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The Director-General submits to üembers of the Executive Board, for 

information, the following note of decisions of the General Assembly of the 

United Nations, the Economic and Social Council and" the Social Commission， 

which relate to co-ordination of effort in various fields and which are, 

therefore, of interest to all the specialized agencies,' 

1. • Begular Programmes 

1.1 Efforts In. the Social Field of the United Nations and the Specialized Agencies 

Proposals for broader and more effective work in the social field were 

submitted in 1951 to the Social Commission, the Economic and Social Council and 

the General Assembly. 

The Third Committee of the General A s s e m b l y adopted, on 27 November 1951， 
、 1 

the following resolution： 

"DEVELCPMEKT AKD CONCENTRATION CF THE EFFORTS 
IN THE SœÎCAL FIELD OF THE UNITED NATIONS 

AND THE SPECIALIZED AGENCIES 

"The General .Assembly^ 

"Conscious of the functions devolving under the Charter on the 

Economic and Social Cquncil in the matter of defining the social policy 

of the United Nations and promoting social progress and establishing 

better standards of life in larger freedom, 
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"Considering that action to promote social develcpnent and technical 

assistance in social matters should go hand in hand with action to promote 

economic development and technical assistance in economic matters, 

••Considering that within the framework of long-term programmes for 

social progress the United Nations and the specialized agencies should 

take immediate and practical action in those fields "where such action i s 

l i k e l y to produce early and positive results , particularly in the u n d e r - . 

developed countries, both self-governing and non-self-go ver ning^, 

1 . Calls upon the Economic and Social Council to examine i n detai l , 

and i n the l ight of these considerations, the social activities undertaken 

by the United Nations together with the pertinent activit ies of the • 

specialized agencies, i n order to f u l f i l the various social tasks 

assigned to it by the Charter, and to take the necessary action to ensure 

that efforts and resources are effectively concentrated upon those social 

problems the early solution of "which can be promoted through international 

action, especially in the under-developed countries, both self-governing 

and non-self-governing； 

2 , Draws the attention of the Economic and Social Council to the report 

on the world social situation to be submitted to the Social Commission at 

i ts next session, and requests the Council, i n taking due account of the 

findings in that report and of the suggestions submitted by the countries 

directly concerned, to draw up a programme of practical action for the 

United Nations in the social f ie ld to be implemented i n co-operation with 

the specialized agencies, and to submit i t to the General Assembly for 

consideration at its seventh session i f possible 

~ - « . . . 

The Committee rejected an amendment by one delegation to include five 

specific problems in the work programmes of the Council. A similar proposal 

had been made to the Council and to the Social Commission. The paragraphs 

which follow are excerpts from the Report of the Council， Chapter IV， Social 

Questions• 
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"640 • In the general discussion on the pi arming of the Commission's 

programme of work, the argument was advanced that the Commission had 

ncglected major problems in order to study questions of secondary 

importance and, to correct this situation, a draft resolution was put 

forward providing for the incorporation in that programme, as matters of 

first priority, the study of and preparation of recommendations on the 

folloiving -problems: (a) unemployment insurance and the care of the 

families of the unemployed； (b) the extension of measures relating to 

maternity, infant and child carej (c) the availability of education t o , ' 

and the introduction of free compulsory elementary instruction ior, all 

"without distinction as to race, sex, language, means or social origin； 

(d) tho availability of modical attention to all "vri.thout distinction as 

to race, sex, language, means or social origin； (e) social insurance 

against sickness, old age, disability, etc." 
i • 

"641 • Follovdng the discussion of /the r e l e v a r ^ draft resolution, the 

Commission decided to include in its 1952/53 programme point (b) above -

i . o” "the extension of measures relating to maternity, infant and child 

care
11

. The remainder of the resolution шз rejected on the grounds that 

those problems to which it referred lay in the fields of； and were mainly 

being dealt with by, the specialized agencies," 

"643, With a vxeyr to reconciling the different opinions expressed, an 

amendment (E/AC.7/L.90) was considered, proposing that the Social 

Commission should review the work of the specialized agencies in relation 

to the subjects referred to and make appropriate recommendations. This 

amendment "ms, however, withdrawi and the draft resolutions were rejected 

but the following statement "was agreed upon: 

"644. 'That the Council might proceed as the Social Commission had done 

and recommend that the Secretary-General give favourable consideration to 

the Social Commission’s suggestion (contained in paragraph 162 of its 

report) and furnish it with information regarding the questions dealt "with 
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in sub-paragraphs ( a ) , ( b ) , (c ) and (d) of the Soviet Union draft 

1 resolution,»
 M 

Tlio Social Commission requested the Secretary-General in consultation 

with the specialized agencies to prepare a World Social Survey, which the 

Commission m i l consider at its 1952 session. 

