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4. COLLABORATION WITH OTHER AGENCIES 

Contact with representatives of the United Nations and its related 
specialized agencies, bilateral agencies, and governmental and non-governmental 
organizations was maintained through meetings held both in the Regional Office 
and at country level. Attendance of representatives of other agencies at some of 
the many meetings, conferences, workshops, etc. , held under the sponsorship 
of the Regional Office, as well as attendance of WHO representatives at meetings 
of other agencies and also joint participation in some group activities during the 
year provided opportunities for closer co-operation. Relations with the different 
agencies were further strengthened by personal contacts established by the 
Regional Director and his staff. 

Some of the meetings held within the Region to which WHO has sent 
representatives are listed in the annexes - meetings called by the United Nations 
and its related specialized agencies in Annex 10 and meetings called by 
governmental, non-governmental and other organizations in h e x  11. 

Discussions on possibilities of mutual collaboration were held with the 
President of the World Health Foundation of the United States of America, when 
he visited the Regional Office in the course of a tour of some of the countries of 
the Region as consultant to WHO on the Federation of World Health Foundations. 
Ceylon is the first country in the Region to establish a national World Health 
Foundation. 

4.1 United Nations 

WHO continued to work in close contact with the United Nations and 
extended full co-operation to the Economic and Social Council in reviewing 
technical co-operation activities in social development in the Region. One of 
the five "Special Rapporteurs" appointed by the Economic and Social Council 
to undertake an examination and assessment of the different programmes and 
methods used by the United Nations family in the social field of technical 
assistance visited the Region. Full co-operation was extended to him in 
carrying out this review. 

Continuous collaboration was maintained with the World Food Programme, 
and technical advice was given to some of its projects. Preliminary discussions 
were held with the Government of Ceylon and a representative of the World Food 
Programme on the utilization of grain sale proceeds, mounting to about 65 million 
rupees,for the strengthening of health services in that country. Also, in Nepal, 
the WHO Representative has held discussions with the World Food Programme 
officer assigned to that country on the possible use of World Food Programme 
resources for health programmes. 

In the social welfare projects being assisted by the United Nations 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs in several countries of the Region, 
WHO continued to advise on the health aspects, as applicable to family and child 
welfare. Assistance to these programmes is also being given by UNICEF. 
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WHO sent observers from the Regimal Office to the Second United 
Nations Conference on Trade and Developnent, held in New Delhi in February- 
March 1968. 

4,1,1 United Natims Development Programme (UNDP) 

The WHO Representatives in the various countries continued to work 
in close relationship with the Resident Representatives of the United Natims 
Development Programme in the Region. Assistance was given to UNDP staff 
durfng their visits to WHO-assisted projects. 

WHO assisted some UNDP(SF)* projects (such aa the Central Authority 
for Housing and Town Planning, -1) by the assignment of full-time staff 
members and also through visits by technical staff from the Regional Office 
and WHO Headquarters. 

Continuous contacts were maintained with the Resident Representatives 
of the UNDP in connection with requests from Member countries for assistance 
to health projects to be financed from UNDP(TA)* funds during the period 1969-72. 

Full co-operation was extended to a UNDP mission which visited 
Afgimnlatan to evaluate the progress of the rural development programme. 

WHO continued to co-operate with the Resident Representatives in 
Ceylon, hdia and Nepal in connection with water supply projects in these 
countries, for which assistance from UNDP(SF) has been approved or being 
requested. 

Preliminary discussions were held with the national authorities and the 
UNDP Resident Representative in India for formulating a project on the quality 
control of d ~ g s  with assistance from UNDP(SF). 

UNDP-assisted projects in Nepal were reviewed with the Resident 
Representative of UNDP, who visited Delhi. 

Assistance was also given to the UNDP/FUNDWI* team which went to 
West Irian, and discussions on planned health assistance to this province of 
Indonesia were held with the public health consultant to the team at the end of 
his assignment. The Government has now accepted the FUNDWI report. 

4.1.2 Ecmomic Commission for Asia and the Far East (ECAFE) 

Collaboration with ECAFE contfnued to be satisfactory. WHO assigned 
a team, composed of a public health administrator and a sanitary engineer, to 
the ECAFE-assisted project for the development of the Lower Mekong River 
Basin (see Section 6.4 of Part 1). This team haa completed the first  phase of 
its assignment in Thailand. 

*SF = Special Fund; TA = Technioal Assistanoe; FUNDWI = United Nations Fund 
for the Development of West Irian 
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WHO was reprcsented at several meetings and conferences organized 
by ECAFE. 

The WHO public health administrator continued to assist the Asian 
Institute for Economic Development and Planning in Bangkok. The Institute 
agreed to participate in the first  part of the training course on health planning 
for senior health planners from South-East Asian csuntries, described earlier 
in this report, and, as also mentioned, it is planned to assign a WHO economist 
to join the public health administrator in strengthening the health faculty of the 
Institute. 

