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the dissemination of information, the number of scientists and institutions 
which are participating in the Programme has steadily increased. In this 
region, the collaborative research activities supported by TDR have been 
mainly in the fields of malaria chemotherapy, leprosy chemotherapy and 
immunology. In addition, research in filariasis, biological control of 
vectors and socio-economic research is creating increased interest among 
the scientists. The number of scientists trained under the Programme is 
also steadily increasing. Those trained are returning to their home 
institutions and are engaged in research activities in their specialties. 

The WHO Special Programme of Research, Development and Research 
Training in Human Reproduction continued to remain a major source of 
encouragement to research in the Region. The collaborative research 
supported was mainly in the field of development of new methods for 
fertility regulation; improvment of existing methods of fertility 
regulation, and health service research related to fertility regulating 
methods and infertility. In addition, support was provided through 
institution strengthening activities, including research training. 

9. TECHNICAL INFORMATION AND REFERENCE SERVICES 

The period under review witnessed a breakthrough in regard to the 
clearance of the backlog of assignment and other reports, the number of 
reports edited during the year totalling 276 as of 31 May 1982. In the case 
of most of these reports, the summaries of the recommendations made were 
also edited and sent to the government concerned soon after the completion 
of a consultant's assignment. An important publication brought out during 
the year was the "Perspectives for Health Development in the South-East 
Asia Region", which seeks to give an overview of the perspectives, the 
essential linkages in the health development process and the organizational 
changes needed to meet this goal. Under the WHO Regional Publications, 
South-East Asia Series, an "Annotated Bibliography of Medical Literature on 
Burma (1866-1976)" was printed and published. In addition, editing support - 
was provided to various units in the Regional Office. 

Other activities included documentation and reference services and 
the sale of WHO publications. 

Documentation 

Reports brought out under printed cover for wider distribution 
included the following: (a) Report of the Meeting of Ministers of Health of 
countries of the WHO South-East Asia Region, and (b) Plasmodium falciparum 
resistance to 4-Aminoquinolines (Second Review Meeting of Research Workers 
in the Regional Collaborative Studies). In addition, wide distribution was 
given to a large number of other documents. The report and minutes of the 
Thirty-fourth session of the Regional Committee and the report of the 
technical discussions held during the session on "The Role of Ministries of 
Health as Directing and Coordinating Authorities on National Health Work" 
were, as usual, edited and issued with a printed cover. A revised edition 
of the "Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions of the WHO Regional Committee 
for South-East Asia", Volume 11, was brought out, incorporating the 
resolutions adopted at the Thirty-fourth session. 



SEA/RC35/2 
Page 125 

Sales - 
The total sales of WHO publications during 1981 amounted to 

~ ~ $ 6 8  355.00*, of which subscriptions accounted for US$42 260.00 and other 
sales ~ ~ $ 2 6  094.00. These included counter sales,single-copy orders,receipts 
on behalf of Headquarters and low-priced Regional Office publications. 

The sale for the first five months of 1982 amounted to ~ ~ $ 4 8  120.-. 

Exhibition and displays 

WHO participated in the Fifth World Book Fair, held in New Delhi 
from 5 to 15 February 1982. A card calendar with information on WHO 
publications and their availability through the Regional Office was printed 
and distributed to the visitors along with other publicity material. The 
sales at the Fair amounted to US$2,060.00, almost three times the sales 
during the previous Fair. 

Selected books were displayed in World Health House during important 
meetings, seminars and courses, such as the Fourth Coordinating Group 
Meeting on Mental Health and the Orientation Training Course in Medical 
Librarianship. Groups of nursing students and health educators visiting the 
Regional Office were regularly briefed on WHO publications and their 
availability at concessional rates. 

*All figures relating to sales are based on the net amount shown in the 
invoices, in most of which a 50% discount (40% in respect of subscriptions) 
and, in some cases, an additional 10% trade discount have been allowed. 
Therefore, the commercial value of the publications sold should be taken to 
be approximately double the figures given. 


