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POPULATION PROBLEMS 

The First World Health Assembly recoomended that collaboration with the 

United Nations Population Commission on population questions should be continued 
1 

and developed. The Executive Board at its fifth session requested the Dircctor-

General to co-operate on a wide basis with the United Nations and the specialized 

agencies on questions concerned with t、hese problems. The Third World Health 

Assembly subsequently endorsed this resolution."^ 

These resolutions were duly communicated by the Direсtor-General to the 

Secretary-General of the United Nations, and were called to the attention of the 

Director of the Population Division at the last meeting of the Population Commission 

held in April-May 1951. 

The terms of reference of the United Nations Population Commission as adopted 

by the Economic and Social Council at its third session are as follows s 4 

"The Population Commission shall arrange for studies and advise the 
Council on: 

(a) The size and structure of populations and the changes therein. 

(b) The interplay of demographic factors and economic and social 
factors. 

(c) Policies designed to influence the size and structure of 
populations and the changes therein. 

(d) Any other demographic questions on т/vhich either the principal 
or the subsidiary organs of the United Nations or the Specialized 
Agencies may seek advice.". 

2 Off.Rec.Vforld Hlth Org. 13, 321 

3 Off.Rec.World Hlth Org.. 25, 9(3.1.) 

A Off.Rec.Horld Hlth Org, 28, 3 
Resolution 150 (VII) — 
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It should be recogiized that T/VHO collaborates with the United Nations ‘ 

Population Commission only on those kinds of population problems which/have to• 

deal with' morbidity and mortality as factors influencing the increase and ‘ 

development of populations and the improvement of statistics. 

Under this guiding principle VilHO has undertaken and is cariying out the 

following activities} 

A - Provision of statistical documentation： 

1. Informative material on certain aspects of morbidity and mortality, contained 

in the "Monthly Epidemiological and Vital Statistics Reports". 

2. Data on area and population, vital statistics in countries, mortality by 

cause in various countries (numbers and rates), vital statistics of large towns 

and special tables from selected causes, published recently in the "Annual 

Epidemiological and Vital Statistics 1939-46, Part I" 

56 tables, 124 pages. 

3. A similar publication for 1947-49, under preparation and expected to be out 

within the year. 

4 . Review of natality, mortality and infant mortality in the world during 

1949 (E.V.S.37) 

5. Statistical documentation on mortality by cause, sex and age 一 

(1) - Some European countries (E.V.S.29) 

(2) - Some non-European countries (E.V.S.42) 

В - Studies 

1, Special studies on the "Evolution of Mortality in Europe during the 
Twentieth Century"s , 

一 Mortality from all causes and alliages without distinction of 

(E.V.S.23) 

-Analysis by sex and age (E,V.S,33-34) “ ... "-^"'•.； • .''^^ï “ 

(3) - Analysis of mortality by some important causes of death (E.V.S.45-46) 

⑴ 
sex 

(2) 
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2. Article on "Growth of the Population of the World in the Twentieth Century" 

to appear in E.V.S.47 now being printed. 

С - Collaboration with United Nations Population Division 

ШЮ has completed a section on "mortality by causes" for the treatise on 

"Pregnancy Wastage and Childhood Mortality" which is being prepared jointly 

with the Statistical Office of the United Nations Population Division. This 

section is now with United Nations editors of the Volume. 

The Population Commission at a recent session (April-May 1951) considered 

numerous tasks and passed certain recommendations vrtilch will require the 

collaboration of 1H0, i.ej 

1. Consideration and criticism of the draft report on "Findings of study on 

the relationship between population trends and economic and social factors", 

2. Annotated bibliography of recent material on demography. 

3. Refinement of infant mortality rates. 

4. Study of recent trends in the birth rate. 

5. Draft recommendations for the improvement and standardization of vital 

statistics. 

6. Appraisal of the quality of demographic statistics. 

7. Collaboration in the consideration and eventual planning of any world 

population conference. 

It must be added that the Commission further stated (paragraph 64 of the 

Report)j 

"The Comission heard with satisfaction the statements of the 

representatives of the ТШО, the ILO, and the UNESCO indicating their 

co-operation with the Secretary-General in the work programmes proposed 

by the Commission. 
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"The Commission looks forward to the continued collaboration of 
these and other specialized agencies and interested organizations which 
can contribute to an integrated and effective programme of work on those 
aspects of demography T«hich are relevant to the objectives and programes 
of the United Nations." 

It should be understood, however, that the main responsibility and the 

assumption of leadership in questions of demography rest with the Economic and 

Social Council of the United Nations and particularly with its Population 

Commission. 


