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Excellencies; Honourable Health Secretaries; Distinguished participants; 

Colleagues; Ladies and gentlemen: 

 

I am pleased to welcome you all  to this important consultation. 

 

At the outset, let me thank all participants for sparing their valuable 

time to attend the meeting.  In the context of WHO programme development 

and management, there are a number of issues that need our due attention 

at this t ime. 

 

At this consultation, we wil l  review the draft provisional agenda of the 

60 th session of the WHO Regional Committee for South-East Asia.  Also, we 

wil l review the draft agenda of the 25 t h meeting of Ministers of Health of 

countries of the South-East Asia Region.  As we are aware, the duration of 

these two important meetings will be only four days; from Friday, the 31s t of 

August to Monday, the 3rd of September.  Please note also that this includes 

the weekend of the 1s t and the 2nd of September, during which we will have 

to work.  At the same time, there are many issues that need the attention of 

the Regional Committee and the Health Ministers. 
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Due to time constraints , we will not be able to include all subjects in 

the agendas of these two meetings as we want.  Taking into account t ime 

l imitations , the secretariat has prepared the draft agendas of both the 

Regional Committee session and the Health Ministers’ meeting.  These are 

for review during this consultat ion. 

 

The draft agendas agreed at this meeting will be the basis for the 

secretariat to prepare the working papers on various agenda items.  These 

working papers will have to be ready for despatch to the Member States six 

weeks befo re the commencement of the Regional Committee session. 

 

In view of the short duration of the two meetings, it is planned for all 

working papers to be discussed in depth by a meeting  to be                                                    

convened in early July.   It is expected that this July meeting wil l make 

suggestions on the conclusions and recommendations on all substantive 

items of the two agendas.  The working papers on these substantive agenda 

items wil l then be submitted along with their respective  suggested 

conclusions and recommendations , to the Regional Committee and Health 

Ministers, as the case may be.  This way, the review and discussions at the 

Regional Committee and by the Health Ministers wil l be greatly facil itated.  

And, we are confident that the two meetings will be conducted very 

eff iciently within the l imited t ime frame. 

 

At the last meetings of the Health Secretaries and of the Consultative 

Committee on Programme Development and Management,  It was agreed that 

in future the meetings of these two bodies would be combined .  This was 

with the view to streamlining the process of their preparation and conduct.   

The two meetings, of Health Secretaries and  the Consultative Committee on 

Programme Development and Management, are actually dealing with the 

issues in the same area, that is, WHO programme development and 

management. 
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Combining these two meetings will help ensure the efficiency of the 

preparatory work, and the conduct of the proceedings of the meeting.  And, i t  

wil l  ensure the uniformity and harmony of the discussions on various issues 

under consideration.  Combining the two meetings will save  the  t ime and 

energy of the secretariat in the preparation.  It will also save time and 

energy of concerned nationals, who used to attend two separ ate meetings to 

discuss issues of a similar nature. 

 

The secretariat has prepared a working paper on this matter.  It wil l be 

submitted for consideration of the distinguished participants.  The paper 

contains the proposed tit le of the new entity, i ts terms of reference, and its 

modus operandi.  With this change, the joint efforts between the Member 

States and WHO on programme development and management wil l  be more 

eff icient. 

 

Every year, during the recent past, on the Sunday just before the 

commencement of the World Health Assembly in Geneva , SEARO has 

organized a briefing session for country delegates at WHO Headquarters in 

Geneva .  The briefings highlighted the salient points on the agenda of the 

Health Assembly.   The briefing session provided an opportunity for the 

country delegates to exchange their views on the key issues of common 

concern. 

 

At the same time as we are aware, on that Sunday in Geneva, there 

was also a meeting of Health Ministers of the Commonwealth.  Our briefings 

on the same day created an inconvenience to the honourable health 

ministers, as well as to their delegations.  Therefore, we decided to provide 

the briefings for WHA 60 during this Consultation.  This is instead of the 

briefings in Geneva on the day just before the Health Assemb ly. 

 

We expect that the distinguished participants, after returning home, 

would further brief their delegates who are going to attend the 60 th World 
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Health Assembly.  I am also confident that many of us present here now will 

join their delegations to the 60 t h World Health Assembly.  In addit ion, our 

WHO Representatives in the countries wil l provide necessary information and 

brief ings to the delegates, as appropriate. 

 

The briefings during this consultation wil l  focus on the key issues to be 

considered by the Health Assembly.  Our briefings will be as precise and 

concise as possible.  Certainly, the overview of the agenda of 60 th WHA will 

also be brief ly presented. 

 

With this focused approach, we will have enough time for in-depth 

discussions on the  WHA 60 agenda on the important areas of mutual 

interest. 

 

Additionally, during the course of the Health Assembly in Geneva, 

SEARO has scheduled three meetings of the country delegates.  These 

meetings will provide an opportunity for delegates to have close 

consulta t ions on any key issues of common concern.  Some of the issues 

may come up during the course of the Health Assembly debate. 

 

The WHO Secretariat from SEAR wil l  provide ful l  support and 

facil i tation to the work of country delegates throughout the Assembly. 

 

We are now in the process of preparing our workplans or operational 

plans for implementing the 2008-2009 biennial programme budget.  Since the 

beginning of this year, SEARO has coordinated the preparation of these 

plans.  The very first drafts of the plans are now available. And now, the 

countries and WHO should review these drafts together during this 

Consultation. 
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While reviewing the drafts, please keep in mind that concerned 

nationals in all countries had also been closely involved in the preparatory 

process.  The comments and suggestions from this Consultation will be very 

useful inputs to  improve the drafts .  These drafts wil l  be finally submitted for 

review by the Regional Committee in September. 

 

After a lengthy debate, the Regional Committee, at i ts last session, 

decided to study the possibil ity for increasing the membership of WHO 

South-East Asia Region in the Executive Board.  As we are aware, there are 

only three members from this Region on the Board.  It is the least number,  

compared with those of other WHO Regions.  This is in spite of the fact that 

South-East Asia is the second largest Region in WHO.  This is especially in 

terms of the population, which is more than 25 per cent of the world 

population.  And, even more significant, this Region carries the biggest 

disease burden in the world. 

 

Since the number of members on the Executive Board is determined 

mainly on the basis of the number of Member States in the individual 

Regions , this is, therefore, really a very diff icult exercise. 

 

However, the Regional Committee was firmly determined to study this 

possibil ity.  With assistance from legal experts, a draft paper on this issue 

has been prepared.  The paper will be presented for review and comments 

during this Consultation. 

 

Observations from the distinguished participants wil l be very valuable 

for improvement of the draft paper.  The draft paper will be submitted to the 

forthcoming session of the Regional Committee. 
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Once again, I thank you all for your valuable time.  I hope that your 

contribut ions during this Consultation will take us a long way in improving 

the efficiency of our collaborative work.  The contributions from this 

consultation wil l  certainly help WHO to better serve the Member States. 

 

I f inally wish the meeting all success.  And , I wish you all an enjoyable 

stay in Delhi. 

 

Thank you. 

 

 

 

 

 


