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ACTION REQUIRED OF THE EXECUTIVE- BOARD ARISING OUT OF 

CERTAIN RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED BY THE FOURTH WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY 

The Executive Board at its eight session adopted three resolutions -

(i) EB8 R 16 - inviting the Director-General to convene the Expert Committee on 

International Epidemiology and Quarantine in March 1^52 to consider, inter alia, 

rejections of and reservations to "WHO Regulations Nor 2, and to advise the Fifth 

1HA accordingly - such advice to be tendered through the Executive Board if con-

vened before.that Assembly；"̂ " 

(ii) EB8 R 15 - postponing^ to its ninth session, consideration of the terms of 

reference of the Expert Committee on International Epidemiology and Quarantine 

and of resolutions ША4, 77; 78; 79j 8O5 81 and 82;1 . 

(Iii) EB8 R 13 - requesting the Director-General to consult expert advisory panels 

and committees on the technical adequacy of the International Sanitary Regulations, 

and if need be, to make recommendations to the Expert Committee on International 
X 

Epidemiology and Quarantine for amendments to the Regulations. 

Although the six Assembly resolutions referred to above cover a wide field, 

the subjects with which they deal cannot be dissociated and are, moreover, intimately 

connected with the three resolutions of the Board (quoted aboye^ dealing with the 

Expert Committee on International Epidemiology and Quarantine. 

In the circumstances this review has been prepared to assist the members of 

the Board in their study of the various associated resolutions. 
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(1) ТЛНА4»77» Terms of reference of Committees to deal with the application of 

International Sanitary Regulations? 

Considering that (a) the Directors-General will require to refer to a suitable 

advisory body with the necessary degree of flexibility of composition the questions 

and disputes which he himself cannot resolvej (b) a HÏHO body is required periodi-

cally to review, systematically and critically, the International Sanitary Regula-

tions and relevant legislation, and to make re commendations thereon, as well as to 

lay down recommended practices, methods and procedures, and to prepare additional 

regulations on diseases not covered b¡/r the Regulations j 

The Board may consider it desirable to make these several functions the 

responsibility cf a single committee, not only on economic grounds but also to 

assist in obtaining continuity• Were the Board to be of this view it would be 

necessary for.the composition of such a committee to vary according to the items 

on its agenda. The continuity required by paragraph 3(2) of ША4»77 could be 

achieved by selecting from the panel a nucleus of experts (on quarantine, epide-

miology and international law) who would normally attend all sessions of the 

committee• 

Alternatively it may be deemed desirable to place these several tasks and 

responsibilities on to more than one committee• In either case, in order adequat-

ely to cover the field, experts on the medical aspects of shipping and aviation and 

quarantine, on port and airport sanitation and on international law and epidemic 

diseases, would have to b© made available* 

The above alternatives are given to provide for the choice - as laid down in 

paragraph 2 of. 1/VHA4#77 一 of one comiriittee or more than one committee being entrusted 

with the work tinder this resolution. 

In view of the international character of the responsibilities with which this 

Committee or committees would be invested, they would be required to examine and 

analyse the relevant technical recommendations of other expert committees in order, 

when desirable or practicable, to translate such recommendations into regulations 

governing the application of scientific knowlecge'to the international control of 

epidemic diseasee 
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(2) WHA4»78 Epidemic diseases not covered by the International Sanitary Regula-

tions»^ • • . . “ 

The Executive Board under the terms of this resolution is requested to examine 

the present arrangements, with a view to their improvement, for the collection and 

analysis of information in respect of epidemic diseases other than the six quaran-

tinable diseases aiid to study ways and means for co-ordinating WHO’s activities in 

regard to such epidemic diseases, and for this purpose, to modify the terms of, 

reference of the Expert Committee on International Epidemiology and Quarantine. 

The Board may consider that the two tasks imposed by this resolution would, 

from the point of view of international traffic, fall within the province of one 

of the committees referred to under (1) above 9 

4 
(3) 1ША4.81. . Sanitary protection of' mass movement of population 

The Executive Board under the terms of this resolution is required to request 

the competent expert çommittee to study regulations which it might be advisable to 

add to Regulations No, 2 for the sanitary protection of mass mevements of popula-

tions and to take into account the epidemiological and sanitary conditions pre-

vailing in^the various regions, and to adapt such additional regulations to these 

conditions» 

It is submitted that the same body which is to be entrusted with functions 

under the preceding resolution could also deal with this responsibility - provided 

full liaison between that body and the other expert committees is maintained and 

the lattersT technical recommendations are transmitted to it for translation into 

practical procedures# 

(4) 1ШЛ4‘79‘ Special measures for the protection of isolated communities^ 

The committee which is to be asked by the Executive Board to study this 

question from the scientific and practical points of view, might similarly, 

because of the inescapable repercussions of such measures on international traffic, 

be the same committee which is to deal with the quarantine and epidçmiologiсal 

aspects of the responsibilities listed under (1), (2) and (3) above, 

1 — 
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(5) \i!HA4%80i Additional national health and sanitary measures to prevent the 
spread of the six quarantinable diseases^ — — 

Certain action in this regard could readily devolve on the committee which is 

to be responsible for the international control of the six quarantinable diseases _ 

for example, giving aüvice on the ways and means for eliminating rodents, mosquitoes 

and ectc-parasites, on methods to ensure thé purity of food and water supplies, and 

on measures which may be necessary to implement the requirements outlined in WHA4«80> 

paragraph 1, sub-paragraphs (1), ( 2 ) / (3) and (4). In some instances reports and 

reconaaendations of various expert committees would require to be considered to ensure 

that any adyice on quarantine matters contained therein was capable of being applied 

in practice • 

* ； • .. 
7 

(6) WHA4.02» Hygiene and Sanitation of Airports 

8 
No further action, in view of the Board^s resolution.EB8,R22 at its eighth 

Session, is possible until the views of ICAO are received* 

• . • • 

* ' _ • 

The Executive Board, at its eighth session, by resolution EB8*R15Í postponed 

4 to its ninth session consideration of the terms of reference of the present Expert 

Comm5 ttee on International Epidemiolcgy and Quarantine, and of the several resolu-

tions of the Fourth World Health Assembly mentioned in the preceding paragraphs# 

The Executive Board may, if it is in agreement with the principles outlined in 

this review, be qS the opinion that the existing Expert Committee on International 

Epidemiology and Quarantine should not be reconvened but, tx> enable a committee cr 

committees tc undertake the range of responsibilities envisaged above, its sessions 

should be replaced by, those of another committee or,committees the members of which 

would be drawn from existing Expert Advisory Panelsè The basic panel could be 

developed alcng the following lines: 

(i) By including in its epidemic!.:、gists, experts on the health aspects of shipping 

and aviation, ca pert and airport' sanitation, and on international law, and 

medical and non-medioal administrators derived from Government health and 

transport departments« 
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( i i ) By recognizing within the panel a group which, suitably enlarged according 

to the problems before it, could parry out the responsibilities defined in 

Article 112 of WHO Régulâtions.No» 2 as referred to in sub-paragraph 2 of 

paragraph 1 of Resolution 1ГОА4,77» This group could ？dso ensure the con-

tinuity required, by paragraph 3 of the same resolution. 

In view of the special character of the functions of this group the Board may-

wish to give it a specific name and -special rules of procedure< 


