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1. REGIONAL ORGANIZATION FOR THE EASTERN I•皿TER_£i..N'，ííEPCRT ОМ THE SECOND 
SESSION - OF THE ¡i;33ICK4L. СОЩТТШ： Iten 40.3 of thô AGENll‘ (D-cimient EB5/9) 

Dr, MCCHirVELLO, . Planning Officer" 

Mediterranean, said that he had been asked 

of the Regional Director, Sir Aly Shousha, 

thought it essential to stress three items 

Regional Office, for the Eastern 

to introduce the report in the absence 

Pasha• The Regional Committee had 

of its policy. Firstly， the committee 

believed that all programmes should be based on an adequate knowledge of the 

countries concerned, and where this information was not available it was proposing 

to conduct surveys covering economic -and social, as well as pwblic-health 

conditions. Secondly, one of the fundamental aims of the committee ？/as to 

develop a strong national health administre.tiori in each of the countries in its 

area. Thirdly, great importance was given to the provision of assistance by 

WHO for the training of national health personnel. 

In a region where some- countries had so j-nany esses of communicable； disease, 

25^000,000 cases of malaria in Pakis.tan, schistosomiasis in 60% of the population 

of ¿gypt， and bejel in 90% of the Bedouin population of 工 i t was obviously 

a duty of the Regional Committee to help in the development of suitable control 

for such diseases. Although the Regional Office had only been in existence for 

a year, 15 days after the corranittee had adjourned action had been taken by the 

office on all the requests from governments -which had been submitted to the 

ccminittee and recommendations had been made to the Director-Gonez^al regarding ’ 

which programmes would be most easily integrated in a. regional progranime as 

distinct from those of purely natiorxal value • The preliminary aspects of pro-

grammes concerning venereal disease, malaria, tuberculosis, health statistics and 
‘ r, 

environmental sanitation had all been developed. Finally, he drew the attention 

of the Executive Board to point 8 of the report iind hoped that favourable con-

sideration might be given to the request.. 
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Dr. HIDE expressed great satisfaction with the excellent progress which had 

been made in the development of regional organization in South-East “ia and the 

Eastern Mediterranean., and with the work being.carri&d on in both areas. 

D r

- STAMPAR said that both the reports on regional organizations before the 

Board showed tiiat these organizations were vcrking fairly well in their initial 

stages• He questioned, however, the necessity for tha Regional Committee for ihe 

Eastern Mediterranean having met in Geneva. ‘ 

Dr. DUJARRIC de la RIVIERE, &ltornate to Professor.Parisot, was.satisfied -

with the progress of the regional offices. He agreed with Dr. Macchiavello 

as to . the necessity for obtaining information regarding the countries in the 

area of the regional offices. When this information had been collected, WHO would 

have a very valuable reccrd of conditions in those countries, which would provide 

a sound basis for future action. He had been surprised not to see any reference 

to schistosomiasis in the report but he understood that the expert corrMttee had 

visited Egypt after the report was drafted. He would be interested to know of ' 

any recent developments in the fields of trachoma and whooping-cough, in the 

Eastern Mediterranean R
c
gion. 

Dr. de РАШ SOUZA, after expressing his approval of the report, asked, 

whether more information could be given regarding the unsatisfactory results 

obtained with DDT, quoted in point 4.1.2Д. He was glad to sye that the 

committee was aware of the importance of co-operation with EaO with a view to 

increasing focd production (point 7). 
• , 

Dr, G E M said that the rbport was a very encouraging sign of the development 

of the regional organization in the Eastern fediterranean. HG felt that the 

Executive Beard was in some difficulty regarding its iGlationship with regional 

committees because insufficient information was availablti regarding conditions in 
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many of the. countries included in the regional spheres of influence. Both the 

Headquarters and the regional offices of the Organization were still in an experi-

irental state of development and it was not jet possible to determine how best the 

Board oculd assist the regional çommittees in integrating and co-ordinating their 

work* The Beard would be greatly helped when it had had an opportunity to 

consider the reports which would be submitted by the regional directors• 

ï/ith regard to the report itself， he wished to raise several points. There 

seemed to b^ a lack of integration between point 4 and point 4.1/7. There were 

three instances，points 4Д.1.3^ 4.1.2.2 and 4.1.3.2^ inhere the problem of principle 

arose regarding the duties and responsibilities of regional directors in direct 

negotiations with international agencies» In point 4。1.2山 where reference was 
4 

made to a decision of the Second World Healtii Assembly regarding assistance fcr 

courses in malariology, he could not recall that a specific institute had been 

selected. ITith regard to point 7, he wondered if it was altogether advisable 

that a regional director of m o should be engaged in collscting infermation on 

agriculture, even presupposing the collaboration of FAO> In point 9.4^ he thought 

that the calling of such a conference would perhaps be premature until .WHO had 

laid dovm the "technical procedure for the subject concerned. 

