
The Forvninth World Health Assembly, held in Geneva in May 
1996, elected Dr Alberto Mozza (Argentina) as President. From the 
South-East Asia Region, HE. Mr A.H.M. Fowzie (Sri Lankal was 
elected as one of the Vicepresidents Professor A.K. Shamsuddin 
Siddiquey [Bangladesh) was elected as ViceChairman of Committee 
'6' and Dr jigmi Singay (Bhutan) as Rapporteur of Commiiiee 'A'. 
Indonesia was elected to designate a person to serve on the 
Executive Board for a term of three years to fill the vacancy of the 
outgoing member, Nepal, from the South-East Asia Region. 

In its 31-point agenda, the Health Assembly reviewed and 
approved the reports of the Executive Bwrd's 96th and 97th sessions 
and also approved the reports of the main committees. The discussion 
on WHO reform in response to global change covered, inter olio, 
renewal of the HFA strategy and review of the WHO Constitution. 
The Health Assembly adopted 29 resolutions. 

The Fiftieth World Health Assembly, held in Geneva in May 
1997, elected H E. Mr Saleem lqbal Shervani, Minisler of State for 
Health and Family Welfare (India), as President. Dr S.R. Simkhada 
[Nepal) was elected as one of the ViceChoirmen of Committee '6'. 
Sri Lanka was elected to designate a person to serre as a member 
of the Executive Board in place of the outgoing member. Thailand. 
The Health Assembly reviewed the reports of the Executive Bwrd's 
98th and 9ah sessions. 
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The Health Assembly discussed the World Heolth Report 1997 
which had 'Conquering suffering, enriching humaniiy' as its theme. 
The Health Assembly reviewed and npproved the progrornme 
budget for 1998~1999 the work of the preparation of the loth 
General Programme of Work and endorsed the reports of Committee 
'A' ond Committee 'B'. Discussions were held on WHO reform, 
budget and finance matters and control of tropical diseases, 
including malaria and filariasis. The Heollh Assembly adopted 
38 resolutions. 

The 97th session of the Executive Board was held in Geneva in 
January 1996. In the context ofWHO's response to global change, 
the progress report on reforms, the role of WHO country offices, 
review of the Orgonizotion's Constitution and reassignment of 
Member States to different regions were some of the subiecls 
discussed. 

The 98th session of the Executive Board was held in Geneva 
in May 1996 and Mr Songay Ngedup [Bhutanl wos elected as 
Chairman. It discussed the reports of scientific advisory bodies, 
WHO response to globol change, the review and evaluation of 
specific programmes and budgetary reform. 

The 99th session of the Executive Board was held in Geneva 
in January 1997 In the context of the item on WHO reform, the 
Board discussed, inter olio, renewol of the HFA strategy, review 
of WHUs Constitution and the role of WHO country offices. The 
Board considered proposals for further savings, including the 
possibility of holding biennial instead of annual meetings of the 
Heolth Assembly. It also reviewed and endorsed the programme 
budget for 1998-1 999 

The 100th session of the Executive Board was held in Geneva 
in May 1997 immediately oher the Fiftieth World Health Assembly. 
The Board discussed the drah global health policy and the role of 
WHO country offices, the progress report of its special group on 
the review of the WHOConstitution and the implementation of Rule 
52 of the Rules of Procedure of the Executive Board regarding the 
nomination for the post of DirectorGeneral. 



Two sessions of the Regional Committee for South-East Asia were 
held during the period covered by this report: while the fortyeighth 
session wos held in Colombo, Sri Lanka, from 12 to 18 September 
1995, the fortyninth session was heid in Chiang Mai, Thoiland, 

from 9 to 14 September 1996. 

At the forbighth sesslon, the Regional Committee reviewed the 
report of the Regional Director covering the period 1 July 1993 to 
30June 1995. The Committee agreed on a supplementary intercountry 
programme with the focus on three broad areas, namely, advocacy 
for health, technical cooperation among countries and international 
cooperation on standard-setting and innovations. The Committee 
agreed to implement these programmes by transferring resources 
from country budgets for 1996-1 992 

During the technical d~scussions on Alternative Financing of 
Health Care, the Committee urged the Member States to study and 
explore alternative financing of heoith care and introduce suitable 
reform measures to ensure quality of service, social responsibility 
and consumer protection. 

The forbpinth session of the Regionoi Committee considered the 
report of the Regional Director for the period 1 July 1995 to 30 
June 1996. The Committee olso noted the recornmendotions of on 
ad hoc working group on regional allocations, the observations and 
recommendations of the Regional Consultation on WHO Constitution 
and the implementation status of supplementary intercountry 
programmes. The Committee felt that the Executive Board members 
from the Region should be associated with important meetings 
organized by the Reg~onal Office, including policy-level meetings 
such as the Regionol Committee. It urged the Member States to 
encourage and promote the participation of women in the meetings 
of WHOgoverning bodies as well as in the work of the Organization. 
The Committee endorsed the proposed programme budget for 
1998-1999, which wos prepared using the concept of strotegic 
budgeting with products for specific programmes. 

Technical discussions were held on Quality Assurance in 
Laboratory Practices. The Committee emphasized the need to develop 

national laboratory policies with quality assurance as an integral 



part of laboratory services, and urged the Member States to strengthen 
their capacities for improving the performance and quality of 
laboratory practices. 

The Committee urged the Member States to develop, improve 
and integrate their national health systems into the managerial 
processes for health development, and requested the Regional 
Director to continue to publish the Regional Health Report annually, 
focusing on specific themes of relevance to the Region. 
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