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The Report of the Executive Board Working Group on WHO Response to Global Change 
(document EB9214 of 16 April 1993). in its recommendation No.16. requested the Regional 
Committees 'to study their own methods of work with a view to harmonizing their actions with the 
work of the Regional Office, other regions, the Executive Board and the World Health Assembly'. 

When reviewing the method of work of the Regional Committee (as part of its agenda 
item 5), the twenty-sixth meeting of the Consultative Committee for Programme Development and 
Management (CCPDM), which met in Ulaanbaatar from 19 to 22 August 1994, discussed the 
preparation of the report of the Regional Committee and made certain proposals and 
recommendations. Paragraph 4 under section 2 of the CCPDM Report (SEAIPDMIMeet.2617 
dated August 1994) states: 

'4. Preparation of the Report of the Regional Committee 

The current practice of preparation of summary minutes of the Regional Committee session could 
be discontinued and, instead, a summary report reflecting the discussions on the various agenda 
items and resolutions be prepared. Rule 19 of the Rules of Procedure of the Regional Committee 
may have to be amended suitably.' 

The Report of the CCPDM was discussed by the forty-seventh session of the Regional 
Committee under agenda item 14, 'WHO Response to Global Change - Progress Report'. The 
Regional Committee unanimously endorsed the CCPDM's proposals and recommendations. With 
regard to its recommendation 4 - Preparation of the Report of the Regional Committee, the 
Regional Committee agreed in principle to the revised method of preparation of its report, and 
requested the Secretariat to prepare a suitable draft of the revised Rule 19 for consideration by 
the Regional Committee at its next session. 

2. REPORT OF M E  REGIONAL COMMITFEE 

2.1 Contents 

The Report of the Regional Committee will be more substantive than it is at present, and will: 

- follow the order of the agenda, and include a summary of background information, 
discussions and conclusions. The report will more adequately reflect the discussions 
than at present. The only speakers to be identified will be the Chairman and the 
Regional Director. 
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- include the repod of the Sub-committee on Programme Budget and oY the Technical 
Discussions in the annexes only. The report of the Regional Committee itself will only 
reflect the discussion on both reports during the plenary session. 

- highlight the points With require followup, thus providing a basis for discussions at the 
subsequent Regional Committee Meeting. 

- have the following sequence of contents: 

Table of contents 
Introduction (including election of office bearers, etc.) 
Discussions of the plenary sessions, written agenda item-wise 
Resolutions 
Annexes: 

List of participants 
Agenda 
Report of the Sub-committee on Programme Budget 
Report of the Technical Discussions 
List of official documents of the session 

Report of the meeting of the Consultative Committee for Programme'Development 
and Management. 

2.2 Format, Including Size and Length 

- the body of the report will be at least twice the length it is at present (wh12e pages); 
- the paragraphs will be numbered; and 
- the size and colour will remain unchanged. 

2.3 Timing of Production 

Various sections of the report will be produced and issued for review by Regional Committee 
participants on alternate days while the meeting proceeds. Corrections will be included and the 
whole issued for adoption on the final day (as at present). 

2.4 Production of Tape Recordings 

Sound recordings of the whole or part of the session will be made available to Member States 
on request at any time after the Regional Committee. A written index of speakers at each 
meeting will be attached to each recording in order to facilitate the location of spegific items. 

2.5 Staff Requirements 

Fewer staff will be required to produce the report of the Regional Commitee when summary 
minutes are discontinued. 
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3. AMENDMENT TO RULE 19 

Rule 19 of the Rules of Procedure of the Regional Committee for South-East Asia will need to 
be amended. 

Currently Rule 19 reads: 

'The Secretariat shall prepare minutes of the meetings. These minutes shall be 
prepared in English and shall be distributed to the representatives as soon as 
possible after the close of the meetings to which they relate. Representatives shall 
inform the secretariat in writing of any corrections they wish to have made, within 
such period of time as shall be indicated by the Director, having regard to the 
circumstances.' 

The amended version will read: 

'The Secretariat shall prepare a summary report of the session reflecting the 
conclusions reached on the various agenda items discussed and containing the 
resolutions adopted. This report shall be prepared in English and adopted prior to the 
closure of the session. Sound recordings of the plenary meetings of the Regional 
Committee shall also be made. Such recordings of the whole or part of the session 
shall be made available to Member States on request.' 

The above changes will come into effect from the forty-ninth session of the Regional Committee. 

5. ACTION REQUIRED BY THE REGIONAL COMMlllEE 

The Regional Committee may wish to approve the new measures and procedures described 
above. 

Concerning the proposed amendment of Rule 19, Rule 51 of the Regional Committee for 
South-East Asia reads as follows: 

'Amendments of or additions to these rules may be adopted by the Committee, 
provided that the Committee has received and considered a report thereon by an 
appropriate sub-committee.' 

The present document constitutes the report required. There is no need, on this matter, for 
the creation of 'an appropriate sub-committee". The Regional Committee, if it approves the new 
measures as per paragraph 5.1 above, may wish to approve the proposed amended version of 
Rule 19 vide para 3 above. 


