
 

28 The Work of WHO in SEA 

5 
Biomedical and Health Information 
and Trends 

Countries in the Region, supported by the intercountry Health 
Situation and Trend Assessment (HST) programme, continued their 
efforts to improve national health information systems (HISs). 

To strengthen morbidity and mortality data, a training course 
on the Tenth Revision of the International Statistical Classification 
of Diseases and Related Health Problems (ICD-10) was 
developed by the National Centre for Classification in Health, a 
WHO Collaborating Centre in Australia. The institutionalization 
of this English-language course is being supported in a few 
countries. The pilot testing of the course was completed in 
November 1997 in Thailand. In early 1999, an intercountry 
course was also held in Myanmar. Activities were also initiated to 
extend the course to Sri Lanka. This course has been very well 
received although its institutionalization has not yet been fully 
realized. To further strengthen morbidity data, a short course in 
basic medical records practice has been designed, also with the 
assistance of the WHO Collaborating Centre in Australia, for 
countries of the Region which have little or no formal training for 
medical records staff. The first such course was conducted in 
Myanmar in 1998. It is anticipated that this training will be 
institutionalized in a few SEAR countries. 

Epidemiology, 
statistics, trend 

assessment
and country 

health 
information



 

The Work of WHO in SEA 29 

The application of health futures methodologies is being used 
to strengthen HISs and their contribution to national planning 
processes. Another innovative approach recently promoted in 
South-East Asia is the DALY methodology, for measuring the 
burden of disease. 

The results of the third evaluation and other sources of health 
data were compiled and analysed in the Health Situation in 
South-East Asia, 1994-1997, which was completed in the first 
half of 1999. 

The global HST programme was reviewed by the 
Management Development Committee in WHO headquarters in 
October 1997; this was followed by an in-depth assessment at 
global, regional and country levels during the first half of 1998. 
At the same time, the intercountry HST programme in the Region 
was evaluated by the Regional Office. Specific HST products 
included for review were the English-language ICD-10 training 
courses and the HFA monitoring and evaluation exercises. These 
products were assessed for their relevance to WHO and national 
programmes, as well as their effectiveness in strengthening HISs 
at the country level. The findings from these evaluation exercises 
were used as inputs for the intercountry and country HST 
programmes for 2000-2001. 

Improvement of scientific communication, production of 
documents and publications, translation of WHO publications 
into national/local languages and promotion of the sale of 
WHO publications continued to be the main activities during the 
period under review. 

Production of books and publications continued. Eleven new 
titles were issued under the SEARO Publications series. Two 
issues of the Regional Health Forum were brought out. Among 
the non-serial publications, Volume 21 of the Dengue Bulletin 
and the Regional Health Reports, 1997 and 1998 were issued. 
Non-priced documents, including reports of various kinds, were 
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produced and distributed. Documentation of the Regional 
Committee, including the report of the meeting and of the 
Technical Discussions was issued. The second volume of the 
Handbook of Resolutions of the Regional Committee was 
updated in November 1998. The loose-leaf list of technical 
documents issued since 1979 was periodically updated. Lists of 
documents received from WHO headquarters and other regions 
and distributed by the Regional Office were issued. World Health 
Assembly and Executive Board documents were received and 
distributed to the staff and the general public. 

Selected staff of the Regional Office were given training on 
report-writing at a workshop organized in August 1998. 

Translation of WHO publications into regional/local 
languages helped to make them easily available to health 
workers and the general public. The languages included Bahasa 
Indonesia, Bengali, Korean and Thai as well as several major 
Indian languages. 

The Regional Office participated in four book fairs. Reprint 
rights were granted to commercial publishers for low-cost local 
editions of 28 titles, including four SEARO publications totalling 
20 000 copies. Permissions were granted to pharmaceutical 
firms to print and distribute for free 136 500 copies of eight 
WHO publications (including one Regional Office publication) to 
doctors in India. Table 1 gives the sales figures for WHO 
publications for 1997 and 1998: 

Table 1.  Sales of WHO publications, 1997 and 1998 

Item 1997 
US$ 

1998 
US$ 

July 1997– 
May 1999 

US$ 

Subscriptions and sales 
of publications 258,091.59 110,230.22 256,356.12 

Note: The above figures represent actual receipts after deduction of all discounts and 
application of the concessional conversion rate of Geneva cover prices to Indian Rupees. 
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Work on the development of the electronic document 
database continued. Under this activity, important WHO policy 
papers, such as World Health Assembly, Executive Board and 
Regional Committee documents, as well as reports of consultants 
and regional meetings are placed on LAN for users in the 
Regional Office. 

The Regional Office Library continued to provide 
comprehensive technical information and literature support to 
WHO staff members, WRs’ offices and Member States. More 
information in electronic format as well as additional 
bibliographic and full-text databases have been added to the 
collection. Library news and newsletter have been distributed in 
electronic format to WHO staff members, WRs’ offices, HELLIS 
(Health Literature, Library and Information Service) network 
libraries and Member States in order to promote the most 
cost-effective utilization. 

Special attention was given for optimal utilization in sharing 
resources among HELLIS network libraries. Index Medicus for 
South-East Asia (IMSEAR) on CD-ROM for both Windows NT 
and UNIX operating system was developed. The Library has also 
been providing its Web-based information services through 
library Intranet and Internet servers. To facilitate the exchange of 
information, ideas and experiences at the regional level, 
development of a HELLIS forum or e-mail discussion groups was 
initiated among network members. 

 

 

 

 

 