Dr, HYDE agreed with the remarks of Dr. Gear. ‘ He thought that the question 

of relationships between regional committees and the United Nations or specialised 

•agencies was of great importance. . In peint 5 of the report, a request had been' 

made tc the Regional Director to communicate an opinion of the committee directly 

to-the United Nations., In this particular case the views of the ccnanittee and 

those of Headquarters were identical, but it would be most uiiTortúnate if viyws 

were communicated by regional conmiittees to the United Nations which were at 

variance with those of the Health Assembly. The ûinctions nf regimal committees 
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wore laid down in Article 50 of the Constitution, and under paragraph (d) cf this 

Article co-operation between regional ccimittees and the United Nations and ether 

international organizations was authorized on a regional level• It would there-

fore seem that before relationships were authorized cn other levels, Article 50(c) 

should be more clearly .defined by the Health Asseirtoly. He suggested that the 

Director-General should study the rn^tter, bearing in ndnd the discussion which hac 

taken place regarding relations between WHO and non-governiDental agencies, and 二？ 

mit a report for discussion at a subsequent session cf the Executive Board• 

Dr. ТОК hoped that favourable consideration would be given to the- request in 

peint 8 of the report. With regard to point 11, he asked that reference to Ánkai 

be deleted，since it had not yet been decided in which city of Turkey the meeting 

would be held, 

Ihe DIRECTOR-GENERAL, in reply to Dr» Stampar, said that at the first sessior-

of the Regional Committee it had been decided tc hold the second session at 

Alexandria, but at the time of the second session a state of war still existed in 

the region and eventually it was decided that the session should be held in Gene\ 

This had resulted in the meetings being freed‘from the tensions which would have 

been inevitable in Alexandria. As regards relationships between regional commit-

tees and other international organizations, he felt that it was not, at present, 

advisable to lay clown definite rules, in view of the fact thet WHO and ether 

organizations were still in the developmental stage• The responsibility for 

regional activities lay with regional committees and regional directors. The 

regional director was free tc take any steps towards collaboration or co-ordinatic-

he considered necessary in order to implement the programmes for his region. The 

Director— General considered that this freedom bf гсtien should not be restricted 

except in that regional directors should be directed to ensure that they had 
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achieved complete co-ordination with all other interested agencies before carrying 

cut any programme of work. It was within the province of regional directors to 

coimnunicate with governments of countries in their region in order to affect the 

attitude of the representatives of those countries when questions of regional 

concern arose at meetings of the United Nations and it шз also within their pro-

V i n c e t o m a k e

 sP^ific arrangements with specialized agencies of the United Nations 

a n d

 °
t h e r a g e n c i e s s u c h 3 3

 International Red Cross. It would be impossible fr
T 

Headquarters to supervise all this essential coordination. Although Headquarters 

W a s

 P
r e

P
a r e d

 仂 any type of co-ordination with the headquarters cf 

organizationa which had regional offices, co-ordination on a regional level must be 

effected by regional directors. If this policy g,ive rise to difficulties it “ 

might be necessary to revise it, but in th
3
 meantime he did not recomn^nd that 

definite rules-of procedure should be established in this matter. For the infer-

mation of the Board, he added that where new budgetary
 C C

_ i t m e n t
S
 were involved in 

programmes proposed by regional committees, reference had to b
e
 rncle to Headquarters 

to determine whether such commitments were practicable. It was essential ttet 
• • • ‘ 

there should be internal co-ordination between all parts cf the Organization and 

to achieve this, monthly reports from all regional directors ware circulated 

throughout Headquarters and to all regional offices. 

D r

'
 H Ï D E s a i d

 让讨
 h € W £ s

 basically in agreement with the remarks cf the 

Director-General but that the question he had raised regarding point 5 of .the 

report did not concern action on a regional level. He felt that the Executive 

Board should have the opportunity of studyin
G
 a report on the principles governing 

relationships between regional organizations of Ш0 and international organizations. 

This report should include factual material regarding the relationships which were 

actually developing in the regional organizations. It was essential that the Beard 
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should keep in touch with the development of all parts of the Organisation, and he' 

wt-uld submit a draft resolution in accordance with his proposal. 

Dr# GEAR said that he thought the discussion had been mnst vclu<?.ble. It -was 

the desire of the Bc&rc! to determine what guidance and help could best be given to 

regional committees to assist in the integration and co-ordination of their work, 

not only between themselves but also with Headquarters• He thought that the 

views of the Director-General regarding the delegation of responsibility to 

regional directors were excellent and that the rpethed of liaison between regional 

committees and Headquarters \ms most satisfactory, but he supported the proposal 

of Dr. Hyde. . 

