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Respected ACHR members and special invitees, 

 

• I warmly welcome you again to the business session. 

 

• First, I would like to express my deepest appreciation to 

Professor N.K Ganguly for accepting my offer as Chair of the 

Regional ACHR, and also to other ACHR members and 

special invitees for sharing their outstanding expertise and 

experience at this important session.   

 

• You all are eminent groups of scientists, senior researchers 

and health research policy-makers from a variety of 

background. 
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• I am sure that your contribution to this meeting will be both in 

your personal capacity as repositories of scientific and 

research knowledge, and as senior executives of national 

health research institutions and networks. 

 

• I take this opportunity to introduce to you the new Director, 

Programme Management, Dr Bjorn Melgaard, who has 

worked in WHO for many years and earlier served as WHO 

Representative in Thailand. 

 

• His experience of working both at country and global levels 

is indeed invaluable. 

 

Dear colleagues, 

• I would like to share some of my thoughts and views which 

you may consider in your deliberations over the next two 

days.   
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• From time to time, the terms of reference and the 

membership of this Advisory Committee have been reviewed 

and revised in consultation with Member countries in order 

to keep its work in line with the rapid changes and 

challenges. 

 

• As a body of health and health research experts, the ACHR 

plays its role in accordance with the directives received from 

the governing bodies within the framework of the WHO 

policy.  

 

• Learning from the experience of the past few years, I see the 

need for regular communication and full involvement of 

ACHR members with WHO, and also with scientists and 

researchers working at national health research institutions. 
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• This annual meeting of the regional ACHR is one of the 

mechanisms to bring them to a common forum. 

 

• The scientific working groups, expert groups, study groups 

and task forces are other mechanisms for strengthening our 

knowledge and expertise and for improving communication. 

 

• Informal contacts, exchange of visits and implementation of 

a common research agenda through networks will greatly 

help to enhance intercountry cooperation in health research. 

 

• I would like to see more meetings among the ACHR 

members in between the SEA-ACHR sessions to further 

carry out and implement the recommendations. 

 

• In order to bring you up-to date on the progress of health 

research at the international level, Dr Tikki Pang, Director, 
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RPC/HQ will share with you his review on global and 

international health research activities in the last few years. 

 

• The year 2004 is a special one for health research. 

 

• The health research community from all over the world will 

meet at the Mexico World Summit for Health Research in 

November 2004. 

 

• The Summit will devise a technical agenda for health 

research and plans to answer why and what research is 

needed to reach the Millennium Development Goals by 

2015.   

 

• The inputs for the Mexico Summit would be the results of 

collective discussions of research communities through 

global and regional consultations. 
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• The Summit is intended to bring ministers of health and 

science and technology, senior health and health research 

officials, bilateral and multilateral donor  agencies and civil 

societies from the developing and developed countries. 

 

• The Summit could be an important forum to bridge the 

"know-do” gaps. 

 

• At this Summit, WHO will launch the "World Report on 

Knowledge for Better Health", which contains findings from 

various studies on different aspects of health research. 

• With the full involvement of regional ACHRs at the global 

forum, the linkages between the global and regional ACHRs 

have been more successful than ever.   
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Dear respected ACHR members, 

• Over the last few years, the area of ethics in health research 

has become a major focus in the Member countries. 

 

• A series of training was conducted at regional and national 

levels on how to review and agree on health research 

proposals involving human subjects. India, Indonesia, Nepal 

and Thailand have issues of national ethical guides, 

including establishment of a National Ethical Review Board 

or Committee. 

 

• Many institutions became aware of the importance of ethics 

and established their own institutional ethical review 

committees.  

 

• Another area of interest in the South-East Asia Region is 

how to strengthen the management of health research. 
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• A training package on health research management was 

developed by an expert group consisting of global and SEA-

ACHR members. 

 

• India, Indonesia and Thailand have started to conduct 

training on health research management using this package. 

 

• The same countries are actively involved in assessing and 

analysing national health research systems using the global 

framework and tools. 

 

• Based on the recommendation of the ACHR, a regional 

vaccine policy was developed and has been disseminated 

widely in the countries of the Region to complement the 

existing national vaccine policy.  
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• I encourage the ACHR members to critically analyse and 

provide inputs to the above subjects, especially on how 

global and regional health research activities could 

maximally support and strengthen the development of 

national health research systems. 

 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

• Globally, infectious diseases remain the major contributors 

to mortality and morbidity and disproportionately affect 

people living in poverty. 

 

• In most instances, social, economic and political inequalities 

are central to the persistence and spread of this disease. 

 

• In order to better understand the profile and pattern of 

emerging infectious diseases, information on occurrence of 

the disease, the relevant characteristics of the population 
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and the environment in which the disease is occurring, is 

pertinent. 

 

• Valid and reliable evidence and health information is crucial 

to formulate our policies and direct our strategies. 

 

• At the inauguration I mentioned that the theme of this ACHR 

is health research in emerging infectious diseases. 

 

• I keenly look forward to your deliberations and 

recommendations on our agenda for research to combat 

emerging infectious diseases.  

