
health educators and other health personnel. Regular contact with 
the media was maintained to keep them abreast with background 
information on WHO policies, strategies and event-specific F 

activities. 

Rehabilitation WHO continued to promote the concept of community-based 
rehabilitation (CBR) in Member Countries. Support was provided 
to Bhutan for translating the WHO manual on community-based 
rehabilitation into the local longuage. With this, the number of 
countries which have translated and published this important 
manual into their local languages has reached six. 

Nutrition 

With WHO'S support, a study was conducted on Alternatives 
for Communitybosed Rehabilitation Model in Thailand. In 
Indonesia, where CBR programmes are under way in several 
locations, an Asia-Pacific Regional Conference of Rehabilitation 
lnternat~onal wos held in September 1995 for boosting public 
awareness on disability issues and promoting actions needed for 

. 
full rehabilitation of disobled people. Support was also provided 
to a training workshop on CPR for provincial health personnel in 
Indonesia while several seminars/conferences dealing with various 
aspects of disabilities such as mental retardation, childhood 
disabilities, spinal cord iniuries, etc., were supported in lndio 

Nutrition, Food Security and Safety 
A Regional Workshop on National Plans of Action for Nutrition: 
An ICN Follow-up was held in New Delhi, 20-22 November 
1995, which was jointly organized by WHO, UNICEF and FA0 
Nutritional situation analyses from countries revealed that they 
faced serious problems of underweight children, iodine deficiency 
disorders, anaemia and vitamin A deficiency 
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An Intercountry Workshop on Iron Deficiency Anaemia [IDA) 
was held at the Institute of Nutrition, Mahidol University, Thailand, 
1 1-14 December 1995. The Workshop reiterated the importance 
of IDA prevention and control which did not receive due priority. 

The Fourth Meeting of South-East Asia Nutrition 
Research-cum-Action Network was held in Jakarta, Indonesia, 

june 1996. The network includes four WHO collaborating 
centres [one each in Indonesia and Thailand and two in India) 
which are oclive in nutrition-related research. Other activities 
included technical assistance for the production of a national 
nutrition survey report in Maldives, which is the first of its kind. 

The focus on food safety has primarily been on the development 
of national programmes through insti\utional strengthening and 
human resources development. Reviews of the food safety situation, 
development of laboratories for food analysis, training of food 
inspection personnel and studies on food contamination were 
areas of WHO technical assistance. In lndia, Maldives, Myanmar 
and Nepal, situational reviews were conducted and technical 
advice provided to develop national food safety programmes. 
Training activities focused on the hazard analysis critical control 
point method of assessing food contamination in Bangladesh, 
lndia, Indonesia, Maldives, Myanmar, Nepal and Sri Lanka and 
on other food inspection and analysis methods. 

Studies of the presence of heavy metals in foods and on 
food were conducted in lndia and on street and 
weaning foods in Myanmar and Sri Lanka. In DPR Korea, the 
development of analytical techniques of microbial and chemical 
contominotion of food was technically assisted under a UNDP 
project. In Indonesia, a workshop on food sanitation in catering 
establishments, preparation of a report on the development of 
food inspection, and a study on food safety in tourism were 
supported. WHO provided assistance for Indian and Indonesian 
officials to participate in various Codex Alimentarius meetings as 
well as in the Second Asian Conference on Food Safety, In 

Food safety 
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Water supply 
and sanitation 

in human 
senlements 

add~t~on, study tours to observe the management of food safety 
programmes were organzed for off~c~als from lnd~a, lndones~a ' and Srt Lanka i 

1 
L 

1 

j Environmental Health 

WHO support to Member States in this programme has 
concentrated on institutional development and strengthening, 
particularly in areas of drinking water quality surveillance, operation 
and management of water supply and sanitation systems, and 
information management. Seminars on unaccounted-for water and ..* 
prevention of water leakage were organized in Bangladesh, 
Myanmar, Nepal and Sri Lanka. Similarly, in India, support was 
provided for the development of an operation and maintenance 
manual. Postgraduate troining in environmental or sanitary 
engineering was supported for candidates from Bangladesh, 
Maldives and Myanmar. Short-term training in various water 
supply and sanitation topics, including data management and 
laboratory technology, wos supported for fellows from Bangladesh, 
India, Maldives, Myanmar and Sri Lanka. 

/ Short-term consultants were fielded in Maldives to assist the 3 

i 
; development of o governmentsontrolled mechanism for privatized 
i 

water supply and sanitation systems, while national consultants / on R&D and human resource development continued to provide 
i 1 support to rural water supply in India. Strengthening of laboratory 

i capacity for drinking water quality surveillance and procurement 
of computer hardware and software, office equipment, technical 

: publications and journals wos supported in Bangladesh, India, 
1 Maldives, Myanmar, Nepal and Sri lanka. A study of institutional 
k 
j framework for provision of water supply and sanitation was 
1 supported in lndia. The country project team in Bangladesh 

= 
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