Dr. fe¿CCHI/.VELLO, in reply to Dr, Dujarric de la Rivière, said that it was 

not at present possible to have detailed knowledge of conditions in all the ^ 

countries in the Eastern Mediterranean Region, but it was the policy of the 

committee not to undertake any progranime without first determining the need cf 

the country requesting it and the value of the programme to the whole region. 

Seme countries in the region were very well equipped to give infrrriation to the 

ethers regarding trachoma. A survey had been started to determino the present 

efficacy of whooping-ccugh vaccination and the possibility of using the new 

vaccine developed in the United States, and a report would be submitted to the 

next session cf the comiittee. In reply to Dr. de Paula Souaa, ho said that it 

hac not been determined why DDT had proved unsatisfactory in the Lebanon and 

Israel but the statement had been based on the fact that its power as an insecti-

cide had considerably decreased between 1947 and 1949. With regard to сc-ordina-

tion on regional levels, this was one of the most important parts of the work of 

the regional organizations since if it were omitted the results of all programmes 

would be considerably diminished. Correspondence had been initiated with the 
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regional organizations cf specialised agencies and it had been found that they also 

were uncertain, as to the best method cf integrating .all regional activity to im-

prove the health and social conditions cf the countries concerned. It was hoped 

that an informal meeting cf all regional organizations in the area would be held 

during the year to compose a questionnaire to be submitted by each organization to 

its headquarters asking for guidance in obtaining better regional co-ordination. 

The iirpcrtance of the relationship between the Executive Beard and the regional 

• committees was fully realized and in policy matters the regional cojtmiittees acted 

in accrrdance with Article 51 of the Constitution. 

The CHAIRMAN said that Dr.- Ток
1

s proposal regarding'point 11 would be noted 

but the Board could not amend the report. He would рЪ̂Ьрспе discussion cn point 

S of the report until the Board considered the appropriate part rf the report of 

the Standing^ Committee cn Administration and F i n a n c e . ' H ô then read the draft 

resolution submitted, by Dr, HyclOp which was as follows:
,,v

 •• 

"The Executive Board 

REQUESTS the Director-General to study the question of the 
relationships between regional rreanizations oí WHO and inter-
national governmental and ncn-governmëntâl organizations and to 
report on this question tc an early session of the Executive 
Board.» 

Decision: . The àcviit rGSoiutidn was untiniiíiously adopted. 

2 . REGIONAL OFFICE FOR ÏHE MMICLS - PAN UvERICAN UNITARY ORG/JilZ/TION: Item 40.4 
OF THE AGENDl^. (Documents EB/25 and A d k U l ) ' ) .、 . . : 

Dr. MURDOGK, representing the Director cf P"S0， fconveyed to the Board 

Dr. Scper»s regret at not being able to be present. He emphasized the distinction 

between the Regional Office for the Americas and other regional offices, in that 

PASO been carrying out health programmes fcr nearly 50 years, in which the 

countries cf the /jTiericas had collaborated both as a group of 21 nations and cn a 



smaller regional plane where several had been partners in attacking с common 

problem. The facilities of the existir^ organization would be expanded to handle 

the enlarged programme in the Western Hemisphere, an agreement having already been
 r 

entered into between WHO and PASO, which would pave the way toward the full utili-

Z £ t i o n

 of the Bureau as the WHO Regional Office for the Americas. 

He outlined several basic Ш0 practices already put into effect, and 

enumerated the many conferences held or projected on health questions. Satis-

factory progress had, been achieved in the short transitional period, during which 

the activities of the two organizations had been merged, end ho was confident that, 

with a clearer vi«w cf common objectives, more wruld be sccomplished in the field 

o f

 health in the Western Hemisphere which would be of lasting benefit to the 

whole world. 

Thb СНАЛШД]、nitlfig that much of the information in eccument EB5/25 Add Л 

d¿alt exclusively with ti^O, called for qominents, in particular on the following 

points ; 

Page 8: 

The resolutions ef the Directing Council in mpard to the ргодштоте and 

bucket cf the Regional Offiee for 1950! and on the participation of governments 

with nan-self-governlug territeries in the ABicricas. • 

Page' 91 

The resolutirn coneeinii^- .the programme and budget of the Regional 

Organization for 1951, 

Page 11： 

Participation (a) of Canada, and (b) of goverraacnLs responsible for the conduct 

cf international relations of territories in the Western Herisphoro. 



EB5/Min/17 Rev. 1 
pc.Be 11 

Page 12： 

UNICEF/WHO/PASO programme in Latin America. 

