
PART I 1  

ORGANIZATIONAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS 
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1. THE RGGIONAL COMMITTEE 

The thirtieth session of the Regional Committee was held in Bangkok, 
Thailand, from 2 to 8 August 1977. Representatives were present from 
9 out of the 10 Member countries of the Region. The session was also 
attended by representatives of the United Nations Development Programme 
and of the United Nations Children's Fund, as well as of one inter- 
governmental and 30 non-governmental organizationsinofficial relations 
with WHO. 

The session was inaugurated by the Prime Minister of Thailand. The 
inaugural meeting was also addressed by the Minister of Public Health, 
the Director-General of WHO and the Regional Director. 

The Regional Committee elected Dr Prakorb Tuchinda (Thailand) as 
Chairman and Professor Jamba (Mongolia) as Vice-Chairman. 

The Regional Committee nominated Dr V.T. Herat Gunaratne as Regional 
Director for a new term. 

Presenting his Annual Report, the Regional Director said that the 
remarkable victory against smallpox had brought withit not only a great 
sense of relief, but also high hopes for a similar breakthrough in the 
case of other major killing diseases against which potent immunizing 
agents were available. The serious resurgence of malaria in recent 
years had underlined the fact that, while integrating vertical malaria 
programmes into the general health services, no slackening of activi- 
ties must be allowed, and that there was a need for inter-departmental 
co-operation at all levels. Surveillance activities to detect cases 
of leprosy for early treatment should be intensified, and urgent 
research was needed in the field of dengue haemorrhagic fever, which 
accounted for a large number of deaths, especially among children. 

It was gratifying that the countries of the Region were improving their 
health services on the basis of the concept of primary health care. 

As for health manpower development, given the political will, Member 
countries would be able to bring about a shift towards shortening the 
duration of higher technical courses and increasing task-oriented 
education in order to develop suitable manpower commensurate with 
current and future needs. 

Research was needed not only to find new and iaorc efiective solutions 
to health problems but also to develop appropriate technology. With the 
establishment of the Regional Advisory Committee on Medical Research, 
action had been taken to initiate goal-oriented research in the prio- 
rity areas of health services, malaria, leprosy, dengue haemorrhagic 
fever, liver diseases including liver cancer, and diarrhoea1 diseases 
in children. 
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Where country health programming had been undertaken, there had been 
an appreciable improvement in the health planning process. Effective 
technical co-operation and exchange of appropriate knowledge and 
expertise would not only result inthe optimal use of scarce resources, 
but also create the climate for self-reliance. 

In its discussion on the Annual Report, the Regional Committee 
considered at length various inter-related aspects of the planning 
and development of health services. Country health programming 
figured prominently in the discussion, and the relationship between 
country health progrananing and national health planning was explained. 
The Committee showed keen interest in the functioning of national 
coordinating committees for WHO programmes, as exemplified by the 
Royal Thai Government/WHO Coordinating Committee. 

In the discussion on family health reference was made to the importance 
of the expanded programme on immunization (EPI) in family health. With 
the present technical knowhow and resources, EPI was going to be a 
continuous programme, and it was stressed that it must be fully 
integrated with the maternal and child healthlfamily health services. 
The specific role of nutrition in maternal and child health activities 
was also mentioned. It was emphasized that this group of services 
should be the core of primary health care. 

Noting that the population explosion was a major problem in most 
countries of the Region, the Committee again stressed the inter- 
relationship of population, family planning and health. It recognized 
the invaluable assistance provided by the United Nations and other 
agencies in this field and also expressed appreciation of the co- 
ordinating role of, and technical input from, WHO in this programme, 
and expressed the wish for continued support. 

The possibility of rendering oral health and mental health services 
as a package delivered through primary health care was mentioned. A 
resolution of the World Health Assembly onmental retardation (WHA30.38) 
was also brought to the attention of the Committee, which itself 
adopted a resolution suggesting suitable activities to tackle mental 
retardation in the Region. 

