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The Standing Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations held 

its first meeting on 17 January 1950 at 2*30 p.m., and its second 

meeting on 18 January at 2.30 p.m. 

The following members were present: 

Dr. G, H. de Paula Souza (Chairman) 

Miss Green and Dr. Barrett, alternates for Dr. Mackenzie 

Br. Ток (replacing Dr. H.S.Gear, who had resigned) 

Mr. R. I . Villanueva (alternate for Dr. Villaram a) 

]L. Review of working principles governing the admission of non-

governmental organizations into relations with the World Health 

Organization 

In accordance with a resolution of the Fourth Executive Board̂ * 

the Committee considered the working principles governing the 

admission into relations of non-governmental organizations, laid down 
2 

by the First World Health Assembly. 

It was felt that the Board and the Committee should have 

greater freedom to exercise its judgment regarding the value to 

the World Health Organization of the work of an organization to be 

brought into official relations. It was， therefore, decided to 

recommend to the Board the adoption of the following resolution: 

The Executive Board 

RECOMMENDS to the Third World Health Assembly that the criteria 

governing the admission into official relations with the World 

Health Organization of non-governmental organizations be amended 

as follows: 

Criteria to be fulfilled before a non-governmental organization 

becomes eligible to be considered for relationship with the World 

Health Organization under Article 71 of the Constitution 袖 

The World Health Organization should, in relation to non-

governmental organizations, act in conformity with any relevant 

resolutions of the General Assembly or Economic and Social Council 

of the United. Nations5 and the following criteria should be met 

before an organization can be regarded as eligible for relationship: 

Rec. World Hlth. Org, 22, 7 

20ff, Rec World Hith. Org. 13, 326-327 
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(i). The organization shall be concerned with matters falling | 

within the competence of the World Health Organization, ! 

(iij[ The aims and purpose-», cf the organization shall be in • 

conformity with the spirit, purposes and principles of the 

Constitution of the World Health Organization. 

(iii) The Organization shall be of recognized standing and 

shall represent a substantial proportion of the persons organized 

f o r t h e purpose of participating, in the particular field of interest 

in which it operates. To meet this requirement, a group of organi-

zations may form a joint committee, or other body authorized to act 

for the group as a whole. 

(iv) •Lhe organization shall have a directing body and authority 

' t o s P e a k f o r its members through its authorized representatives; 

evidence of this authority shall be presented if requésted. 

(v) The organization shall normally be internatici..! in its 

structure and scope> with members who exercise voting rights in 

relation to its policies or action. 

(vi) Save in exceptional cases, a national organizationwhich is 

affiliated to an international. non* governmental organizational covering -

the same subject on an international basis shall present its views through 

its government or through the international ncn~governmental organization 

to which it is affiliated. A national organization, however, may be 

included in the list after consultation with, and with the consent of, 

the Member State concerned, if the activities of the organization are not 

covered by ary internati- nal organization or if it offers experience upon 

which the World Health Organization wishes to draw. 

2* b^^Hg-lgZ„admitting organ!zations into Relaticnshig. 

(i) The Board's Standing Committee on Ncn-Govermental Organizations, 

composed of five members, shall consider information submitted by non-govern 

mental organizations, voluntarily or by invitation, and shall паке recom-

mendations to the Board; it may incite any organization to speak before it 

in connexion with the organization's application. Bearing in mind the 

¿ g ^ g M ^ J ^ t ^ s M i n g valuable contributions to the work of the World 

榜alth Or¿；anization_in terms both of quality and quantity. thfi C .nmnñ^ 

consideration or rejection of an application.‘ 

(ii) In accordance with the provisions of Article 71 of the 

Constitution, the Government, concerned shall be consulted with regard to 

possible approval of any national organization. 
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(iii) The Director-General shall inform each organization of the 

Board i s decision on its application. The Director-General shall maintain a 

list of the organizations admitted into relation and this list and any 

amendments thereto shall be circulated to the Members of the World Health 

Organization. 

(iv) This list shall also be circulated to the chairmen of езфегЬ 

committees, who may make recommendations or suggestions,for using the 

services of any organization where this seems desirable 

(v) The Board； through its Standing Committee on Non-Governmental 

Organizations, shall review the list biennially and shall determine the „ 

desirability of maintaining relations with the organizations on the list. 

