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5.4 Bilateral and Other Agencies 

Frequent contacts were maintained both at the Regional Office level and 
in the countries of the Region with agencies such as the Swedish Inter- 
national Development Authority (SIDA), the Canadian International 
Development Agency (CIDA), the Danish International Development Agency 
(DANIDA) and the Norwegian Agency for International Development (NORAD) 
in respect of the assistance that is being provided by these agencies. 
Regular consultations were held with representatives of bilateral 
agencies such as US AID and the Overseas Development Ministry of the 
United Kingdom on their collaboration with the governments in the Region. 

5.5 Non-governmental Organizations in Official Relations with WHO 

Close and cordial relations continued to be maintained with the national 
organizations in various countries of the Region affiliated to inter- 
national non-governmental organizations. Regional Office as well as 
field staff participated in a number of activities of these agencies,and 
WHO was represented at meetings sponsored by them. Representatives from 
32 non-governmental organizations in official relations with WHO were 
present at the thirty-second session of the Regional Committee,andtheir 
presence was utilized for fruitful discussions and exchange of ideas. 

6. PUBLIC INFORMATION 

During the year, activities aimed at dissemination of information on 
health coverage and on the work of WHO continued to be expanded in both 
urban and rural areas. Greater use was made of the satellite television 
facilities in India on an experimental basis by providing them with rele- 
vant information material and films. 

The thrust was on motivating and involving the people, through the mass 
media, to take up the challenge of achieving the goal of health for all 
by the year 2000. In this connexion, a monthly newsletter, HFA 2000, is 
being published regularly since December 1979. The response to this 
newsletter has been most encouraging. 

The signing of the Charter for Health Development by five countries in 
the Region also provided a good opportunity to highlight the conrmunity 
of interest in health and to underscore the importance of the subject to 
overall socio-economic development. This event, as well as the joint 
WHO/UNICEF inter-country meeting to formulate strategies for health for 
all, received wide coverage in the media. 

To ensure that information material gets to the most prominent leader- 
writers and media men in the Region, a media directory was compiled and 
the mailing lists suitably amended. 

Regional Cononittee: The thirty-second session of the Regional Committee 
was widely covered by the press, radio and television. The press releases 
were picked up by all the major publications in the Region and an end- 
of-the-session press conference addressed by the Regional Director, the 



Signing of the Charter for Health Development by Mr B. Shankaranand, India's Minister of Education, Health and 
Social Welfare (second from right), Dr Halfdan Mahler. Director-General, WHO (second from leit), and Dr V.T.H. 
Gunaratne, Regional Director, WHO (extreme left), in the presence of H.E. Mrs lndira Gandhi Prime Minister of 
India. On extreme right is Mr N.R. Laskar Minister of State for Health and Family Welfare. 

CHARTER FOR HEALTH DEVELOPMEN1 

The Charter for Health Development wassigned in  Jakarta in the presence of H.E. Dr Adam Malik. Vice-President 
of the Republic of Indonesia (centre). Picture shows Dr Suwardjono Surianingrat the Indonesian Minister of Health 
(right) and Dr V.T.H. Gunaratnesigning the document. 



CHARTER FOR 
HEALTH DEVELOPMENT 

Signing ceremony in  Bangla. 
desh. H.E. Mr  Justice Abdus 
Sattar. Vice-President of the 
People's Republic of Bangla- 
desh (right), and Dr Halfdan 
Mahler signing the Charter. 
It was also signed by the 
Minister o f  Health and Popu- 
lation Control. Dr M.A. Matin 
and Dr V.T.H. Gunaratne 
(not seen in  the picture). 

Signing of the Charter for 
Health Development by 
H.E. Mr  R. Prernadasa. Prime 
Minister of Sri Lanka (fourth 
from left). Mr  Gamani Jaya- 
suriya. Minister of Health 
(second from left) Dr Halfdan 
Mahler and Dr V.T.H. Guna- 
ratne. 

The Minister for Public 
Health. Tha!land. Mr  Boon- 
som Martin (right), slgning 
the Charter for Health Deve- 
lopment i n  Bangkok. Dr 
Halfdan Mahler and Dr V.T.H. 
Gunaratne signed on behalf 
of WHO. The Prime Minister 
of Thailand. H.E. General 
Kriangsak Chomanan, also 
signed the Charter. 
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Chairman and the Vice-Chairman of the Regional Committee, was very well 
attended. 

World Health Day: The theme for the 1980 World Health Day, "Smoking or 
Health: the choice is yours", evoked great interest. There was a large 
demand for information material and over 7000 sets were distributed in 
the Region. These included articles, posters, wall-charts and photo- 
graphs, and were sent to health education bureaux, social welfare 
organizations, educational institutions and the mass media. In India, 
on an experimental basis, information material was sent to all the zonal 
headquarters of the railways to be used as appropriate by the medical 
officers in their dispensaries and at railway stations. 

A broadcast by the Regional Director for All India Radio was translated 
into different languages and beamed to listeners in South-East Asia, 
Africa and West Asia. ~ndis's satellite television network also mounted 
a special programme on the occasion, which included a message by the 
Regional Director. 

Health education authorities in various countries of the Region organized 
special programmes, including seminars, workshops and exhibitions, to 
highlight the theme of World Health Day. The accent was on warning the 
younger generation and educating them about the dangers of smoking. 

Group Educational Ac t iv i t i es :  A number of group educational activities 
held in the Regional Office during the year were covered by the media. 
Facilities were provided to national and international media representa- 
tives to cover subjects of interest to them. The topics that were widely 
covered included malaria, pzevention of accidents, malnutrition, and 
"Health for All". 

The WHO Chronicle also published excerpts and write-ups based on reports 
or proceedings of various activities organized in the Regional Office. 

World Health carried a number of articles devoted to health development 
in the Region. A special contribution was prepared for the comemorative 
issue on smallpox eradication. 

The Information Unit continued to participate in various seminars and 
symposia devoted to health and socio-economic development aimed specifi- 
cally to involve and motivate the media. 

Cooperation with United Nations and other Agencies: The Regional Office 
continued to contribute material to the weekly newsletter published by 
the United Nations Information Centre in New Delhi. Efforts were also 
made to strengthen collaboration with the United Nations Information 
Centres in other countries of the Region. 

Photographs and F i h s :  To meet the increasing demand for photographs, 
both by the media and by others interested in health informationand 
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education, arrangements were made to augment the Regional Office photo 
library. 

In collaboration with WHO Headquarters, the Regional Office was involved 
in producing a film on primary health care in Thailand. This is one of 
a series of six films depicting various aspects of PHC in different parts 
of the world. 

Visitors: More than 600 health educators, medical and nursing students 
and others visited the Regional Office and were briefed on the Organiza- 
tion's working, its aims and objectives. 




