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EXPERT COMMITTEES 

(Note by Dr. H.S. Gear) 

The Executive Board has considerable responsibility in connection with 

WHO Expert Committees, In terms of Articles 38， 39 and 40 of the Constitution, 

the Board acts not only on the instructions of the Assembly but on its own 

authority in creating Committees and in reviewing their necessity. 

In terms of the proposed amended Regulations for Expert Advisory Panels and 

Committees ^ the right of the Board, to establish and dissolve Committees is again 

recorded as also its right to scrutinize appointments inade to these bodies by 

the Director-General. The Rules place further responsibilities on the Board in 

connection with the establishment of S ub-C omrni tt ée s, the agendas of Committee s 3 

and their reports.• 

It is particularly the function of the Board concerning the reports of 

Expert Committees and Sub-Committees which requires attention now, These reports 

will increasingly become the foundation of WHO policy and action, and hence early 

consideration by the Board is demanded of its policy and procedure in handling 

them. Especially in its responsibility to ensure a properly integrated appli-

cation of WHO policy, must the Board undertake a careful examination of these 

reports and their implications• 

The delicate nature of the Board、responsibility in dealing with reports 

prepared by the world1s experts is obvious. Suitably and tactfully handled there 

need however be little fear of any expert or group of experts feeling affronted 

by the Board1 s action. Even this risk must be accepted if the Board is faith— 

fully to discharge its duty to the Assembly and WHO as a whole • In this respect 

it may even be necessary on rare occasions for the Board to criticise . certain 

features of reports and refer them back to the rosponsiblc committees. 

1 Qff, Rec, World Health Org, 25, Annex 9 
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As the published reports will have considerable prestige and influence, the 

Board must devise a procedure which will ensure that such publications are in 

harmony with WHO policy and practice. 

Some such procedure as the following may enable the Board, to meet the 

situation： 

(a) Each Report from an Expert Committee or Sub-Committee to be carefully 

examined by the Director General in the first instance, who will 

comment if necessary. 

(b) Each report with the Director General's comment to be examined by a 

Committee (or working party) of the Board. 

(e) The report and all comment then to be examinéd and commented upon by 

the Board at a regular Session.“ 

(d) If necessary any fundamental questions to be referred back by the 

Board to the appropriate Committee. 
• • • . . . • ' : • - • • 

(e) If publication is authorized, the Board to consider the advisability 

of issuing an accompanying statement including reoommendations. 

The Board will also increasingly have to concern itself in Expert Committee 

matters through its right to scrutinize and add to agendas» At each session 

therefore it will be appropriate for the Boapd to examine the proposed programme 

of Expert Committee Meetings^ The Agenda of the Board's Session should include 

such notices. 