The VJHO Representative to Indonesia took part in the discussions with 
a visiting team of the Asian Development Bank& which the Resident Represen- 
tative of the UNDP and a representative of FA0 also took part. The Bank may 
assist in the development of agricultural resources,and WHO indicated its 
interest in aerial spraying of insecticides and irrigation programmes. 

4.1.3 United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) 

The normal cordial relations with UNICEF not snly were maintained 
but continued to be strengthened through frequent consultations on jointly- 
assisted prDgramrnes (see Part IlI). Co-operation was also extended to UNICEF 
representatives at the country level. The visit to the Regional Office of the 
Rcgional Director of UNICEF's East Asia and Pakistan Office and of the UNICEF 
Representative to Indonesia afforded opportunities to discuss some of these 
projects. 

WHO has continued its collaboration with the UNICEF-sponsored London- 
Bombay course for senior teachers of paediatrics (see Section 6.2 of Part I). 
Most important, also, were the many water supply programmes jointly supported 
by the two organizations. 

A mecting was held with the senior nutritionist from the Food Converva- 
tion Division of UNICEF Headquarters during his visit to the Regional Office in 
December 1967. 

Technical advice was given to a UNICEF consultant in connection with 
the revision of the maternal and child health chapter of the UNICEF Field Manual. 

4.1.4 International Atomic Energy Agencv (IAEA) 

The visit of the Chief of the Section of Nuclear Medicine, IAEA, to the 
Regional Office in May 1968 provided an occasion for exploring ways of 
strengthening the existing rdations between the two organizations and for 
identifying fields of common interest and methods of building up joint projects. 

Technical advice was offered to IAEA on the health aspects of the projects 
concerning food irradiation in Indonesia and Thailand. 
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WHO has offered to co-sponsor the IAEA Regional Seminar for Asia 
and the Far East on Radiation Protection Monitoring, proposed to be held in 
India in December 1968. 

4.2 Specialized Agencies 

4.2.1 Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) 

The applied nutrition programmes in India, Indonesia and Thailand and 
various projects with which FA0 is closely associated, i. e., the Mahaweli Ganga 
Irrigation Hydraulic Power Survey in Ceylon, the Hari-Rud and Upper Kabul 
River Basin Project in Afghanistan and the Trisuli Watershed Development 
Project in Nepal, have provided specific fields for FAO/WHO co-operation. 
Some of these projects are described elsewhere in this report. 

A consultant on nutrition education in schools, who is being employed 
jointly by FAO, UNESCO, UNICEF and WHO, visited the Regional Office for 
discussions in March 1968 (see Section 6 . 6  of Part I). 

4.2.2 International Labour Organization (LO) 

The Occupational Health Adviser to ILO has held discussions on 
occupational health problcms in the countries of the Region. 

Contact was maintained with the ILO i?'kcIic?l Officcrin Thai land in 
regard to the development of a Central Labour Institute at Bangkok. 

4.2.3 United Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Or~anization (UNESCO) 

WHO continued to advise on the health education aspects of general educa- 
tion programmes assisted by UNESCO. The Organization was represented at thc 
first meeting of the Advisory Committee on UNESCO Educational Programmes in 
Asia,which was held in Bangkok in November 1967, and at the Meeting of Experts 
on the National Planning of Library Services, held in Colombo in December under 
the sponsorship of UNESCO. 

Assistance was given in connection with two UNESCO/UNICEF-assisted 
projects - advice on the health education aspects of general science, at a seminar 
organized in New Delhi to discuss the general science syllabus for primary 
schools in India, and also advice on the installation of safe water supply and 
sanitary facilities in the Academy of Teacher Training in Kabul. 

4.2.4 World Bank 

In Ceylon, the Regional Adviser on Environmental Health held useful 
discussions with a representative of tho International Bank for Reconstruction 
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and Development (who visited Ceylon in December 1967) in connection with the 
UNDP(SF)-assisted project for the development of water supply and sewerage 
in the south-western coastal areas of the country. 

4.3 Inter-governmental Agencies 

4.3.1  Colombo Plan 

WHO maintained close contacts with Colombo Plan authorities, 
particularly in connection with fellowships. WHO continued its assistance in 
improving the Radiation Protection Service in Thailand, which is also receiving 
help from the Government of New Zealand through the Colombo Plan. 

4.4 Bilateral Agencies 

There has been continued co-operation between WHO and U S D ,  especially 
in those malaria eradication programmes which are  assisted by both agencies. 
A visit paid to the Regional Office by the Chief of the Evaluation Section of the 
National Communicable Diseases Centre (NCDC), Atlanta, and the Chief of the 
Regional Malaria Evaluation Office of USAD in Manila was very useful in enabling 
full discussions on the malaria eradication programme in Thailand. Advantage 
was also taken of a visit of the Assistant Chief of the Operations Section of 
NCDC to study the malaria eradication programmes in India and Nepal. 

