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l. BACKGROUND 

The concept of Health for AU by the Year 2000 (HFA12000) was adopted by the World Health 
Assembly in 1977. The importance of primaly health care (PHC) as a key approach was highlighted 
by the Declaration of Alma-Ata in 1978. which identified eight components of PHC, amongst which 
is the provision of essential drugs. 

The strategy for HFAl2000, formulated in 1977, the Conference of Experts on the Rational Use 
of Drugs. held in Nairobl in 1985, and WHO's Revised Drugs Strategy (RSD). adopted by the World 
Health Assembly in 1986, have all contributed to the development of the Action Programme on 
Essential Drugs (DAP) of WHO. 

DAP, inter. uliu, is promoting the availability of drugs and vaccines of proven efficacy and safety 
at a low cost without sacrilicing the quality of the product. The supply of essential drugs for PHC 
requires the development and implementation of national drug policies in the context of essential 
drugs. Hence DAP is involved in providing direct technical input, managerial expertise and financial 
support to the implementation of country programmes on essential drugs. Consequently, guidelines for 
teaching and training materials have been developed in the areas of drug quantification and rational 
use ofdtugs, among others. Regular cvaluation and review of project activities are planned and carried 
out at global, regional and country levels by WHO. 

2. MANAGEMENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

The Management Advisory Commitlee (MAC) acts as an advisory body to the Director-Generill of 
WHO, making recommendations on matters related to the policy, strategy, finance, management, 
monitoring and evaluation of WHO'S Action Programme on Essential Drugs. The Committee 
represents the interesLs and responsibilities of WHO's external partners collaborating with the 
Organization in its Action Progranime on Essential Drugs. The sixth meeting of the Management 
Advisory Committee of the Action Programme on Essential Drugs took place in Geneva on 22 and 
23 March 1994. 

Thc functions of thc Comrnittcc arc: 

- To review, analyse and guide the programme of activities and related budget of DAP 
and make appropriate recommendations to the Director-General; 

- To review the arrangements envisaged by the Director-General for financing and 
managing DAP: 

- To review proposed longer term plans of action and their financial implications: 

- To review financial statements of DAP; 
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- To review periodic reports evaluating tk progress of DAP towards the achievement of 
its objectives and submit its findings and recommendations to the Director-General; 

- To recommend ways of improving. as appropriate, coordination between the activities 
of DAP and of other relevant programmes and organizations, and 

- To consider any other matters relating to DAP referred to it by the Director-General, the 
Programme Manager of DAP or any member of the Committee. 

In canying out its functions, MAC is informed of all policy decisions and recommendations 
concerning DAP or WHO's Revised Strategy on Drugs (RSD) made by the World Health Assembly 
and the Executive Board. 

3. COMPOSITION OF THE COMMITTEE 

The composition of the Committee is as follows: 

- The governments of those countries which contributed funding in supporl of DAP's 
general budget in the previous fiscal year or which provided bilateral support to 
developing countries for the formulation or implementation of national drug policies in 
conformity with WHO's policies on essential drugs: 

- Two Member States from each of WHO's six regions selected by the respective regional 
committees for three-year terms from amongst those Member States with which DAP 
is collaborating; 

- The four major international organizations collaborating in the implementation of 
WHO's Revised Strategy on Drugs, namely, UNDP, UNICEF, UNIDO and the World 
Bank. and 

- The Chairman or the Vice-chairman of the Committee on Drug Policies of the Executive 
Board, or a member designated by the Chairman. 

Representatives of governments and intergovernmental organizations not included in MAC as 
well as nongovernmental organizations involved in RSD may, on request. be granted observer status. 

The identity of those countries contributing funds in support of DAP's general budget and those 
providing bilateral suppori in the above manner, and hence their eligibility for membership in MAC. 
is ascertained annually. Members selected from the six regions of WHO may be reappointed. The four 
major international organizations are considered to have permanent seats for as long a5 they continue 
to participate in DAP in support of WHO's RSD. The Chairperson of MAC, in principle. is a 
government representative and is elected from and by members of MAC for a period of two years, but. 
while eligible for re-election, may not serve consecutive terms. The Chairperson presides over 
meetings of MAC and undertakes whatever additional duties may be assigned by MAC, in agreement 
with the Director-General of WHO. 
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4. OPERATION 

MAC meets once a year. The meeting concentrates on reviewing DAP's programme for that year in 
the light of the financial support that has been pledged, and the past, present. and future coordination 
of external support for DAP's principal areas of activity (country support, development work and 
operational research). The meeting also reviews and guides the following year's programme and related 
budget. MAC may also meet more often upon the proposal of either its Chairperson or the Director- 
General of WHO, and with the latter's agreement. MAC decides its method of work, which may 
include the establishment of a number of functional sub-committees. All such sub-committees will 
have an advisory mle to MAC. Each MAC meeting elects a rapporteur from among its members who 
assists in ensuring that the decisions reached by the meeting are adopted and recorded before its 
closure. MAC, wherever possible, adopts its conclusions by consensus. The Programme Manager of 
DAP is the Secretary of MAC. 

For these purposcs. MAC is assisted in its endeavours by the provision by WHO of whatever 
secretariat and other support services that may be considered necessary and reasonable. 

5. MAC AND SEAR 

The two countries selected lo represent the SouUi-East Asia Region at the sixth MAC meeling. held 
in Geneva fmm 22 to 23 March 1994, were Bhutan (whose present mandate extends from 1993 to 
1995 and which is in the second year of the mandate) and Indonesia (whose present mandate extends 
fmm 1992 to 1994 and which is in the third year of the mandate), the mandate for each country being 
three years. 

The present membershipof Indonesia in MAC fmm the South-East AsiaRegion therefore extends 
up to the end of 1994. including the 1994 meeting. after which a new member shall bc elected as from 
1995 at the Regional Committcc to bc held in August 1994. 

6. REPORTING OF MAC AT RC 

The Drug Action Pmgrammc of WHO, guided by MAC. dcvclops Uic strategy for the drug 
management and policy of WHO in support of PHC activities. The regional representatives report at 
the RC meetings, as decided by earlier RC sessions. 

7. ACTION TO BE TAKEN BY THE REGIONAL COMMITTEE 

The Rcgional Commitlcc is requested lo select one country as a rcgional representative for membership 
of MAC in place of' Indonesia for a period of three years, i.e.. 1995 to 1997. Thc mandate of Bhutan 
will include 1995. The icnns of rcfcrence of MAC do allow that "rnembcrs sclectcd l.rom the six 
regions of WHO may hc reappoinlcd". Further. the revised terms o l  refcrcncc o l  MAC state that 
"Regional Conirnittecs, responsible for choosing representatives, should bc asked lo sclect from thosc 
countries undertaking drug policy and progranlme development". The result of seleclion of a membcr 
of MAC in this RC is to be communicated to WHO/HQ at the earliest lo enable UIC Director-General 
to send a timely request to thc chosen Member State for nomination to attend the 1995 MAC meeting. 