Page 13： 

Oath of the Director. 

He mentioned, two particular.problems encountered at the first meeting cf the 

Regional Committee in Lima, namely (1) the presence of observers representing non-

self- governing territories, whr.se status as laembers of the Regional CoimifUe, he 

saiü, had been approved during the meeting; (2) the draftin
E
 of the oath cf the 

Director had given rise to difficulties since, under the Constitution of P/,SO, 

the Director was forbidden to take instructions from any other authority.. 

D r

'
 v a n d e n

 BERG， alternate tc Professor De Laet, referring to Chapter IX on 

page 11 of document EB5/25 Add.l, was particularly gratified that PASO had 

.suggested an acceptable solution in regard to the- participation cf' governments 

responsible for territories in th^Western Hemisphere on the linos of the re-solu-

ticm passed by the Second Health Assembly. He expressed the hope that PASO would 

shortly be folly integrated with 聰0, and the evolutirn of relations between 

th^&vo bodies would develop with ohe-senie successful resiits as with other 

regional organizations. 

Dr. VAUCEL, adviser to Professor Parisct, said he had attended the meeting at 

L l m a a S

 representative of France, and had been impressed by the
 C
enerrus spirit of 

understanding which had there prevailed. .A tribute
 5
hould be paid te Dr. Zozaya 

whose personal influence had been instrumental in the adoption of the resolution 

concerning the participation cf governments witti non-self-governing .territi-ries 

in the region of the Americas •‘ 

D r

'
 B / l R R E T T

>
 a l t e r n a t e t 0

 fecken^ie, associated himself v^ith the views 
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expressed by the two previous speakers. He was likewise convinced that the 

countries concerned under Resolution IX (page 11 cf document EB5/25 Add.l) 

would greatly appreciate the facilities and opportunities provided thereunder. 

Dr. HIDE ffade the follawia comments.» 

(1) Л11 those associated with both organizations (PASO and WHO) were 

gratified a-t the atmosphere of mutual unr erstandinf. and the attitude, a- opted c’
n 

both sides. m e n the States members of the Regional Or^aniaaticn had come to a 

fulUir understanding c£ WiO they would realize that its ob.itictivcs were only ^ 

attainable by common effort. V^ile the legal problems involved in the agreement 

had made it difficult to bring about complete integration of PASO at the present 

stage, it was important tc recognize that, out of tht seven'members constituting 

the Directing Council cf РЛ30, two of the present ^errbers and a former member 

were members of the Executive Board. 
У 

(2) In visitine South America he had found that a great deal cf education 

about the importance of WHO and what it could achieve for all countries was 

essential in the Americas. That was з matter of time rnly, and he was convinced 

that things were moving, in the right direction.' 

(3) In studying the three reports on regional organizations, one problem 

remained. He was not clear as te the exact Unction of those bodies in regard 

t Q

-
t h e

 P r e s s i n g and development of the budget which determined the direction 

and amount cf work to be accomplished by WHO. 

Mr. SIEGEL, Acting Assistant Director-General, Department of Adininistretion 

and Finance, replying to the point raised by Dr. Hyde about the role of repinnal 

committees in the develcpuent of the budget of the Organization, said that the 

Director-General was dependent to a.great extent on the rcrional committees in 



the work of preliminary preparation- cf that budget. The Lima conference 

apparently had not fully understood that very inportant function, inasmuch as 

Resolution V on page 9 of document EB5/25 Add.l was couched in very general 

terms. It had therefore not provided specific recommendations for inclusion in 

.the proposed programme and budget for 1951 • For that reason it could not be 

given, the attention normally paid to recommendations of regional committeesj 

the Director-General bed therefore to use his own judgment, based on the policy 

cf the Health Assembly, in presenting the budget fer 195X. 

A further problem was raised in Resolution 工 on pages 5 and 6 in connexion 

with the programme and budget of PASO for 1950, which it was expected would be 

covered under the budget' cf PASO. It was not possible to say what specific 

amounts would be made available for any part or all of those functions outlined 

by the regional commit tee-. The Director-General, in accordance with the 

Constitution and Financial Regulations, was vested with authority to allocate 

funds according to his best Judgment and would naturally take into consideration 

the recommendations of each regional committee m t h i n budgetary limitations. 

In regard to the resolution on page 8 concerning ..the establishment of 

"sections" on various diseases, the Director-General hoped that that could be 

interpreted to mean the provision of regional advisers in the various fields 

according to the funds available. 

i 

In regard to the resolution in the third paragraph on page 9 of document 

EB5/25 Add.l, the Director-General assumed that ttie recommendation concerning 

existing technical, economic and administrative services of the Bureau was not 

limited tcTl951, but would be applied immediately, and great efforts made towards 

the co-ordination of the activities cf PASO and WHO. 
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The main difficulty in connexion with the question of using existing 

services was that the funds of -the two organizations could not be merged. 

