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The Third World Health Assembly requested the Executive Board to study in 

detail the report submitted to the Assembly on "Methods of making available 

information on health legislation", 1 

Decisions will be necessary on the following questions： 

1 . Are the criteria proposed by the Director-General for the selection 

of health legislation adequate? 2 

2. Should the Digest continue to be published in its present form? ^ 

3 . I f the answer to 2 is in the affirmative, should the Digest be issued 

in the form of separate fascicles (as suggested in the annex to resolution 

A3/R/127) in addition to the bound form in which it is now published? 

Note on implications .of publishing in fascicle form. if the same total number 

of copies were printed, the additional cost of printing half of them in fascicle 

would be YJ%, 

Although the first number of the Digest was produced both in fascicle and 

bound forms, and was advertised as available in both these forms, only two 

requests have ever been received for the faacicle form. 

A3/32 

2 
Idem, ppc 4—5 

Possible alternatives are mentioned in document A3/32 pp, 7-8 
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If the board endorses the principle that laws for publication in the Digest 

should be classified into four grades - (1) publication of "vrhole text, (2) pub-

lication of extracts, (3) publication of title and source with a descriptive 

annotation, (4) publication of title and source only - there would be practical 

difficulties in the way of publishing the Digest in fascicle form. It would 

hardly seem justifiable to publish laws in grades 3 and 4 - often consisting of 

only a few lines of print - separately on one side of a page. 

The advantage of a fascicle form would be that laws could be classified 

and filed according to country or subject. However, much the same object could 

be achieved by (a) a subject index in each number, (b) indexes by subject and 

country at the end of each volume, (c) cumulative indexes published periodically ~ 

say, every five years. 

Should the Board decide that the Digest should continue to be published in its 

present form, it may wish to adopt a resolution similar to the following» 

The Executive Board, 

Having studied the'report made by the Director-General to the Third 

World Health Assembly on the presentation and publication of health legis-

lation considered to be of international importance . 

1 . ENDORSES the Director-General's statement of the principles guiding 

the selection of legislation for publication in the International Digest of 

Health Legislation 

2 . DECIDES that the Digest should be published quarterly in its present 

form, with such amendments and improvements as the Director-General may 

from time to time consider desirable. 
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(REPLACING DRAFT RESOLUTION GIVEN ON PAŒ 2 OF DOCUMENT E36/38) 

The Executive Board, 

Considering Resolution A3/R/31 on the Presentation and Publication of 

Health Legislation considered to be of international importance 5 

Considering Resolution A3/R/127 and the principles contained in the 

annex to the said resolution; 

Having studied the report presented by the Director-General to the 

Third World Health Assembly,1 

APPROVES the criteria proposed by the Director-^General for the selection 

of legislative texts for publication in the International Digest of Health 

Legislation; 

2 » DECIDES that the publication of the Digest be in accordance with the 

principles contained in the annex to Resolution A3/R/127 and in the Director-

• 1 

General's report， with the reservation that the presentation in separate 

fascicles be replaced., for reasons of economy, by inclusion in the bound 

volumes of indexes by subject and country; 

INVITES the Direсtor-General to make any other improvements he may con-

sider necessary in the publication in question, particularly with regard to any 

economies which might be effected in the method of presentation of the material 

2 
in the Digest. 

2 Docxanent. A3/32 
Doc liment Á3/81 