In regard to communicable diseases, the Committee noted with satisfac- 
tion the success in the fight against smallpox, but viewed withconcern 
the development of P. falcipamrm resistance and the increasing trend 
of malaria incidence in most of the countries. It stressed the need 
for the production of insecticides and anti-malaria drugs within the 
Region. 

On the question of vaccine production, the Committee agreed that the 
Regional Director should convene a meeting to develop a programme 
which might lead the countries in the Region to self-sufficiency in 
vaccine production. 



R E G I O N A L  C O M M I T T E E  

The th i r t ieth session of the Regional Committee held a t  Bangkok in August 
1977 (above) nominated Dr. V.T.H. Gunaratne for a new term as Regional 
Director. The WHO Director-General, Or Halfdan Mahler, who also attended 
the meeting, met the  members of the Royal Thai GovernmentiWHO 
Coordinating Committee together w i t h  the Regional Director (below). 
(Phatas : WHOIAS.  Kochar) 
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P E R S O N A L  CONTACT 

The Oirector-General. Or Halfdan 
Mahler ,  paid an of f ic la l  v is i t  to  
India in February 1 9 7 8  a t  the  
inv i tat ion of the  Government. H is  
busy schedule included a v is i t  t o  
a heal th centre i n  Punjab 
where community hea l th  workers 
are undergoing training. 

A G E N C Y  C O O P E R A T I O N  

UNICEF vehicles enable national 
heal th workers t o  reach th is  
WHO-assisted provincial heal th 
service p ro jec t  in  
(photo : WHO!Mar 

Thailand. 
t i n  Jonesl 

K N O W L E D G E  E X C H A N G E  

a The Regional Office took par t  i n  
. ' the  Wor ld Book Fair he ld  a t  New 

Oelhi i n  February 1978,  where the  
distr ibution of WHO publications 
received a substantial boost. 
(photo : WHO1A.S Kochar) 
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A draft medium-term program for the development of health manpower 
in the Region was considered and special attention was given to the 
manpower needs of the primary health care programme. 

The Committee considered the problem of safe water supply, especially 
in the rural areas, and expressed the view that low-cost and effective 
technologies would have to be developed for this purpose in order to 
increase coverage. 

The Committee viewed with concern recent moves to develop a central 
planning and control authority for social and economic development 
within the United Nations. In a resolution it strongly expressed the 
view that the constitutional mandate of the Organization to furnish 
adequate technical assistance had to be safeguarded, and requested 
that its concern about these developments be conveyed to Member States. 
In all, 17 resolutions were adopted during the session. 

Technical discussions were held on the subject of "Health information 
systems with special reference to primary health care and community 
development". "Expanded programme on immunization" was chosen as the 
subject for the technical discussions to be held during the thirty- 
first session of the Regional Committee. 

The Committee set up a Sub-committee on Programme Budget to examine 
revisions to the programme budget for 1978 and 1979 and later approved 
the Sub-committee's report. 

The Committee accepted with appreciation the invitation of the Govern- 
ment of Mongolia to hold its thirty-first session in August/September 
1978 in Ulan Bator. 

The Director-General, who addressed the Regional Committee, said that 
the Thirtieth World Health Assembly had decided that the principal 
target of Member States and WHO should be the attainment by all 
peoples, by the year 2000, of a level of health that would permit them 
to lead socially and economically productive lives. The Health 
Assembly had also urged the reallocation of available resources on 
a more equitable basis. 

He concluded by saying that the Regional Committee had an important 
role to play in providing the political strength, moral courage and 
adequate foresight necessary for reaching the health targets to which 
governments and WHO had committed themselves. 

2. REGIONAL PROGRAMME PLANNING AND DIRECTION 

In order to improve the management of the Organization's global 
programmes, a Global Programme Committee was established in April 1977 
at Headquarters, consisting of the Director-General, the Deputy 
Director-General, the Regional Directors and the Assistant Directors- 


