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SECOND REPORT OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON ADMINISTRATION 
AND FINANCE TO THE FIFTH SESSION OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 

In addition to the matters mentioned in the First Report of the 
Standing Committee (EB5/97 Rev.l) the Board referred to the Committee 
Item No. 17.1 of its Agenda, Reimbursement of Travelling Expenses of 
Members of the Executive Board and Delegates of the Health Assembly 
(EB5/36)‘ 

The Committee reports as follows: 

The Standing Committee on Administration and Finance has considered 
the question of reimbursement of transportation costs to members of the 
Executive Board who are also members of national delegations in respect 
of their attendance at Executive Board sessions immediately preceding or 
following the Health Assembly, referred to it by the Executive Board. 

This question was discussed at the Fourth Session of the Board at 
the request of the Director-General, who asked for guidance because 
reductions had been made in the Budget Estimates for 1950 in respect of 
Executive Board Sessions on the assumption that a saving would be effected 

- m transportation costs in those cases where Board members would already 
be at the plate of,meeting attending the Health Assembly. 

The Working Party appointed at the Fourth Session of the Board found 
this matter complex inasmuch as an individual member of the Board might 
or might not be a member of the Assembly delegation of the State Member 
which had designated him as a Board member and, furthermore, he might 
possibly be a member of another delegation. 

Further points of difficulty which have been noted are： 

(a) The position of an Executive Board member whose term of 
office is due to expire； 

(b) The position of an Executive Board member designated as a 
result of the election held at an Assembly at which he is 
a delegate； 
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(c) The position of a State Member which has designated a 
national of another State to represent it on the Board, 
or that of a State Member one of whose nationals has 
been designated by another State; 

(d) A State Member might, for reasons of economy, be 
influenced in its designation of a Board Member in an 
effort to combine the qualities needed in an Assembly 
delegate with those needed in a Board member. 

It is clear that, under the resolutions adopted by the First and 
Second Health Assemblies, those Member States which have as one of their 
delegates to the Assembly a member of the Executive Board are in practice 
entitled to the reimbursement of transportation costs in respect of two 
delegates to the Health Assembly when a meeting of the Executive Board has 
been arranged to take place immediately before or immediately after the 
Health Assembly. 

In the case of the Fourth Session of the Board, which followed shortly 
after the Second World Health Assembly, information provided to the Committee 
indicates that transportation costs of a delegate as well as an Executive 
Board member were paid in the- case of four of the fifteen States Members 
represented at both meetings. The Committee further understands that the 
average amount of transportation costs reimbursed in connexion with meetings 
of the Executive Board or the Assembly may be taken at some $500 per member 
per meeting. Thus a total cost of approximately $9,000 would be involved if 
payment of transportation costs were made for all eighteen members of the 
Board and this is the maximum theoretical saving that would be effected if 
all Board members were also delegates to the Assembly and their expenses 
paid as delegates, no additional transportation cost being incurred in 
respect of their attendance at a related Board Session. 

In view of the foregoing, and of the considerations set out in 
document EB5/36, the Standing Committee on Administration and Finance 
recommends the adoption of the following resolution： 

The Executive Board 

RECOGNIZING 
1. that the functions and composition of the Assembly as set 

forth in the Constitution are distinct and different from 
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2. that the independent nature of the Executive Board 
should be safeguarded； 

3. that, under the resolutions adopted by the First and 
Second Health Asserablios, those Member States Tirtiich have 
as one of their delegates to the Assembly a member of the 
Executive Board are in practice entitled to the reimburse-
ment of transportation costs in respect of two delegates 
to the Health Assembly when a meeting of the Executive 
Board has been arranged to take place immediately before 
or immediately after the Health Assembly; 

4. that the restriction of the present provision for the 
reimbursement of transportation costs would inevitably 
create difficulties and might inflict hardship on some 
Member Statesj 

CONSIDERS that the provisions at present in force relating to 
the reimbursement of transportation costs of delegates and 
members of the Executive Board should be retained, and 

URGES all Member States to restrict as far as possible their 
claims on the Organization for transportation costs. 


