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3. PROCUREMENT OF SUPPLIES ANil EQUIPMENT 

During the period under review, supplies and equipment worth 
US5772 034, covering 5 548 items, were procured. These included laboratory 
equipment and chemicals, hospital and surgical supplies, drugs, vaccines, 
biologicals, teaching equipment, transport vehicles and, in  a few cases, limited 
supplies of office equipment and stationery. Also, 2 692 medical books and 
periodicals costing US$37 586 were supplied. Supplies were also procured and 
handled on behalf of certain research institutions out of the WI-I0 grants to those 
institutions. A few institutions also availed themselves of the facility extended 
by WED to procure medical books and literature on a reimburseable basis. 

Twenty-eight new requests under the Revolving Fund for the procurement 
of teaching and laboratory equipment were received, 21 of which were processed; 
the others were awaiting clearance by governments or advance deposits from 
the colleges concerned. 

Tile numbers of doses of freeze-dried smallpox vaccine danated by Member 
Governments to the countries of the Region were as f o b s :  

Afghanistan : 913 000 doses (from tine USSR) 

Burma 75 600 doses (from Switzerland) 

Indonesia : 2 550 000 doses (2 000 000 doses from the USSR, 
250 000 from New Zealand, 
200 000 from China (Taiwan), and 
100 000 from Thailand 

Nepal : 4 315 000 doses (from the USSR) 

In addition to the above, jet smallpox vaccine was supplied - 100 000 doses to 
Afghanistan and 2 000 000 doses to Indonesia (both donated to WHO from the United 
States Emergency Reserve). Another 300 000 doses received from WHO 
Headquarters were sent to Burma. 

In response to an urgent request from Malaysia, 250 000 doses of cholera 
vaccine donated to WHO by the Government of M i a  were air-freighted to 
Kuala Lumpur. 

For use in an immunization campaign in Cambodia, 30 000 doses of 
cholera vaccine, which had been donated by the Government of Ceylon and stored 
in.New Delhi, were sent to that country. 

In order to combat an epidemic of gastro-enteritis in Maldives, steps 
were taken to send urgently-needed curative and preventive drugs. In addition 
to  the drugs purchased in Colombo by the WHO Representative to Ceylon, 666 bags 
of normal saline, 50 000 tablets of sulphadimidine, 15C litres of Ringer's lactate 
solution and 100 litres of chloramphenicol syrup were procured in India and air- 
freighted to Male. 
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An epidemic of gastro-enteritis was also reported from Nepal, and 
300 000 doses of cholera vaccine from the USSR were immediately suppli~d; 
also, 8 000 capsules of tetracycline were procured locally from Wlhi and sent 
to Kathmandu. 

4. COLLABORATION WITH OTHER AGENCIES 

4.1 United Nations 

Co-operation with the United Nations continued to be very close during 
the year. Attendance a t  various inter-agency meetings was conducive to further- 
ing this collaboration. The twenty-first session of the Regional Committee also 
helped to bring about closer contacts with the United Nations and its related 
specialized agencies. Opportunity was taken of a visit to New Delhi of the Under 
Secretary-General of the United Nations to explore avenues of assistance to 
country health programmes and, notably, World Bank collaboration in different 
national water suppIy schemes. 

Within the mandate given by the World Health Assembly, co-operation was 
maintained with the United Nations in the field of family planning. The Regional 
Office co-operated with the United Nations Family Planning Mission which visited 
India, and advice was given on the health aspects of this programme as well as 
those relating to maternal and child welfare. 

4.1.1 United Nations Development Programme IUNDP) 

Assistance was rendered to UNDP staff during the course of their visits 
to various WHO-assisted projects. 

Continuous consultations with the Resident Representatives of the UNDP 
by the WHO Representatives in the different countries, a$ well as by WHO 
Regional Office staff, helped in formulating gov.ermentst requests for new 
programmes for 1969-1970 to be financed out of UNDP funds. Contacts were also 
maintained concerning proposed UNDPJSF assistance in the fields d quality 
control of drugs and repairs to electro-medical equipment in Jndia, water 
supplies and local production of DDT in several countries of the Region and uf 
Brucella vaccine in Mongolia. 

The Regional Office was represented at the Regional Meetlng of the UNDP 
Resident Representatives in Asia and the Far East, which was held in Manila in 
February. 

Discussions were held in New Delhi with the UNDP Protein Mission 
to India. 


