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The Director-General has the honour to transmit to members of the 

Executive Board document TOO/Pharm/125, report on the seventh session of the 

Expert Coimtiittee on the Unification of Pharmacopoeias. 

Unless the Board has any comments to make on the report, it is 

suggested that the following resolution might be adopted： 

The Executive Board 

NOTES the report of the seventh session of the Expert Committee 

on the Unification of Pharmacopoeias, and . 

AUTHORIZES its publication. 
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Addendum 

The Executive Board will, find the following information a useful adjunct 

to the report on, the Seventh Session of the. Expert, Cojnmittee on; the Unification 

of' Pharmacopoeias г • • . ： ： . . ： . ； ： . 

It refers s 

to negotiations regarding the permanent Int.ernatiónal .Pharmacopoeia 

Secretariat； . 

：二…2.. to thé- agreement re'spec'ting
;
fthe Unification of Pharmacopoeia 

:

'v....Formula&...for Potent Drugs (.known as： the 1929 Brussels Agreement); 

3» to the protection of international' non-prc^rietary; names. ' 

Permanent International Pharmacopoeia Secretariat . 、 • • 

ïhe. draft-resol-ution of the Expert Connnitte.e reçammends that the Director-

General. take the:necessary steps to. have ：the • ftinctions of the Belgian Pharmacopoeia 

Commission transferred to the World Health Organization which should.constitute 

the Pemanent International Pharmacopoèià ： Secretariat.' 

These negotiations have taken placé and thanks to the Belgian Government‘s 

spirit of co-operation they gave the desired result. The letters which passed 

between .the Belgian Government and the Director-General confirming the'transfer 

are given.in Annex I to. this document. 



. ‘ . ， . - ’ . . . ,• 
• I • . •". 

The' assumption by ШЮ of the functions of permanent International 

Pharmacopoeia Secretariat previously exercised by the Belgian Pharmácopoeiá 

Commission does not entail any special financial obligation on the part of 

TNHO; the'transfeired functions will, in fact,, be exercised by the 

Pharmaceutical Section. 

Agreement respecting the Unification of Pharmacopoeial Formulas for 
Potent Drugs (known as the 1929 Brussels Agreement) 

The first volume of the first edition of the International Pharmacopoeia 

is about to be published and there is reasbn to hope that aftet this 

Intëï-national PharMûo^oeia is' published the various international 

pharmacopoeias will adopt the principles laid down in the Intèrhationâl 

Pharmacopoeia, as well as its monographs and appendices. The.adoption of 

these principles may cause certain provisions of the 1929：Brussels Agreement 

to become inoperative. 

It is iinpossible to foresee how far
L

 the Governments will follow the 

récbmmehdátiohs óf the Wôrld Health Grganizâtïon; the attitude óf the various 

countries will evéntually indícate thé móst suitable means of carrying out 

any revision of the Agreement in question. 

ProtectiQn of , International NonrPiroprietary Names . 

Y . ； ；； " . . . . . • . . . .... 、‘： . . _ . . ... 

The Expert Committee recômmended that the Director-General examine the 

possibility of setting up a procedure by vrili'ch the non-proprietary names' 

selected by the Expert‘Committee might receive legal protection in accordance 

with resol.ut.ions A3/R/26 and A3/R/27. It further reconiraended that the 

matter- b,e. referred to the ； International Union for the Protection of Industrial 

Property in Berne in order that；the latter institution might- study how far 

it could participate in this action with the- means at its disposal. 

This problem is delicate and complex and the Executive Board will 

perhaps wish the Director-General to have it more thoroughly investigated; 

such a study would make it possible to collect data at present lacking which 

will determine what action is to be taken in the future. 
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For the information of the Executive Board, copy of a letter from the 

Director of the International Union for the Protection of Industrial Property 

(Bureau International pour la Protection de la Propriété industrielle) is 

attached as Annex II. 



