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INTRODUCTION 

Very often in the past I have wondered how I would present my last report 
to the Regional Committee. Finally the time has come when I must render an 
account of this period of stewardship - an unbroken period of almost twenty years, 
from 1949 to 1968. How best to present this final balance sheet was not easy to 
decide. I could have tried to make a r6sumk of the past nineteen annual reports 
and to recapitulate the achievements over this whole twenty-year span. This I 
felt would be a repetition, Recently I had wondered whether I should not, in some 
way, try to give an account of the work of WHO during this period country by country. 
In actual practice, however, this would be difficult to do: such an account would 
likely be no more than a description of numerous projects, not necessarily connected 
one with the other. On the other hand, if presented on a regional basis, it might, 
I thought, make more sense, a s  one could give a general picture of how the work of 
the Organization developed in an over-all way. After all, the individual projects in 
countries are but a reflection of the collective thinking, the progrnmme planning for 
the whole of the Region. How did this collective thinking develop? What form did 
it take in individual countries? What were the problems faced? And what, perhaps, 
the results achieved? 

To answer these questions, it  seemed necessary to attempt something in 
the nature of a historical document - to start from the beginning and to describe, 
step by step, how all this took place. This has been attempted in a separate volume, 
called "The World Health Organization: Twenty Years in South-East Asiatt, which 
will be issued on 1 January 1968 and in which the entire story of the Regional Office 
is being told in detail. I must let those pages speak for themselves and leave the 
judgment to the governments of the Region, whom I have had the honour to serve 
during all these years. 

My colleagues and I have served the Regional Committee to the best of our 
ability - no one could ask for more. I am indeed grateful to the governments of 
this region for having placed implicit trust in me for so many years and given 
me the opportunity to serve the cause of public health in South-East Asia from such 
a vantage point a s  is offered by a WHO regional office. For my WHO colleagues in 
the Region, I have hardly any words with which to describe adequately my tremendous 
debt of gratitude. mateve; has been achieved, during this long journey of twenty 
years, has been entirely due to their unremitting hard work and devotion to the 
cause of WHO. I have but been their senior colleague. For their devotion, and even 
more, for their affection, what can I say except "Thank you!It 7 

The present annual report is similar to those of previous years and follows 
the same pattern. The real story is told in "The World Health Organization: 
Wenty Years in South-East Asiatt. 

With the presentation of this report I take leave of the governments of the 
South-East Asia Region and of the staff of the Regional Office. 

- / c . w  
Regional Director 


