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4, VACCINE PRODUCTION 

In order to help meet the needs of the immunization programmes being 
carried out against the major preventable discascs, WHO has assisted several 
projects concerned with production of bacterial and viral vaccines. This 
assistance has included technical advice on enlarging the existing production, 
on introducing modern techniques, on carrying out dependable control tests, 
and on the upkeep and breeding of laboratory animals (for this a consultant 
visited eight centres in India a s  well a s  Colombo and Bangkok). 

In the field of bacterial vaccines, WHO and UNICEF co-operated in 
giving further assistance to the Burma Pharmaceutical Institute, Rangoon, the 
Central Research Institute, Kasauli (India), and the Bio Farma Institute, Indonesia, 
to establish or expand the production of diphtheria-pertussis-tetanus triple vaccine. 

Small-scale production of acetone-dried' typhoid vaccine was planned a t  the 
Hamine Institute,  omd day. 

WHO assistance was planned for the BCG Vaccine Laboratory, Guindy 
(Madras), for large-scale production of freeze-dried vaccine. 

In the field of viral vaccines, considerable help was given by WHO and 
UNICEF to establish, expand and modertLize the production of the freeze-dried 
smallpox vaccine for the campaigns in progress, and to train personnel in most 
countries. Fellowships were awarded; a WHO consultant was provided and a 
demonstration course on the use of shelf-drying equipment and production techniques 
organized. 

Further prcgrcss was made in the production of oral live attenuated polio- 
myelitis vaccine a t  the Pasteur Institute, Coonoor, in India,and for its testing 
at  the HaMcine Institute, Bombay. 

The Central Research Institute in Kasauli, India, was able to produce i ts  
first batch of yellow-fever vaccine from the 17/D virus strain, satisfying inter- 
national requirements. 

5. HEALTH STATISTICS 

. National committees on vital and health statistics o r  their equivalents now 
exist in six countries of the Region. During the year under review only one of 
these committees met. There is thus ample scope for greater co-ordination of 
activities of diverse agencies that producc vital and health statistics 

The publication of available health statistics by the countries of the Region 
a s  part of their annual health reports or separately is still far from complete. During 
the year a supplementary annual vital statistics report for 1962 was issued by the 
Government of Burma. The Director-General of Health Sarvicee, India, 