1.2 Community Welfare Centres 

The Economic and Social Council adopted, on the re commendation of the 

Social Commission, resolution 390 D (XIII) on the use of community welfare 

centres as effective instruments to promote economic and social progress 

throughout the world. This resolution requests the Secretary-General to 

prepare^ in co-operation with the specialized agencies concerned, a report on 

this subjcct for the Social Coirtmission at its ninth session (1954) and, in 

the interval, to make available to governments information and technical 

assistance in this field. It recommends that the specialized agencies^ when 

initiating or continuing projects of a similar nature in their particular 

fields of activity, co-operate with the United Nations and other organizations 

concerned in the development of such centres• 

The following definition is quoted from the United Nations outline of 

information requested on community welfare centres: 

Community Welfare Centre
s

 is understood in a general sense as a 

local organization, formal or informal^ whether or not it has a building 

at its disposition, if it provides means by 他ich people living in the 

same area may co-operate: (i) in assessing the economic and social needs 

of their community, and (ii) in securing access and making use of the 

opportunities and resources available for satisfying those needs• A 

centre initiated for a single purpose ( e , g
v
 agricultural improvement) 

1 
Paragraph 162 of the Commission's report (seventh session) reads as follows: 
"Several members of the Commission suggested that the Secretary-General should 
submit to the Commission, at its next session， information on the activities 
of specialized agencies in the field of social welfare and especially in the 
field of social security"• 
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may be expanded to cover other purposes (e,g” health身 education or 

recreation) • Only those centres that havo actually become multi-purpose 

will be included in this report 

In pursuance of this resolution, -"the Secretary-General has invited the 

interested specialized agencies to take part in a field survey of cominunity 

centres in the Caribbean and Central America during the second half of 1952, 

and in similar surveys to be made later in two other areas. The Director-

General intends to с о 一 i f i this work in 1^52 áO far as the approved 

programme and budget permits. 

1.3 Human Rights -

Д separate report will be made on this subject, as the General Assembly-

has only 'just completed its discussion on this matter. ‘ 

1.4 Programmes developed through AGC Technic^ Working Groups 

1
#
4.1 Tho first report of the technical working group on rehabilitation of 

the physically handicapped was considered and approved by the Social Coimnission. 

The report of the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination on thiè programme is 

contained in document SB9/89, paragraphs 47 and 48，рД7# 

1.4.2 The Social Commission noted the recommendation that an ad hoc technical 

working group of the ACC on long-range activities for children be convened tc 

develop a co-operative plan for assistance to governments in this field• The 

report of the ACC on this programme is contained -in document ЕВ9/89} 

paragraphs 38^46^ the report of the Technical Working Group in document EB9/79• 

1.4.3 The Third Committee of the General Assembly adopted â resolution on 

Housing and Town and Country Planning which requests the ECOSOC, in collabora-

.tion "with the competent specialized agencies, to give urgent attention to 

practical measures to assist governments in increasing housing facilities for 

people in the lowest income groups^. 

工而 documents A/2009 and A/C.3/SÍU157 
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1.5 Other UN Programmes in the Social Field 

The resolutions of the Economic and Social Council on the subjeots listed 

below envisage co-operation by WHOi 

Training for Social Work (resolution 390 B(XIII) of ECOSOC); 

Plight of survivors of concentration camps (resolution 386(XIII) 
of ECOSOC); 

Report of the Population Commission (resolution C(XIII) of ECOSOC)I 
consultation concerning the' proposed world population conference; 

Road traffie accidents statistics (resolution 379 C(XIII) of ECOSOC). 

1.6 Insecticides - See Document EB9/48 

At the last meeting of its thirteenth session held in Paris on 21 

December 1951> the Council rejected a proposal to remove the item on critical 

shortage of insecticides for public health purposes from the agenda of its 

fourteenth session. 

2, Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance for Economic Developmenit 

Developments in the expanded programme of Technical Assistance for 

Economic Development are reported separately in docunent EB9/83# 

3- Co-ordination 

3.1 Action by the General Assembly 

At the time of writing, only the Joint Second, Third 玖nd Fifth Coimnittee 

has adopted resolutions on co-ordination of the activities of the United 

Nations and the g)ecialized agencies. The following resolution on this subject 

was approved by the Committee^ 

1

 UN documents A/C.2 and 3/L,42 • А/С.5/ЬДЗЗ and A/C.2 and 3/SR.62 - A/C,5/SR，315 
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"The General Assembly 

