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GEOGRAPHICAL ROTATION OF DIRECTOR-GENERAL 

The WHO Executive Board discussed this subject at its 122nd session held in January 
2008. At the end of its discussion, the Executive Board requested regional committees 
to discuss the issue and reach a consensus that would guide it in its deliberations at its 
124th session to be held in January 2009. This issue has therefore been included in the 
agenda of the Sixty-first Session of the Regional Committee for South-East Asia for its 
guidance. 

The issue was also discussed at the Meeting of the Advisory Committee (ACM) 
held in WHO/SEARO, New Delhi from 30 June to 3 July 2008 when Member States 
supported taking forward the issue of regional rotation of the Director-General. The 
ACM made the following recommendations: 

Action by Member States 

• To brief the delegates for the Regional Committee to prepare for discussions on 
this issue at the Sixty-first Session of the Regional Committee. 

Action by WHO/SEARO 

• To introduce the issue at the Sixty-first Session of the Regional Committee. 

This paper is now submitted to the Sixty-first Session of the Regional Committee 
for its consideration and guidance. 
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1. The issue of Geographical Rotation of Director-General was one of the subjects of the 
Executive Board’s discussion at its 122nd session held in January 2008. The Board at the end 
of its discussion requested regional committees to discuss the issue and reach a consensus 
that would guide the Board in its deliberation at its 124th session to be held in January 2009. 
This issue is therefore included in the agenda of the Sixty-first Session of the Regional 
Committee for South-East Asia for its guidance.  

2. During the special session (23 May 2006) and the 118th session of the Executive Board, 
some members raised the question of geographical rotation of the post of Director-General, 
while discussing the agenda items on acceleration of the procedure to elect the next 
Director-General. 

3. In this connection the Executive Board requested reports from the Secretariat on 
various aspects of geographical rotation, such as: 

• clarification on the practical aspects of the procedure for nomination to the post of 
Director-General (120th session1); 

• constitutional and procedural considerations to be taken into account if a pattern 
of rotation among regions were to be introduced (121st session2); and 

• an appraisal and a fuller review of alternative models for the appointment of the 
Director-General (122nd session3). 

4. Two views have emerged in the Executive Board, one supporting regional rotation and 
another that favours maintaining the current system.  

5. At the 122nd session of the Executive Board, the Secretariat presented six different 
options in its report (document EB122/17 attached) that reflected the discussions held on 
this issue, namely; (1) maintaining the status quo; (2) special consideration to candidates 
from certain regions; (3) and (4), two related options, considering geographical 
representation as the criterion for the establishment of the shortlist; (5) considering 
geographical representation as the criterion for the eligibility of candidates; and (6) using 
the same system of regional rotation as that applied to candidatures for elective offices.  

6. The Board will further discuss these options at its 124th session and if any option other 
than Option 1 is agreed upon, it would be essential to submit that option to the World 
Health Assembly for its consideration in view of the constitutional, policy and procedural 
implications arising from the particular option. 

                                                 
1
  Document EB120/30; 28 December 2006 and Executive Board resolution EB120.R19 

2
  Document EB121/4; 8 May 2007 and EB121/2007/REC/1 (Summary Records)  

3
  Document EB122/17; 10 January 2008  
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7. As requested by the Executive Board, regional committees are encouraged to discuss 
this issue and reach a consensus before its 124th session. Member countries are therefore 
invited to further discuss the issue and propose a regional position at the Sixty-first Session 
of the Regional Committee. 