 

• New infectious diseases will continue to appear and their 

emergence and proliferation will be precipitated by a variety 

of socio-ecological factors that do not fall within the realm of 

health sector but exert a profound impact on human health. 
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• Effective surveillance is one of our answer to the enigma of 

emerging infectious diseases.  

 

• Laboratory and epidemiological research is the essential 

foundation upon which a sound disease surveillance and 

response system is based. 

 

• This is especially true in regard to emerging and unknown 

infectious diseases. 

 

• To combat new diseases for which no treatment is known, 

new solutions and interventions need to be developed. 

 

• Meeting the challenge of emerging diseases requires critical 

knowledge of the fundamental biology of infectious agents 

and the pathogenesis of the disease they induce. 
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• This knowledge also needs to be translated into developing 

diagnostic tests to identify diseases, drugs to treat them, and 

vaccines to prevent them.  

 

• In addition, the ability to intervene effectively in an outbreak 

or epidemic, or to implement a successful prevention 

strategy, requires a thorough understanding of the 

epidemiology of the disease. 

 

• An especially important research challenge that may require 

the combined efforts of epidemiologists, microbiologists, 

pharmacologists, and others is to find new ways to combat 

antibiotic resistance, either by preventing its development or 

by designing vaccines or new classes of drugs effective 

against bacteria, viruses, fungi, and parasites. 
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• As of now, in the race between drug-resistant bacteria and 

new drugs, the resilient bacteria seem to be winning.  

 

Dear ladies and gentlemen, 

• Health research needs of emerging infectious diseases are 

vast and complex. 

 

• The critical research needs to include the discovery of new 

and affordable drugs, and vaccines and diagnostic tests, to 

address emerging health issues, especially for prevention 

and control of infectious diseases. 

 

• Equally important is finding ways to make wide and better 

use of existing tools. 
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• Both biomedical and applied health research is required to 

better understand the determinants of disease burden in 

order for health systems to effectively respond to the needs. 

 

• No doubt, some of the health research products should 

involve the present-day cutting edge science and technology 

such as sequencing the genome of pathogens of major 

diseases or discovering ways of slowing down the spread of 

anti-infective drug resistance. 

 

• There is also a need to expand existing knowledge and 

actions on community-based interventions that we have 

already learnt.  

 

• Recent knowledge on how social/behavioural, political and 

economic factors operate in affecting disease patterns and 

disease control will be important to identify future needs, 
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opportunities and innovative thinking for improved 

prevention and control of diseases in the Region. 

 

• The appraisal on social inequalities relate to access to 

information and provision for prevention and treatment of 

emerging infectious diseases. 

 

• We should be clear on the linkages between global, national 

and local-level policies and their ability to respond to key 

health issues and endeavour to mobilize political will and 

national support for dealing with health problems. 

 

• A systematic review will provide evidence-specific 

information on issues and problems of emerging infectious 

diseases and its management in the SEA Region, which 

differs from the other WHO regions. 
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• Professor Ganguly would moderate a panel on situation 

analysis of emerging infectious diseases. 

 

• May I also thank Dr David Heymann, Representative of the 

Director-General, for joining us and sharing his global 

experience at this session.  

 

Distinguished ACHR members, 

 

• Your recommendations would be meaningful only if they are 

followed up. 

 

• The main expected output from the scientific debate of this 

ACHR session is the identification of gaps in knowledge and 

development of a basis for health research agenda in the 

Region.  
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• I expect that the meeting will come up with concrete and 

practical plans that can be implemented at the country level. 

 

• The plans could cover a wide range of activities - from 

preventive research to operational research, with the focus 

on emerging infectious diseases. 

 

• Dr LEE Jong-wook, the WHO Director-General, pointed out 

in the World Health Report 2003, that there must be a return 

to the values of Alma Ata -  WHO’s 1978 commitment to 

primary health care, which implies to the improvement of 

health systems. 

 

• How will health research fit into the health system?  

 

• With WHO's mandate to focus on the countries, there is no 

doubt that the WHO country offices will have to play an 
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important role. Being close to national health authorities and 

other players in the health arena, the WHO country offices 

are ideally placed to provide technical and financial support 

in preparing work plans as well as implementing them. 

 

• They could also act as mediators among focal points and 

stakeholders in health research in the countries.  

 

Distinguished ACHR members,  

• We have to respond to emerging infectious diseases 

effectively.  

 

• For that we need research to provide evidence that would 

equip policy-makers to decide on how best to prevent and 

control emerging infectious diseases. 

 



 

 

19 

• With the rich information obtained from the panel discussion 

and the results of the intensive debate in the small groups, I 

trust that this meeting will come up with concrete and 

specific research plans on emerging infectious diseases. 

 

• Finally, once again, I would like to assure you that the World 

Health Organization will continue to support global, regional 

and national efforts in promoting health research and to work 

towards providing knowledge and evidence in the 

foreseeable future. 

 

• You have a heavy agenda in the next two and a half days. 

 

• We in the Secretariat are always ready to facilitate and 

support your important work. 

 

• Thank you. 
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