Areas of joint collaboration between WHO and USAID were further extended 
to the field of health education (with regard to health education content of textbooks 
and health education in the family planning programmes); such activities have been 
started in Afghanistan and India. In Nepal, a t  the request of the WHO Representa- 
tive, USAID kindly loaned its aircraft to WHO for emergency investigations of 
the plague epidemic in that country (see Section 1 .3 .3  of Part I of this report). 

The establishment of a Norwegian Surgical Disaster Unit and Field Hygiene 
Team for providing emergency assistance was made known to the countries of the 
Region. 

The Indian Co-operation Mission (formerly the Indian Aid Mission) has 
agreed to support the expansion of health services in Nepal, and has offered the 
Government Rs 2 500 000 for the construction and equipping of health centres and 
district hospital centres. With the assistance of a WHO consultant, attempts are 
being made to prepare an integrated plan for this expansion which will help in the 
co-ordinated utilization of these funds. 

Technical assistance from the Government of the Federal Republic of 
West Germany to the Institute of Public Health, Kabul, was reviewed, and future 
plans were discussed. In connection with the proposed assistance from West 
Germany to the maternity hospital, midwifery training school and dental-polyclinic 
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in I(abul, the questisn 3f providing VIHO st& ff these institutims was 
under consideration. Advice was tendered on a hospital construction programme 
in Afghanistan, also to bc assisted by West Germany. Plans for similar 
assistance to Thailand for the improvement of health laboratory services were 
studied with a view to co-ordinating all assistance in this field. 

Japan is assisting Ceylon in a programme for the quality contml of drugs, 
for which WHO is providing fellowships for training in Japan. 

4.5 Nm-governmentd Organizations 

Contacts were maintained with the national affiliates of those non- 
governmental organizations working in the field of health which are in official 
relations with WHO. A representative of the League of Red Cross Societies 
attended the twentieth session of the Regional Committee, held in Ulan Bator 
in August 1967. Also, WHO was in close association with s o w  of the national 
Red Cross Societies in the countries of the Region,which provided emergency 
assistance to the cyclone-affected areas of Burma in May 1968. 

WHO was represented at the Twenty-third National Conference on 
Tuberculosis and Chest Diseases,sponsored by the Tuberculosis Association 
of India (affiliated with the International Union against Tuberculosis) and held 
in Bombay in January 1968. 

There was also continued collaboration with other organizations, such 
as national nursing organizations, leprosy organizations and organizations 
working in medical education; for example, the Organization was represented 
at a workshop on "Methods of Evaluation in Medical Education", organized by 
the Indian Academy of Medical Sciences (affiliated to the Council for International 
Organizations of Medical &iences),in September 1967. The Regional Office set 
up an exhibit of WHO technical publications at the annual meeting of the Indim 
Medical Association, held in Delhi in December 1967. 

4.6 National and Other Agencies 

A large number of meetings sponsored by national govenunents and 
national and voluntary agencies were attended (see Annex 11). Among the 
important meetings to which representatives were sent were the First Regional 
Seminar on Tropical Medicine, the Third Medical Conference on Parmitic 
Diseases and Seminar on Malaria, and a Regional Seminar on Medical 
Entomology and Training Course on Mosquitoes - all of which were held under 
the auspices of the &uth-East Asian Regional Centre for Tropical Medicine in 
Bangkok; the Annual Conference of the Indian Association for the Advancement 
of Medical Education; a Seminar on Planning for Social Change, organized by 
the Council for Social Development in India; annual meetings of the Scientific 
Groups established by the Scientific Advisory Board of the Indian Council of 
Medical Research; the Annual Conference of the Indian Public Health Association, 
and a meeting of the overseas voluntary agencics in Delhi,which was organized 
by the British Council to consider thc needs for combined volunbcr services in 
certain fields - fields in which WHO is active. 
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In leprosy control, WHO has helped to co-ordinate some of the work 
of many af the national and voluntary organizations active in this field. The 
Organization sponsored a meeting between the European Co-ordinating 
Committee of Anti-leprosy Associations (composed of voluntary associations 
such as Emmaus Suisse, the Order of Malta and the Leprosy Mission) and 
the Government of India, to formulate a programme for the establishment of 
a leprosy control project in a highly endemic area of India. Also, discussions 
were held with a representative of Emmaus Suisse who visited the Regional 
Office to discuss the co-ordination of assistance to leprosy projects in Burma 
and Nepal, where the Deutches Hilfswerk f;;r Aussatzigen and the Order of 
Malta also continue their assistance. There is continued co-operation with 
the Danish Y3ave the Children" Organization; its Vice-President visited the 
Regional Office to discuss the five-year extension of the jointly assisted 
leprosy control programme in India. 

WHO has recently nominated a representative to serve on the Advisory 
Board of the Indian Society for Ule Rehabilitation af the H a n d i q d .  