The External Auditor oí WHO had called attention tc the fact that those 

• . 
responsible for approval of expenditure of Ш0 funds should, in all cases, 

those who had pledged allegiance to 7Щ0. 

The meeting rcse at 6 p«m. 
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1. REGIONAL OR&iNIZATION FOR THE EASTERN FEDITERF;H.N ; REPORT OF SECOND . 

SESSION, 12-15 OCTOBER 1949： Item 40.3 of the Agenda (EB5/9) 

Dr. M C C H K V E L L O , Assistant Director, Regional Office for the Eastern 

Mediterranean, said that he had been asked to introduce the report in the absence 

of the Regional Director, Sir Aly Shousha, Pasha. The Regional Committee had 

thought it essential to stress three items of its policy. Firstly, the committee 

believed that all programmes should be based on an adequate, knowledge of the 

countries concerned, and where this information was not available it was proposing 
i 

to conduct surveys covering economic and social, as well as public-health 

conditions. Secondlyj one of the fundamental aims of the committee was to 

develop a strong national health administration in each of the countries in its 

area。 Thirdly, great importance was given to the provision of assistance by 

WHO for the training of national health personnel. 

In a region where some countries had so many cases of communicable disease, 

25^000^000 cases of malaria in Pakistan， schistosomiasis in b0% of the population 

of ¿gypt， and bejel in 90% of the Bedouin population of Iraq
5
 it was obviously 

a duty of the Regional Ccinmittee to help in the development cf suitable control 

for such diseases. Although the Regional Office had only been in existence for 

a year, 15 days after the committee had adjourned action had been taken by the 

office on all the requests from governments ü c h had been submitted to the 

committee and recommendations had been made to the Director-Goneral regarding 

which programmes would be most easily integrated in a regional programme as 

distinct from those of purely national value
#
 The preliminary aspects of pro-

grammes concerning venereal disease, malaria, tuberculosis, health statistics and 

environmental sanitation had all. been developed. Finally，he drew the attention 

of the Executive Board to peint 8 of the report and hoped that favourable con-
sideration might be given tc the request. 



Dr. HYDE expressed great satisfaction with the excellent progress which had 

been made in the development of regional organization in South-East ¿
s
ia and the 

Eastern Mediterranean, and with the work being carried on in both areas. 

Dr. ST/JPAR said that both the reports on regional organizations before the 

Board showed that these organizations were working fairly well in their initial 

stages. He questioned, however, the necessity for the Regional Committee for the 

Eastern Mediterranean having met in Geneva. 

D r . DUJARRIC de la RIVIERE, adviser to Prefesser Parisot, was very satisfied 

with the progress of the regional offices. He agreed with Dr. Macchiavello 

regarding the necessity for obtaining information regarding the countries in the 

area cf the regional offices. When this information had been collected, WHO would 

have a very valuable record, of conditions in those countries, which would provide 

a sound, basis for future action. He had been surprised not to see any reference 

to schistosomiasis in the report but he understood that the expert coœmittee had 

visited Egypt after the report was drafted. He would be interested to know of 

any recent developments in the fields of trachoma and whooping-cough, in the 

Eastern Mediterranean Region. 

Dr. de Paula SOUZA, after expressing his approval of the report, esked 

whether more information could be given regarding the unsatisfactory results 

obtained with DDT, quoted in point 4.1.2.1. He was glad to see that the 

committee was aware of the importance of co-operation with,. FÀO with a view to 

increasing foc.d production (point 7). 

Dr. GEAR said that the report was a very encouraging sign of the development 

of the regional organization in the Eastern fediterranean. He felt that the 

Executive Beard was in seme difficulty regarding its relationship with regional 

committees because insufficient information was available regarding conditions in 



many of the countries included in the regional spheres of influence
e
 Both the 

Headquarters and the regional offices of the Organization were still in an experi-

mental state of development and it was not yet possible tc determine how best the 

Board could assist the regional committees in integrating and co-ordinating their 

work» The Beard would be greatly helped whan it had had an opportunity to 

� 

consider the reports which would be submitted by the regional directors• 

With regard tc the report itself, he wished to raise several points. There 

seoiaed to be a lack of integration between point 4 end point 4.1.7. There were 

three instances, points 4.1.1.3，4二。2。2 and 4.1.3.2^ where the problem of principle 

arose regarding the duties and responsibilities of regional directors in direct 

negotiations with international agencies. In point 4.1.2.1, 'where reference was 

made to a decision of the Second Wbrld Health Assembly regarding assistance for 

courses in malariology, he could not recall that a specific institute had been 

selected. With regard to point 7
y
 he wondered if it was altogether advisable 

that a regional director cf WxO should be engaged in collecting information on 

agriculture, even presupposing the collaboration of FAO。 In point 9.4, he thought 

that the calling of such a conference would perhaps be premature until Ш0 had 

laid down the technical procedure for the subject concerned. 

