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 The South-East Asia Regional Immunization Technical Advisory Group or SEAR-

ITAG is the advisory body to the Regional Director which provides the most appropriate 

and evidence-based technical policy direction and strategic advice for addressing issues in 

immunization and vaccines. 

 

 We are happy that we have been able to achieve very impressive progress in the 

polio eradication initiative in India and we need to consolidate further our efforts and find 

solutions to the challenges remaining in completing the final steps.  

 

 India has commenced measles supplementary immunization activities to achieve the 

measles mortality reduction goal and has almost completed the first phase of the 

campaign. The second phase will begin in September 2011 and is aimed at reaching 134 

million children by 2012. Thus, we can be optimistic that very soon the SEA Region would 

be joining other WHO regions in setting a measles elimination goal. 
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 While concentrating on polio eradication and measles elimination in the Region we 

have an unfinished job in achieving the Global Immunization Vision and Strategies (GIVS) 

goals for routine immunization. Only seven countries in the region [Bangladesh, Bhutan, 

DPR Korea, Maldives, Myanmar, Sri Lanka and Thailand] have reached >90% DTP3 

coverage at the national level. Indonesia and Nepal have reached >80% DTP3 coverage at 

the national level. India and Timor Leste are the only countries with DTP3 coverage below 

80% at the national level.  

 

 The SEARO Immunization and Vaccine Development Unit has drafted the  

 Regional Immunization Policy,  

 SEA Region Strategic Plan for Immunization and Vaccine Development, and 

 Framework for increasing and sustaining routine immunization coverage. 

  

 You are requested to review them and provide your guidance.  

 In the area of new vaccine introduction the most important task is completing the 

Haemophilus Influenzae Type B vaccine introduction in the remaining Member States of 

the Region and identifying ways of sustaining their introduction without being totally 

dependent on donor support. SEARO is encouraging and assisting Member States to be 

self reliant about vaccines.   

 

 Additionally, SEARO has embarked on capacity-building of immunization systems of 

Member States and is taking action to train middle-level managers, and strengthen 

regulatory bodies such as National Regulatory Authorities (NRAs), National Committee for 
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Immunization Practices (NCIPs) and Adverse Events Following Immunization (AEFI) expert 

committees. The assessments of effective vaccine management, cold chain capacity and 

vaccine safety, as well as monitoring and developing risk communication plans for AEFI’s 

are among other priorities of SEARO for immunization system strengthening. 

  

 I have no doubt that this august body of renowned experts will continue to work for 

the benefit of Member States of the SEA Region.  As I go through the agenda before you, I 

see many important and pressing issues at hand for discussion by the SEAR ITAG. I look 

forward to a fruitful exchange of experiences, views and recommendations that will further 

bolster immunization activities for the countries of our Region. 

 

 I am aware that the new decade is full of hopes and aspirations and the Director 

General, WHO, in concurrence with other global immunization partners has declared it as 

the decade of vaccines. I am confident that the South-East Asia Region will continue to 

work diligently and achieve GIVS goals during the coming decade.  I look forward to your 

expert views and guidance on how the Region will face the challenges posed to us in 

completing these tasks at par with the other Regions.   

 

  

 

 


