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1. The Expert Committee on International Epidemiology and Quarantine 

at their second session, during their consideration of the WHO International 

Sanitary Regulations, took a number of decisions designed to ameliorate 

the quarantine requirements and procedures at present imposed on travellers, 

shipping and aviation under the existing International Sanitary Conventions. 

Three of these, dealing with International Certificates of Vaccination 

against yellow fever, cholera and smallpox, were of outstanding importance 

and I wish to suggest that the Board might recommend the Third Health 

Assembly to request Member Governments to accept them at once without 

waiting for the adoption of the WHO International Sanitary Regulations. 

2. Incidentally, the Committee unanimously agreed that in future the 

title of all these Certificates should be 'Certificates of Vaccination 

against Yellow Fever/Cholera/Smallpox1 and the words 'inoculation' and 

'immunization' would no longer be used, thus bringing the title into 

the comprehensive use of the irord 'vaccination' in the French text. 

3. It is proposed under the Draft International Sanitary Regulations 

that a Certificate of vaccination against yellow fever will become 

valid ten days after the date of vaccination and will last for six years. 

The validity of existing certificates will be extended to six years from 

the date of issue. In the case of revaccination within that period, 

there will be no waiting period of ten days. The certificate must be 

signed by a designated medical officer and stamped. 

4. The Committee recommended that for ordinary travellers a single 

inoculation against Cholera should be accepted for quarantine purposes. 

A certificate of vaccination against cholera will become valid six days 

after inoculation and will last for six months from the date of issue. 

Reinoculation within that period will not require the six-day period of 

waiting. Special arrangements are recommended for pilgrims going to 

Mecca. 

5. The Committee recommended that a single vaccination should suffice 
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to render á smallpox certificate valid for a period of three yëar^ beginning 

fourteen days after the date of vaccination. 

6# Certificates of vaccination against Cholera and Smallpox must dé-

signe d by a medical practitioner qualified to practise in the country of 

vaccination and his indentity must be authenticated5 preferably by an 

official stamp or failing this by the signature of a responsible person 

entitled in the country to authenticate a signature. 

7 . To be valid all certificates must be set out in the form which 

will be annexed to the new Regulations. The model certificates have 

been simplified• Any modification of the information required, or 

erasurey or failure to complete the information, may render the certificate 

invalid. 

8. Шете vaccination is carried out by a member of the Armed Forces 

or by a medical officer of the central health service or local authority 

services the identity of the vaccinator need not be authenticated provided 

the certificate bears an official stamp. 

I wish to propose the following resolution:-

The Executive Board 

I. DECIDES to recommend to the THIRD HEALTH 

'Member Governments•to accept at once the 

of the Expert Committee on International 

Quarantine : 

ASSEMBLY to request 

following recommendations 

Epidemiology and 

(a) that a Certificate of Vaccination against Yellow 

Fever should be considered, to be valid ten days , 

after the vaccination and for a period of six years 

from the date of issue• 

(b) that for the ordinary traveller a Certificate of 

Vaccination against cholera only requires a single 

inoculation and should become valid six days after 

inoculation. ït should last for six months from 

the date of issue. A rainoculation within that 

period would, not require the six-day period of waiting. 

(c) that' a Certificate of Vaccination against Smallpox 

or Cholera must be signed by a medical practitioner 

entitled to practise medicine in the country in which 

the vaccination is made and his identity must be 

authenticated, preferably by an official stamp, or 

failing this by the signature of a responsible 

person rocognized in the çountry to authenticate 

a signature. 

(d) that signatures on Certificates of Vaccination 

against cholera or smallpox issued by a member of 

the Armed Forces or by a medical officer of the 

central health service or local authority services 

need not be authenticated provided the certificate • 

bears an official stamp. 


