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Your Excellency, Dr Anbumani Ramadoss, Minister of Health and Family Welfare, 

Government of India;  Distinguished participants;  Honourable guests;  Ladies and 

gentlemen: 

 

 First of all, I would like to thank the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, 

Government of India, for agreeing to jointly host this important workshop with WHO.  I 

thank the Honourable Minister, Dr Ramadoss, for agreeing to inaugurate the meeting. 

 

 The Honourable Minister, Dr Ramadoss, has an exceptionally keen interest in, and 

unwavering commitment to, the control of tobacco use.  His dedicated and hard work in this 

area is acknowledged popularly and recognized internationally.  I also thank the Framework 

Convention Alliance for their active involvement in organizing this workshop.      

 

 World-wide, tobacco use is one of the most pernicious public health threats today.   

Developing countries are generally the main target for expanding the market for the deadly 

tobacco products.  Out of over five million annual deaths from tobacco consumption 

worldwide, 1.2 million occur in this Region alone.  Illicit trade in tobacco products has 

contributed very significantly to the global problems of tobacco use and is emerging as one 

of the biggest obstacles to the control of tobacco use in developing countries.  Illicit trade 

adversely affects health as well as socioeconomic development.  It creates easy access to 

tobacco products at lower price, fuelling their spread. 
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 This situation has important public health implications that lead to a number of 

debilitating illnesses.  It also results in loss of revenue for countries.  It adversely affects the 

implementation of demand reduction strategies for the control of tobacco use, such as 

raising prices and taxes.  The desired impact of these strategies depends, to a great extent, 

on how successfully illicit trade is suppressed. 

 

 Many countries in the South-East Asia Region are losing millions of dollars in 

revenue due to smuggling, illicit manufacturing and counterfeiting of cigarettes and other 

tobacco products.  Data from the South-East Asia Region reveal a significant degree of 

illicit trade in a number of countries, and the extent of the industry’s involvement in this 

illegal act.  Illicit trade has really become a serious concern in our efforts to control tobacco 

use in this part of the world.  This damaging illicit trade is a result of the unlimited desire for 

profits of the industry, and the involvement of industry.   

 

 The control of illicit trade in tobacco products is a supply-reduction strategy in the 

WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (FCTC).  The Second session of the 

Conference of Parties requested a Protocol to the Convention on Illicit Trade in Tobacco 

Products.  An Intergovernmental Negotiation Body to negotiate the Protocol (INB) was 

formed.  Its first session took place in February 2008 and its next session will be in October 

2008.  Countries in the SEA Region are now being given an opportunity at this workshop to 

consider the “Text of the Chair of INB”, which was drafted at its February session. 

 

 This workshop is intended to make a preliminary assessment of the issues 

involved in the Text of the Chair, and the issues that concern the South-East Asia Region in 

particular.  The discussions and debates on these issues also need to take place at the 

country level, involving all concerned sectors.  Illicit trade is complex indeed; a number of 

stakeholders are involved, domestically and internationally.  We need to deal with this issue 

in the right perspective.  Given the ground realities in the South-East Asia Region, the 

issues may be dealt with in three broad areas: control of the supply chain, capacity-building 
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for enforcement of laws and regulations , and international cooperation. Details will be 

elaborated during the course of this meeting.     

 

 From the point of view of public finance, developing countries are faced with the fact 

that taxation is an important part of the revenue system.  Strengthening revenue through 

taxation is essential for them.  The health of people must be taken into serious 

consideration when building a strong revenue system.  However, many times health issues 

become peripheral, and are considered subsidiary to those of the public finance.  It needs 

to be made clear to the countries that protecting the health of the public from the epidemic 

of tobacco use is no less important.  In fact, this health protection will lead to better 

economic productivity from a better quality, healthier workforce. 

 

 There is an urgent need for effective collaboration among concerned sectors in 

dealing with the issues involved in illicit trade.  For effective control of illicit trade, it is critical 

to enhance knowledge, and create appropriate understanding among policy- and decision- 

makers in the government.  This workshop is providing an opportunity for concerned 

stakeholders to take part in a dialogue and to enhance their effective cooperation in this 

important area. 

 

 I expect that the distinguished participants will find this meeting interesting, useful 

and beneficial in their efforts against the illicit trade in tobacco products.  This will enable 

them to participate actively in the protocol negotiations at the future sessions of INB. 

 

 Finally, ladies and gentlemen, I wish the workshop all the best and all success. 