^Reaffirming the need for unromitting efforts by the United Nations 

and the specialized agencies to ensure that the international resources 

devoted to economic and social work should be concentrated on tasks of 

primary importance, 

"Cognizant of the scope and urgency of the task of the United 

Nations rind the specialized agencies in promoting higher standards of 

l iving and conditions of economic and social progress and. development, 

"Notes the action taken by the Economic and Social Council, i ts 

regional and functional commissions, and the specialized agencies, to 

implement resolution 413 (V) and in particular by reviewing their 1952 

programmes using the criteria recommended by tho Economic and Social 

Council, >•' 

"Expresses the hope that further development by the Council of 

procedures adopted, in the current year may increase efficiency of the 

economic and social activities of the United Nations and the specialized 

agencios, through measures of economy and concentration of effort, 

"Takes noto vd.th satisfaction of the relevant sections of the Report 

of tho Sconopic and Social Council for 1951 dealing with concentration 

of effort and resourcest and the Reports of the Advisory Committee on 

Administrative and Budgetary Questions dealing v/ith the administrative 

budgets of the specialised agencies, 

"Invites the attention of the Secretary-General of the Economic 

and Social Council and of the specialized agencies to these reports as 

•woll as the views expressed by members during the sixth session of the 

General Assembly." 

The Coinmittee also approved a resolution on Co-ordination of Effort and 

Resources^ of "which the text is as follows：1 

‘
1

^ docmonts Л/С.2 and 3/L.53 一 A/C.5/L.153 and Л/С.2 and 3/SR.63 _ A/C.5/SR,32X 
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"The General Assembly, 

"Recalling its resolution 413 (V) in which it requested the Economic 

and Social СоипсЛ. to indicate, -when new projects are adopted；他ich 

current projects may be deferred, modified or eliminated to ensure that 

the economic and social work of the United Nations and the specialized 

agencies will be carried on most effectively, 

"Recalling that the Economic and Social Council in resolution 402 В 

(XIII) decided to place on the agenda of its fifteenth session an item 

entitled 'Adoption of United Nations priority programmes in the economic 

and social fields 。 

1 . Requests the Secretary-General^ with due regard to normal financial 

procedures, to continue to assist the Council to discharge its obligations 

under General Assembly resolution 413 (V) and Council resolution 402 В 

(ХТТТ) by making to the Council and to its Functional and Regional 

Commissions suitable suggestions as regards priorities and the co-ordination 

of programmes； 

2. Requests the Se ere tary-Gener al when presenting estimates of the 

financial implications of a project in accordance ；with rule 33 of the rules 

of procedure of the Economic and Social Council to give an estimate of the 

time required to complete the project; 

3 . Requests the Economic and Social Council and its Functional and 

Regional Commissions, in considering the implementation of General Assembly 

resolution 413 (V), to focus attention upon results achieved in relation to 

expenditure for economic and social activities and to indicate the duration 

of its authorization of each project so as to ensure that no short-tem 

activity becomes a continuing or permanent activity without a thorough 

examination of the size, efficiency and other relevant factors of the 

service concernedj 

4 . Comnonds to tho consideration of the specialized agencies, so far as 

their constitutional processes will permit, the adoption of similar 

procedures.
H 
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After considering the report of the Secretary-General on Co-ordination of 

〜 1 

Services in Geneva， the Committee approved a resolution V T h i c h called on the 

Secretary-General, after consultation with the executive heads' of the 

specialized agencies and the principal organs of the United Nations conccrn。d, 

to prepare a basic pattern of annual conferences in Geneva, for submission to 
" 2 

tho Gcner.aL Assembly at its next- session, 

3»2 The Joint Second and Third Committees of the Assembly rioted parts of the 

report of the Economic and Social Council which deal т/ith questions of 

со-ordination, including the action of the specialized agencies on resolution 

377 (V) of the General Assembly, "Uniting for Pcace". Resolution 402 Л ( m l ) 
of the Economic nrd Social Council on this subject notes vrlth approval the 

3 
action of the specialized agencies (see also Document ЁВ9/51). . 

3.3 Decisions of the Economic and_Social Council 

Other resolutions on co-ordination, grouped under resolution 402 (XIII),. 

are as follows: 

"B 

"工 
n

Tho Economic aiyi Social Council^ 

4 
,f

Having considered the report on co-ordination cmiong the United 

Nations and the specialized agencies^ submitted by its Co-ordination 

Committee^ 

1 , Takes note of the report, and approves the specific recoramcndations 

and suggestions contained therein； and 

1

UIi docuncnt L/C .2 and 3/103 - А/С.5/4б0 
2

Ш documents X/C.2 and 3/L-43 Rev.l - Л/С.5Д.134 Rev,l, and A/C,2 and 3/SR.63 一 

A/C,5/SR.321 
3

UN document £/2152 
4

U N documents E/2121 and E/2121/СоггД 
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2. Notes vdth appreciation tho measure of success achieved by the 

