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The Director-General has the honour to present to nembers of the Executive 

Board document WHO/Cholera/24^ a report on the first session of the Expert 

Committee on Cholera. 

The Board may wish particularly to noto the recoiranendations of the expert 

committee concerning: , 

(1) Tho nood for further studies on the sorclcgy of Vibr-io cholerae, 

particularly in order to ascertain the desirability of determining the 

smooth or rough character of the vibrios found (Section 3)。 In 

particular it would be essential to establish definitely whether and 

to what extent tho vibrios excreted by corrvalescent and contact carriers 

tend to be rough and to have consequently an altered -virulence (Section 6). 

(2) The desirability of establishing a vibrio reference laboratory for 

the purpose of studying large numbers of cholera and cholera-like strains 

of vibrios from the viewpoint of their epidemiological importance (Secticai5). 

As pointed out by the expert committee, arrangements made in this 

connexion might eventuklly lead to the creation of a cholera research 

centre for the continuous study of cholera problems• 

(3) The desirability of re-orienting the programmes of cholera control 

through improvements in environmental sanitation by laying emphasis upon 

schemes adapted to the financiaX resources， habits and the level of 

health consciousness of the populations concerned who might be thus i 

induced to co-operate in the work (Section 9). 

(4) The need for further studios on cholera endemicity*，to Ъе under-

taken with the aim of adding to the still incomplete knowledge of cholera 

epidemiology and trç help in the institution of truly rational control 

measures (Section 12v2). 