Dr, HIDE agreed with the remarks of Dr. Gear. He thought that the question 

of relationships between regional coiranittees and the United Nations or specialized 

agencies was of great importance, In point 5 of the report, a request had been 

made tc the Regional Director to communicate an opinion of the committee directly 

to the United Nations, In this particular case the views of the committee and 

those of Headquarters were identical^ but it would be most unfortunate if views 

were coirmiunicated by regional committees tc the United Nations which were at 

variance т/vlth those of the Health Assembly. The functions of regional coimiittees 



wore laid down in Article 50 of the Constitution, and under pc.ragraph (d) rf this 

Article co-operation between regional committees and the United Nations and nther 

international organizations was authorized cn a regional level. It would there-

f(.u’tí seem that before relationships were authorized cn ether levels, Article 50(d) 

should be more clearly defined by the Health Assembly. He suggested that the. 

Director-General should study the matter, bearing in rrdnd the discussion which had 

taken place regarding relations between TOO and non-governmental agencies, and sub-

m i t a r e

P°
r t f o r

 discussion at a subsequent session of the. Executive Board. 

Dr. ТОК hoped that favourable ccnsiderction would be given to the roquost in 

P°
i n t 8 o f t h ¿

 report• With regard to point 11, he asked that reference to .шкага 

be deleted, since it had not yet been decided in which city of Turkey the meeting 

would be held. 

ïhe DIRECTOR-GEÎŒML, in reply to Dr. Sterapar, said thct at the f::.rst session 

of the Regional Coiranittee it hhd been decided tc hold the second sessicn at 

.Alexandria, but at the time cf the secjonc: session a stete of v;ar still existed in 

the region and eventually it ins decided that the sessicn should be he3d in Geneva. 

This had resulted in the meetings being freed from the tensions which would have 

been inevitable in Alexandria. :‘s regards relationships between regicnal comit-

t e e s a n d o t h £ r

 international orcsnizations, he felt that it was not, at present, 

advisable to lay down definite rules, in view of the fact thet WHO and other 

(Organizations were still in the developmental stage. The responsibility for 

regional activities lay with regional coranittees and regional directors. The 

regicnal director was free to take any steps towards collaboration cr co-crdination 

h e c o n s i d e r e d

 necessary in order to implement the prograrames fcr his region. The 

Director-General considered that this freedom of action should, not be restricted 

except in that regional directors should be directed to ensure that thev had 



achieved complete co-ordination with all other interested agencies before carrying 

out any programme of work. It was within the province of regítíMl directors to 

communicate with governments of countries in their region in order to affect the 

attitude of the representatives of those countries when questions of regional 

concern arose at meetings of the United Nations and it шз also within their pro-

vince to make specific arrangements with specialized agencies of the United Nations 

and other agencies such as the International Red Cross. It would be impossible for 

Headquarters to supervise all this essential co-ordination. Although Headquarters 

was always prepared to. effect any type of co-ordination with the headquarters of 

organizations which had regional offices, co-ordinaticn on a regional level must be 

effected by regional directors. If this policy gave rise to difficulties, it 

might be necessary to revise it, but in the meantime he did not recommend that 

definite rules of procedure should be established in this matter. For the infor-

mation of the Board, he added that where new budgetary commitments were involved in 

programmes proposed by regional committees, reference had to be made to Headquarters 

to determine whether such commitments were practicable. It was essential that 

there should be internal co-ordination between all parts of the Organization and 

to achieve this, monthly reports from all regional directors were circulated 

throughout Headquarters and tc all regional offices. 

Dr, HIDE said that he was basically in agreement with the remarks cf the 

Director-General but that the question he had raised regarding point 5 of the 

report did net concern action on a regional level. He felt that the Executive 

Board should have the opportunity of studying a report on the principles governing 

relationships between regional organizations of WHO and international organizations. 

This report should include factual material regarding the relationships which were 

actually developing in the regional organizations• It was essential that the Beard 



should keep in touch with' the development of all parts of the Organization, and he 

would subftit q draft resolution in accordance with his proposal. 