Secretary-General and tho Administrative Comitteo on Co-ordination in 

tho co-ordination of the activities of tho United Nations and the 

specialized agencics at the Secretariat level, 

"II 

"The Economic and Social Council 

Notes the endeavours of the functionnl and regional commissions to 

comply with the rocommendations contained in Council resolution 324 (XI) 

and 362 В (XII) and General Assembly resolution 413 (V); 

2, Notes the action so far taken by tile specialized agencies to comply 

T/ith the recommendations contained in Council resolution 324 (XI) and 

General Assembly resolution 413 (V) j 

3* Transmits the report"*" of its Co-ordination Commit toe on tho review 

of I952 programes of the United Nations and the specialized agencies to 

tho Administrativo Committee on Co-ordination and to the Advisory 

Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions for their information 

and appropriate action，and to its regional and functional coinmissions， 

to the specialized agencies and to all the other United Nations bodies 

•whose activities fall within the sphere of interest of the Council，Tíith 

the request that they should take into account the recor^iendations 

contained in that report -when roviemng their 1953 programmes and when 

communicating information thereon to the Council； and 

4, Decides to place the follov/ing item on the provisional agenda of 

its second regular session in 1952: ^Adoption of United Nations priority 

programmes in the economic and social fields
 1

. 

"Ill 

"The Economic and Social Council, 

"'"UN docunonts E/2121 and E/212l/Corr .1 
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"Recalling its resolution 362 В (XII) on relations with arid 

co-ordination of specialized agencies and General Assembly resolution 

413 (V) on concentration of effort and resources^ 

"Deeply conscious of the importance of further growth in 

international co-operation in meeting most of the urgent economic and 

social problems in the contemporary world, 
» 

11

 Fully атаге of the continuing need for economy and efficiency in 

the use of available resources, 

"Determined to take all steps mthin its competence to assure the 

necessary economies and concentration of effort， 

"Considers that, in order to achieve the greatest possible economy 

and reasonable stability while endeavouring to avoid the application of 

budgetary ceilings to the activities of the United Nations and the 

specialized agencies in the economic and social fields, the Council， its 

subsidiary bodies and the specialized agencies should endeavour, in 

undertaking periodic reviews of their programmes^ to establish priorities 

and eliminate or defer less urgent projects 

For recommendations and suggestions of the Co-ordination Committee of 

ECOSOC on the following topics, which are of particular concern to the 

specialized agencies， see document EB9/18: 

Аф Review of 1952 Programmes - paragraphs 14 (p
#
6), 18 and 19 (p.7) 

B. Review of programmes in 1953 and subsequent years - paragraph 20， p,7 

C. Adoption of United Nations priority programmes - paragraph 31> p-11 

In addition, the Co-ordination Committee : 

(1) recommended that the Advisory Committee on Administrative and 

Budgetary Questions continue to advise the Council on co-ordination 

matters within its competence¡ 
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(2) recommended that the proposals submitted to the Council for the 

stabilization of budgets and the review' of financial implications be 

plnccd before the General .Issembly； 

(3) adopted tho draft model rules of procedure drawn up by the ЛССj 

(4) requested a further report on regional co-ordiiiatioh, including 

со一ordination v/ith regional inter-governmental organizations； and 

(5) recommended special attention to administrative co-ordination and 

the rational scheduling of meetings
f » 

3.4 Report of W O 

The Council noted vdth .appreciation tho Annuai Report of WHO (resolution 

409 (XIII)). . 

4. Organization nnd operation of the Council and its Commissions: 
Decisions of SCOSCTC" ” ‘ “ 

By. resolution 414 (XIII)，the Council dcciaed, subject to review in 1954: 

(1) that certain of its functional commissions should be discontinued 

and their work taken over by the Secretariat, by other commissions, or 

by ad hoc bodies) as appropriate； 

(2) that other commissions should continue only until their current 

work is completed ； ：‘ 

(3) that a third group of commissions should meet every second year• 

The Narcotics Commission "will continue to meet yearly； the Social-
» ? * * • 

Commission will not meet in 1953. The terms of reference of the Regional 

Economic Commissions жоте amendod, but their schedules of meetings were not 

changed• 

At the last three meetings of its thirteenth session^ held in Paris in 

Docembor 1951, the Council decided tint it would hold only one session in 
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1952，from 13 May to 3 August, This decision may make it difficult for the 

Director-General to arrange that Щ0 mil be adequately represented at the 

fourteenth session of the Council, unless the meetings are so scheduled as to 

ensure discussion of topics in which YíHO is interested at a period other than 

that of the Fifth World Health Assembly. 