(vi) The Director-Generalj in consultation with the Chairman of the 

Executive Boards when he is satisfied that a particular organization with 

which he considers it desirable that the World Health Organization should 

enter into relation, fulfils the criteria laid down， may provisionally enter 

into such relations pending the decision of the Executive Board. 

3. Privileges conferred by relationship with the World Health Organization 

It is recommended that the following privileges shall be conferred upon 

organizations brought into relationship» 

(i) The right to appoint a representative to participate, without 

right of vote, in its meetings or in those of the committees and conferences 

convened under its authority on the following conditionsi 

Whenever the Health Assembly, a committeз or conference convened under 

its authority, discusses an item in a related non-governmental 

organization is particularly interested^ such an organization, on the 

invitation of the chairman of the meeting or on his acceding to a request from 

the organization, shall be entitled to make a statement of an e^ository 

nature, and may, with the consent or： the meetingj be invited by the chairman 

to make, in the course of the discussion of the item before the meeting, an 

additional statement for the purposes of clarification. 

(ii) Access to non-confide'ntial documentation and such other 

documentation as the Director .Genera], may see fit to make available through 

such special distribution fac:： Iflties as the World Health Organization may 

establish. 

(iii) The right to subrrit memoranda to the,Director-General, who would 

determine the nature and s с opjo of the circulatioru 
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In the event of a memorandum being submitted which the Directors-General 

considers might be placed on the agenda of the Health Assembly, such 

memorandum will be placed before the Executive Board for possible inclusion in. 

the agenda of the Assembly. 

2. ”Sectional" Non-Governinental Organizations 

The Committee was of the opinion that it was for the Board to determine 

whether or not sectionalism in itself is a priori， a reason against considering 

an application for official relations, or whether consideration should be 

given to the value of the work of each organization on its merits, and 

requests the Board1s decision on this mattere 

3. Admission into Official Relations with the World Health Organization 

3 

The Committee discussed various applications for relations with WHO, 

upon the basis of the criteria laid down by the First World Health Assembly, 

and decided to recommend to the Board the adoption of the resolutions which 

are set forth belowî 

(a) The Executive Board 

DECIDES to establish official relations with the following 

organizations on the bas;.s of the criteria laid down in Official 

Records, World Hlthc Org, 13, 326-327. 

Medical Women1 s 工international Association 

2Я Fédération Internationale Pharmaceutique 

Эр International Federation of Housing and Town Planning 

4» International League against Rheumatism 

(b) The Executive Board 

DECIDES to postpone consideration in the following cases? 

(i) International Audiology Conference, until its organizational 

character has developed further^ although great interest was 

shown in the work of the Conference. 

(ii) International Society for Blood Transfusion^ pending further 

information as to present status of the organization, including 

finance} and whether or not there i孕 any permanent membership 

apart from attendance at congresses, 

(iii)International pollege of Surgeons, until further enquiries 

have been made. 

0ff ,^ec o World Hlth. Org, 13, 326-327 



UNITED NATIONS NATIONS UNIES 

W O R L D H E A L T H 
O R G A N I Z A T I O N 

ORGANISATION MONDIALE 
DE LA SANTÉ 

EXECUTIVE BOARD EB5/87 Corr.l 

20 January 1950 Fifth Session 

ORIGINAL : ENGLISH 

FIRST REPORT OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON 

NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 

Page 1, Paragraph 1, first line of the resolution : 

This should read : 

"RECOMMENDS to the Third World Health Assembly that the working 

principles"# 

CONSEIL EXECUTIF EB5/87 Corr。l 

Cinquième Session 20 janvier 1.950 

ORIGINAL : ANGLAIS 

PREMIER RAPPORT DU COMITE PERMANENT DES 

ORGANISATIONS NON GOUVERNEMENTAIES 

Page 1, premier alinéa et deuxième ligne de la résolution, lire •• 

"RECOMMANDE à la Troisième Assemblée Mondiale de la Santé de 

modifier comme suit les principes régissant, dans la pratique 

l'admission . . . " « 