1 ANNEX I 

Geneva, 12 June. 1950 

"Your Excellency, 

With further reference to my letters of 19 December 1949 and 16 March 
1950 concerning the International Pharmacopoeia Secretariat, Dr. S, S. Sokhey, 
Assistant Director-General of the World Health Organization, had the pleasure 
of discussing this matter with Professor M. de Laë't when the latter was in 
Geneva as representative of your Government at the Third Yforld Health Assembly, 
They examined together the question of the above-mentioned Secretariat and 
1 would like now to give you the broad outlines of their conversation. 

Article 35 of the 1929 Brussels Agreement covers the whole of this 
question. This Article reads as follows : 

i The Organising Committee shall urge the Belgian Government 
to enter into negotiations with the League of Nations with a 
view to the definitive constitution of the Permanent Secretariat 
and of the other Committees т/vhich the Conference has in principle 
decided to set up. 

Meanwhile, the Belgian Pharmacopoeia Commission will, purely 
provisionally, be entrusted with the work of the projected 
Organisation, so as to lose no time and to enable the Secretariat 
to continue its work as soon as it has been finally set up.' 

In fact, in 1930 the provisional solution as provided for in the above-
mentioned Article 35 was adopted and has continued up to the present time. 

The World Health Organization - to т/vhich 74 States have adhered - is 
now entrusted, under the terms of Article 2 (u) of its constitution, with the 
various tasks connected with the International Pharmacopoeia. 

This situation has been considered by the Expert Committee for the 
Unification of Pharmacopoeias and the Committee has, on several occasions, 
recommended the centralization in the hands of ïi/НО of all activities relating 
to this particular field. The views of the experts were endorsed by the 
Executive Board itself, in particular in a resolution which was adopted during 
the Board's Fourth Session, in T^ich it was indicated that TOO should continue 
the negotiations begun with the Belgian Government with a view to reaching an 
agreement concerning the establishment of a unified and permanent International 
Secretariat under the auspices of WHO at the Organization's Geneva headquarters. 

H.E. The Minister of 
Public Health and Families 

2 Place Royale 
Brussels 
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In view of the foregoing I now have to request you, in application of 
Article 35 of the Brussels Agreement^ to assent to the. cessation of the 
"purely pr4>vi§ional

fl

 situation whereby the Belgian Pharmacopoeia Commission 
was nadé temporarily responsible for providing an International Pharmacopoeia 
Secretariat and, in application of the first paragraph of Article 35, to 
be good enough to express your agreement with the arrangement whereby the 
World Health Organization will constitute the permanent International . 
Pharmacopoeia Secretariat, There, is no doubt that the Organisation has all 
the moral and material/qualifications fq>r: fulfilling such a task. 

If, as I feel sure will be the case，you àre.rèadj to give your agree-
ment in p^ïncipÎB^

t
I shall have pleasure in immediately opening negotiations 

with your competent services with a view to giving effect to the Agreement, 
particularly the transfer of archives 一 if they exist - from Brussels tó.: 
Geneva

e
 . • • 

。 . I have the hbnour to b^. 

. ; ; ' . . ïouf Excellency, 
• « . . � * Î . - . ： • ‘ ‘ 

Your obedient Servant, 

. (Signée?) ； BROCK CHISHObM 

Director-General" 
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Annex 'I 

MINISTRY OF PUBLIC HEALTH ДЖ) FAMILIES.. 

S6/A/36OO/6I.665 

Brussels, 5 July 1950 
2 Place Royale 

"Sir, - . • . ..
 J 

. • 1 , • • . ‘ • • 

• I have the honour .to acknowledge receipt of your two letters of 12 June 
1950； concerning, respectively thé application of Article 35 of the 1929 
Brussels Agreement with regard to the establishment of a unified permanent 
International Secretariat in G.eneva under the auspices of Ш0, and, the 
appointment of Pídféssor С. ' HEYMâNS de Gand as one óf the ^perts entrusted 
by ТОЮ with the unification of pharmacopoeias. 

Moved by a spirit of international collaboration, and in order to 
facilitate the task of WHO, I hereby give my agreement in principle to the 
first of these suggestions and i have pleasure also in giving my agreement 
in principle t? the appointment of 
of your intentions and with whom I 
contact. 

