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All Member Stotes in the Region have projects under the Drug Action 
Programme (DAP] which is also known as the Action Progromme on 
Essential Drugs 

The guidelines for developing national drug pol~cies, published 
by WHOin  1988, were updated. In October 1995, the Government 
of Australia, in collaboration with WHO, convened on international 

conference in Sydney to exchange experiences in developing and 
implementing national medicinal drug policies in Asia and the Pocific 
regions. Participation by about 300 persons from almost 50 countries 
sewed to highltght the importance accorded to the development of 

national drug policies. 

Components of drug policy such as drug registration and 

regulatory control, selection and supply of drugs, pharmoceuticol 
quality assurance, rational drug use, economic strategies for drugs, 
monitoring ond evaluation of national drug policies, humon resources 
development and technical cooperation among countries were also 
further developed and strengthened in accordance with nation01 
priorities. In November 1996, a meeting of the WHO/St'ARO 

Working Group on Drug Financing was convened in Tha~land to 

identify and improve financial mechonisms to promote equity tn the 
access to essential drugs at different levels of health care 

Drug regulatory administrations, espec~ally for India, Moldives 
Myanmar, Nepal and Sri Lanka, were strengthened with technical 
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support as well as supplies and equipment. National essential drugs 
lists have been revised. In March 1996, the first national list of 
essential drugs for India was formulated. 

Bangladesh and Nepal were assisted in developing their own 
reference substances. Indonesia was assisted in the preparation of 
a notional formulary for over-the-counter drugs The development 
and publication of the Delhi State Essential Drugs Formulary in Morch 

1997 was supported. Bhutan, Maldives and Myanmar were assisted 
in the developrnent of standard treatment guidelines. 

The ASEAN technical cooperation in pharmaceuticals has entered 
its fifth phase, which extends from 1997 to 2001 The cumulative 
products of Phase IV (1992~19961 became evident in 1996 with the 
publication by lndonesia of the ASEPN Good Manufacturing Practices 

Guidelines (Third edition), 36 herbal monographs compiled in the 
Standard of ASEN Herbal Medicines [Volume I ,  and the development 
of 40 herbaria Thailand coordinated in the production of 27 ASEAN 

reference substances Sixty-five persons were trained through ASEAN 
courses and WHO fellowships. 

The bi~regonal technical cooperation in essential drugs began 
in 1996 with the aim of improving collaboration between theASEAN 

countries and those of the South~East Asia Region. While the ASEAN 
countries will be assisted to further develop their own programmes 
with assistance from WHO, they, in turn, will be involved in the 
development of programmes on quality assurance of drugs in other 
countries 

Procurement of drugs, biologicals and contraceptives is a necessary 
component of many WHOprogrammes. Pharmaceutical raw materials 

and finished formulations worth about US$] 5 million were supplied 
to meet the emergency situation following floods in DPR Korea In 
Myonmar, drugs for the treatment of malaria and tuberculos~s as well 

as contraceptives were supplied; in Bangladesh, essential drugs were 
provided for the Fourth Population and Health Project, while in Nepal, 
drugs for the treotrnent of tuberculosis were supplied using funds from 

the Norwegian aid agency, NORAD 

Procurement 
of drugs, 
biologicals 
and 
contraceptives 
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I Some Member States continued to use the W H O  channel of 

; procurement to meet their requirement of HIV test kits. These included 
i India. Maldives and Sri Lanka. Bangladesh, Maldives and Nepal 

; utilized the WHO reimbursable scheme for procurement of vaccines. 
! 

A survey of manufacturers within the Region led to increased 
local purchase of essential drugs. 
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