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2r 6 Cultural Contributions to the Regional Office Building 

At a brief ceremony on 25 September 1964, the Director-General of Health 
Services, Afghanistan, formally presented six Afghan carpets to the Regional Office, 
a s  the final instalment of Afghnistan's cultural contribution to the new building. 

The Mongolian contribution and some more furniture from Ceylon have been 
promised. 

2.7 Constitutional and Legal Matters 

Contacts with Member Governments of the Region were maintained through 
the WHO Representatives and by means of visits to the various countries by the 
Regional Director and technical and administrative staff. 

Negotiations with Member Governments on plans of operations for approved 
projects, exchanges of letters, and addenda to the existing plans of operatiom were 
undertaken a s  usual. 

3. PROCUREMENT OF SUPPLIES AND EQUIPMENT 

Supplies worth $374 000 were procured during the year under the R e p h r .  
EPTA and UNSF funds. These covered a wide range of items, including laboratory 
equipment and chemicals, drugs, teaching equipment, medical literature, vehicles, 
etc. Supplies were also procured on behalf of research institutions out of the WHO 
grants to these institutions. Among the centres for which supplies involving large 
amounts were provided were the Central Public Health Engineering Research 
Institute, Nagpur (India 176) and the Tuberculosis Chemotherapy Centre, Madras 
(India 53). 

Freeze-dried smallpox vaccine donated by the United Kingdom, the Nether- 
lands, Switzerland, the USSR and ~adagasca'  to the WHO Smallpox Eradication 
Special Account was distributed to various countries in the Region (see Part I, 
Section 1.3.1). 

In pursuance of a resolution of the Executive Board (EB33.R44),medical 
bocks and literature were procured for the University of Ceylon on a reimbursable 
basis. 

Action was also taken for the procurement of spare parts for transport 
vehicles on behalf of the Government of Nepal on a reimbursable basis. 

Consequent on the withdrawal of UNICEF from Indonesia, action was initiated 
for the provision of some of the most urgently needed supplies for projects. 
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The Medical Supply Officer visited the Tuberqulosis Chemotherapy Centre, 
Madras, in order to review the supply requirements of the Centre with the project 
staff and to establish better planning for the procurement of drugs and laboratory 
supplies. He also took the opportunity to look into the stock position a t  the Centre 
and prepared an inventory of all capital equipment. 

4. COLLABORATION WITH OTHER AGENCIES 

There has been continued collaboration yith the United Nations, its 
specialized agencies and bilateral agencies both at  the Regional Office and a t  
country level, through frequent consultations, regular meetings and participa- 
tion in conferences on subjects of mutual interest, 

4 1 United Nations 

WHO continued to work in close co-operation with the United Nations, 
Special areas of collaboration with the various argans and agencies of the United 
Nations a r e  described below, and meetings called within the ~ e g i &  by United 
Nations agenqies, attended by representatives of WHO, are  listed is Annex 3. In 
addition, assistance was given to the United Nations Information Service in 
various countries of the Region in planning the observance of the "International 
Co-operation Year", and a special article on international co-operation in 
health was prepared. 

4.1.1 Unite$ Nations Technical Assistance, Board (UNTAB) 
and United Nations Special Fund (UWF) 

The Executive Chairman of the Board called a t  the Regional Office and 
discussed with the Regional Director and technical staff matters of mutual interest. 
The Resident Technical Assistance Representatives in Afghanistan and Ceylon also 
visited the Regional Office to review the progsrek of technical assistance programmes 
in thoae countries. Close contacts with RTARs a t  country level were, as usual, 
maintained by the WHO Representatives. 

WHO continued to be the Executing Agency for two projects in M i a  assisted 
by the United Natioos Special Fund. A United Nations team visited the Regional 
Office en qoute to Madras on a watersupply survey. 

The possibility of assistance by the UNSF and the World Bank to water- 
supply programmes in South Mia was discussed locally. 