Professor HEYÎM.NS, т/Лот I am advising 
should be glad if you will make direct 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

The Minister 

(Signed) DE TAEYE" 

The Direetor-General 
World Health Organization 
Palais des Nations 
Geneva 
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Geneva^ 12 January 1951 

"Sir, 

In the first place 工 would like to thank you very sincerely for the 
reception given to the representatives of our Organization when they visited 
Brussels on 8 December last and discussed with you the subject of the transfer 
of the permanent International Pharmacopoeia Secretariat to the World Health 
Organization. 

During the course of these conversations it agreed that, in order 
to give effect to the principle accepted through an exchange of letters 
dated respectively 12 June 1950 and 5 Jvly 195ÓS the Belgian Government, 
trustee of the «Agreement revising, the agreement respecting the unification 
of pharmacopoeia：! formulas for potent drugs^ signed a& Brussels on 29 November 
1906", should officially; inform the States who were parties to the above-
mentioned Agreement that it has passed to WKO the responsibility of constituting 
in the future the permanent International Secretariat for the Unification of 
Pharmacopoeias^ in substitution of the Belgian Pharmacopoeia Oonmission 
previously entrusted with the task), as a provisional measure, 

When informing the interested States of the above decision taken in 
application of Article 35 of ；the above-mentioned igrcement. the Belgian 
Government will be in order in informing them that the said decision will 
become effective as from 1 January-3951. 

.1л order to facilitate your research； I take the liberty of attaching 
herewith a copy of the correspondence exchanged between the Minister of Public 
Health and Families and the Director-General of our Oi-ganization, as mentioned 
in paragraph 2 above.. 

Thanking you in anticipation of your accession to the above request； 

工 have the honour to be
5 

Sir, 

(Signed) Dr. W. Aeg, TIMMERMAN 

Director of Therapeutic Substances
u 

M« Louis ko D= Ge-naerts 
Director, Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
2 Place Royale 
Brussels 



ANNEX II 

INTERNATIONAL UNION FOR THE 
PROTECTION OF INDUSTRIAL PROPERTY 
No 1-333 СЫМ 

Berne, 13 January 1951 

"Dear Sir, 

Further to the interview which we had with you on 21 November last, in 
company with Messrs„ Zarb and Gutteridge) on the subject of non-proprietary 
nanes for drugs and the protection of such names as "international non-
proprietary names"> we would inform you that, in accordance with the resolution 
adopted on 10 November by your Expert Committee on the Unification of 
Pharmacopoeiasj we are willing to propose, on the occasion of the next rovision 
of the Paris Union Convention.of 20 March 1883 for the Protection of Industrial 
Property, the inaertion in Article 6 of a clause whereby the countries of the 
Union would agree to refuse or to invalidate registration and to prohibit by-
all proper means the use in proprietary or trade-marks^ or as elements in such 
marks, of the non—proprietary names for drugs which shall have been adopted 
by the World Health Organization &nd notified to the countries in question 
through our International Union。 

As pointed out in the reports which you have sent to us
s
 it will undoubt-

edly be difficult to find names #iich can be uniformly employed in all countries 
and which will not be confused with already registered trade names. Before 
the conmon names can be adopted^ very thorough research into national and 
international marks will have to be carried out。 Moreover, the difficulties 
will not be altogether eliminated， even т/vhen once the choice has been made, 
since it will always be possible that some names used previously may have 
escaped notice in the research and that identical or similar marks may have been 
deposited in one or several countries during the time which will elapse between 
the adoption of the various names by WHO and notification of the countries 
concerned. 

We are, of course, very willing to collaborate with you in the search for 
a practical method of.achieving, in the field of industrial property, the end 
•which you have in view. Perhaps я solution would be for one Union to be rep-
resented in your Expert Comnittee on the Unification of Pharmacopoeias, or 
in your Sub-Comiaitteec You will know whether this suggestion is of any value. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

(Signed) MENTHA 

Director" 

Monsieur Paul В1япс 
Pharmaceutical Section 
WHO, Geneva 