Dr. GEAR said that he thought the discussion had been most valuable. It was 

the desire of the Board to determine what guidance and help could best be given to 

regional committees to assist in the integration and co-ordination of their work, 

not only between themselves but also with Headquarters. He thought that the 

views of the Director-General regarding the delegation of responsibility to 

regional directors were excellent and that the method of liaison between regional 

committees and Headquarters was most satisfactory, but he supported the proposal 

of Dr..Hyde. 

Dr. M/.CŒI/..VËLLO, in reply to Dr. Dujárric de Xa Rivière, said that it was 

not at present possible to have detailed knowledge of conditions in all the 

countries in the Eastern Mediterranean Region, but it was the policy of the 

committee not to undertake any programme without first determining the nepd of 

the country requesting it and the value of the programme to the whole region. 

Some countries in the region were very well equipped to give information to the 

cth¿rs regarding trachoma. A survey had been started to determine the present 

efficacy of whooping-cough vaccination and the possibility of using the new 

vaccine developed in the United States, and a report would be submitted to the 

next session of the committee. In reply to Dr. de Paula Souza, he said that it 

had not been determined why DDT had proved unsatisfactory in the Lebanon and 

Israel but the statement had： been based on the fset that its power as an insecti-

cide had considerably decreased between 1947 and 1949. With regard to co-ordina-

tion on regional levels, this was one of the most important parts of the work of 

the regional organizations since if it were omitted the results of all programmes 

would be considerably diKiinishod. Correspondence had been initiated with the 



regional organizations cf specialized agencies and it had been found that they also 

were uncertain as to the best method cf integrating all regional activity to im-

prove the health and social conditions cf the countries concerned. It was hoped 

that an informal meeting of all regional organizations in the area would be held 

during the year to compose a questionnaire to be submitted by each organization to 

its headquarters asking for guidance in obtaining better regional co-ordination. 

The inçicrtance of the relationship between the Executive Board and the regional 

committées was fully realized and in policy matters the regional committees acted 

in accordance with Article 51 of the Constitution. 

The CHAIRMAN said that Dr. Ток's proposal regarding peint 11 would be noted 

but the Board could not amend the report. He would postpone discussion rn pi"int 

8 of the report unt^l the Board considered the appropriate part rf the report of 

the Standing Committee on Administration and Finance, He then read the draft 

proposal submitted by Dr. Hyde, which was as follows s 

"The Executive Board 

REQUESTS the Director-General to study the question of the 
relationships between regional organizations of WHO and inter-
national governmental and non-governmental organizations and to 
report on this question to an early session of the Executive 
Board." 

The draft resolution -was unanimously adopted by the Board* 

2. REGIONAL OFFICE FOR THE AMERICAS - PAN AMERICAN SANITARY ORÜ'』IZ/TION 

(documents EB5/25 and. Acld.l) (Item 40.4 of the Agenda) 

Dr. MURDOCK, representing the Diructor of P厶SO, conveyed to the Board 

Dr. Soper
1

 s regret at not being able to be present. He emphasized the distinction 

between the Regional Office for the Americas and с ther regional offices, in thst 

PASO had been carrying out health programmes for nearly 50 years, in which the 

countries of the Americas had collaborated both as a group of 21 nations and r-n a 



smaller regional plane where several had been partners in attacking a common 

problem. The facilities cf the existing organization would bo expanded to handle 

the enlarged programme in the Western Hemisphere, an agreement having already been 

entered into between Ш0 and PASO, which would pave the way toward the full utili-

zation of the Bureau as the WHO Regional Office fcr the Americas• • 

He outlined several basic WHO practices already put into effect, and 

enumerated the many conferences held or projected on health questions. • Satis-

factory progress had been achieved in the short transitional period йагЗлр vAiich 

the activities of the two organizations had been merged, and ho was confident that, 

with a clearer view of common objectives, more would be accomplished in the field 

of health in the Western Hemisphere which would be of lasting benefit to the 

whole world. 

The CHAIRMAN, noting that much of the information in ¿ocument EB5/25 Add.l 

dealt exclusively with PASO, called fcr comments, in particular on the following 

points？ 

Page B? 

The resolutions of the Directing Council in regard to the prograroc ^nd 

budget cf the Regional Office for 195Oj and on the participation of goverments 

with non-self-governing territories in the Americas. 

‘
4

»/̂  О • 

- - ' w 一- » 
The resolution.concerning the programme and budget of the Regional 

Organization for 195Д-« 

Page 11 ； 

Participation (a) of Canada, and (b) 

of international relations of territories 

of governments responsible for the conduct 

in the We stôrn Hemisphere. 



Page 12: 

UNICEF/ïïHO/PAS0 .programme in Latin America. 

Page 13： 

Oath of the Director. 

