
Health, Science and Public Policy 

A series of consultative meetings on health development in 
the Region, involving senior government personnel and a 
wide-range of experts in health and health-related sectors, 
including NGOs were held. These culminated in the adoption 
of the Declaration on Health Development in the South-East 
Asia Region in the 2lsf century at the 15th Meeting of Health 
Ministers in August 1997. 

A plan of action, endorsed by the 33rd meeting of CCPDM, 
inter olio, focused on endorsement of the Declaration at the 
highest level of the government and its ownership by all 
stakeholders, and its operationalization through national plans 
of action to strengthen leadership for health. Annual meetings 
of Ministers of Health and Health Secretaries of the Region 
and various international conferences, such as the International 
Conference on Global Health, have also contributed to 
reinforcing leadership for health. Other initiatives taken by the 
Regional Office, such as supporting the Conference of 
Parliamentarians on Women, Health and Environment (1997), 
as also publications such as Partnerships: A New health vision; 
annual Regional Health Reports since 1996, and Monograph 
on Poverty and Health have contributed to strengthening 
leadership for health and placing health issues high on the 
political and developmental agendas at national and regional 
levels. 

-. 
Intensified advocacy over the past several years has led to 
widespread endorsement of a life-cycle approach to women's 
health and recognition of women's vital participation in national 
sustainable development. 
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Greater ottention to women, health and development (WHD) 
issues has also been promoted through widespread dissemination 
of information material. Avideo was produced portraying gender- 
based inequalities in health and outlining the actions needed 
to improve women's health and enhance their role in development. 

The preparation of WHD country profiles in collaboration 
with multidisciplinary and multisectoral teams in countries 
under the coordination of national focal points has provided 
a means to address WHD information needs. The process of 
profile preporotion was equally important in bringing together 
key decision-makers, experts and advocates in order to promote 
the use of information and critical analysis as the basis for 
relevant policy and programme measures and research. The 
country profiles were used extensively in the Regional Health 
Report, 1998, with its focus on women. 

The Declarotion on Health Development in the South-East 
Asia Region calls for investment in women's health and 
development and gender mainstreaming. Countries have taken 
steps to draw attention to WHD issues in their national develop- 
ment plans as well as in their nation01 health programmes. 

A significant highlight of WHO'S collaborative programme 
on WHD has been the establishment of a separate technical 
unit in the Regional Office within the Division of Health Policy 
and Management in recognition of the need to enhance 
technical capacity in support of country and regional initiatives. 
The programme will continue its focus on advocacy, policy 
guidance, gender mainstreaming and integration of operational 
aspects of WHD in relevant programme areas. 

In December 1997, an Internotional Conference on Global 
Health Law was organized in collaboration with the Indian 
Law Institute. The Conference endorsed the Declaration on 
Global Health Law which explicitly spells out the role of 
Member States and WHO in promoting health legislation for 
the development of notional health policy in line with the 
principles of health for all and national values. 

- 
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In addition, Bangladesh, India, Indonesia, Myanmar, Nepal 

~., 
and Thailand have reviewed/updated, or are in the process 
of reviewing and updating their health legislation, in 
collaboration with WHO. 

The main thrust of the regional research programme was on 
the improvement of research management practices at different 
levels of research hierorchy. The application of research results 
in the formulation of national health policy and development 
of strategies to improve the health status of the people was 
also stressed. 

A regional workshop on research management was 
conducted in Surabaya, Indonesia in August 1997. The 
workshop, which was attended by senior research scientists 
from nine countries, reviewed the current status of health 
research coordination and management at national and 
regional levels. Senior research scientists from nine countries 
attended this workshop. A work plan to strengthen health 
research coordination and management at the national level 
was developed together with follow-up mechanisms. 

To promote and strengthen networking of WHO 
collaborating centres, a consultative meeting covering areas 
of reproductive health and emerging/re-emerging infectious 
diseases was held in New Delhi, in September 1997. A plan 
of action for collaborative activities in the areas of emerging/ 
re-emerging infectious diseases, such as epidemiological 
surveillance and outbreak/control of communicable diseases, 
case management of dengue/DHF, control of cholera, and 
rabies control was formulated. Many issues related to functions, 
logistics and management of WHO collaborating centres were 
clarified and streamlined. In the area of reproductive health, 
priority research areas were identified togetherwith coordinating 
and participating centres and countries. 

- 
The South-East Asia Advisory Committee on Health Research 

and Medical Research Councils or Analogous Bodies and 
Concerned Research Foci in relevant Ministries, met in a first 
joint session in Colombo, Sri Lanka, in April 1998 in order 
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to foster greater collaboration. Important recommendations 
were made, including formulation of national research policies 
and strategies, management of research information, criteria 
for setting research priorities and mechanisms for coordination 
of research activities in the countries. Following the meeting, 
scientific working groups have been formed to develop specific 
guidelines and action in the above four areas. 

Commissioned research studies on 'situation analysis and 
intervention study of adolescent health', 'WHDcountry profiles', 
'health care financing', 'study of factors and policies that 
determine geographical distribution of medical staff in SEAR 
countries', and 'study of general practice and its implications 
for medical education in SEAR countries' were completed. 

I 

I National Heahh Policies and Programme 
Development and ~ a n a ~ e m h t  

National capacity building is a WHO priority area. Emphasis is 
given to individual, group and institutional capacity building for 
overall sustenanceof national health development. In strengthening 
the national managerial process, technical support was provided 
for the preparation of the Bangladesh Fifth Health and Population 
sector programme ( 1  998-2003),Second Long-term Health Plan, 
including the health component of the Ninth Five-year plan 
(1997-2002) for Nepal, and the Health sector component of 
Bhutan's Eighth Five-year plan ( 1  997-2002) 

Support was also ~rov ided for the formulation and 
development of proiects funded by various bilateral and 
multilateral donors. Leading examples are the social sector 
programme loan funded by the Asian Development Bank (ADB) 
to mitigate the impact of the economic crisis, and covering 
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