He me-ntioned two particular problems encountered at the first meeting of the 

Regional Committee in Lima, namely (1) the presence of observers representing non-

self- governing territories, whose status as members of the Regional Committ¿e
s
 he 

said, had been approved during the meeting; (2) the drafting of the oath cf the 

Director had given rise to difficulties since, under the Constitution of PASO, 

the Director was forbidden to take instructions from any other authority. 

Dr. van den BERG, alternate tc Professor de Laët, referring tc Chapter IX on 

page 11 of document EB5/25 Add.l, was particularly gratified that PASO had 

suggested an acceptable, solution in regard to the participation of governments 

responsible for territories in the Western Hemisphere on the linos of the resolu-

tion passed by the Second Health Assembly. He expressed the hope that PASO would 

shortly be fully integrated, with WHO, and that the evoluticn of relations between 

』the""-ftvo bodies would develop with ohe seme successful results as with other 

regional organizations. 

Dr* VAUCEL, adviser to Prcfassor Parisot, said he had attended the meeting at 

blma as representative- of France, and had been impressed by the generous spirit of 

understanding which had there prevailed. A tribute should be paid to Dr. Zozaya 

whose personal influence had been instrumental in the adoption of the resolution 

concerning the participation cf governments with non-self-governing territories 

in the region of the ilmericas. 

D r

- BARRETT， alternate to Dr. Mackenzie, associated himself with the views. 



expressed by the two previous speakers. He was likewise convinced that the 

countries concerned under Resolution IX (page 11 of document EB5/25 Add.l) 

w o u l c l

 greatly appreciate the facilities and opportunities provided thereunder. 

Dr. HÏDE made the followinf： comments: 

(1) Л11 those associated with both organizations (PASO and WHO) were 

gratified at the atmosphere of mutual uncerstanding and the attitude a' opted on 

both sides. Ihen the States members rf the Regional Organization had come to a 

fuller understanding cf 1H0 they would realize that its objectives were only 

attainable b/ common effort. While the legal problems involved in the agreement 

had mada it difficult fo bring about complete integration of PASO at the present 

stage, it was important tc recognize that, out of the seven members constituting 

the Directing Council cf PASO, two of the present members and a former member 

were members of the Executive Board. 

(2) In visiting South America he had found that a great deal rf education 

about the importance of WHO and what it could achieve for all countries was 

essential in the Americas. That was a matter of time rnly, and he was convinced 

that things were moving in the right direction. 

(3) In studying the three reports on regional organizations, one problem 

remained. He was no% clear as te the exact function of those bodies in regard 

to the processing and development of the budget w^ich determined the direction 

and amount of work to be accomplished by WHO. 

Mr. S3EGEL, Acting Assistant Director-General, Department of Administration 

a n d F i n a n c e

' ^plying to the peint raised by Dr. Hyde about the role of regional 

conmittees in the development of the budget of the Organization, said that the 

Director-General was dependent to a great extent on the regional committees in 



EB5/Min/17 
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the work of preliminary preparation cf that budget. The Lima conference 

apparently had not fully understood that very important function, inasmuch as 

Resolution V on page 9 of document EB5/25 Add.l was couched in very general 

terms. It had therefore not provided specific recommendations for inclusion in 

the proposed programme and budget for 1951. For that reason it could not be 

given the attention normally paid to recommendations of regional committees; 

the Director-General had therefore to use his own judgment, based on the policy 

cf the Health Assembly, in .presenting the budget for 1951. 

A farther problem was raised in Resoluticn 工 on pages 5 and. 6 in connexion 

with the programme and budget of PASO for 1950, which it was expected would be 

covered under the budget of PASO. It was not possible to say whet specific 

amounts would be made available for any part or all of those functions outlined 

by the regional committee. The Director-General, in accordance with the 

Constitution and Financial Regulations, was vested with authority to allocate 

funds according to his best judgment and would naturally take into consideration 

the recommendations of each regional committee within budgetary limitations• 

In regard to the resolution on page 8 concerning ..the establishment of 

"sections" on various diseases, the Director-General hoped that that could be 

interpreted to mean the provision of regional advisers in the various fields 

according to the funds available. 

In regard to the resolution in the'thini paragraph on page 9 of document 

EB5/25 Add.l, the Director-General assumed that the recommendation concerning 

existing technical, economic and administrative services of the Bureau was not 

limited to、1951， but would be applied immediately, and great efforts made towards 

the co-ordination of the activities of PASO and WHO. 
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The main difficulty in connexion with the question of using existing 

services was that the funds of the two organizations could not be merged. 

The External Auditor of WHO had called attention tc the fact that those 

responsible for approval of expenditure of WHO funds should, in all cases, be 

those who had pledged allegiance to VJHO. 

The meeting rose at 6 p.m. 


