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If it is obvious that well organized national health services 
are of paramount importance to the individual countries, they also 
constitute a great help for any programme in the international sphere. 

Unfortunately very few countries have attained such standards 
and a limited number only have at their disposal a minimum of efficient 
technical facilities and administrative machineries for such work. 

Any international effort to improve health standards, in the long 
run, depends strictly on the сreation, development and improvement of 
national health services. 

It seems to the Brazilian government that, before any programme 
on a. large-scale, is established on the international level, a world-
wide or at least regional appraisal of the health conditions and 
existing technical facilities should be made. 

This point of view was on several occasions brought to the 
attention of the Executive Board and the Assembly and a general con-
census followed such statements. 

Past experience, both of the Panamerican Sanitary Bureau as well 
as of the Health Organization of the League of Nations, has shown how 
difficult it is to gather appropriate information from t.he different 
countries. 

A continuous and systematic survey would be useful in giving an 
up-to-date picture of the health conditions and working facilities 
which would -imply a strict co-operation with the national services. 

In connexion with such problems an important factor to be con-
sidered is related 七о the available statistical information. Such 
information is varied in extent, quality and accuracy not only regarding 
the different countries but also, within each country, in their diff-
erent regions. An aporoach to the problem of obtaining comparable 
data should be made possible by organizations like the WHO. 
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The Brazilian Government， which is as deeply interested in obtaining 
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accurate information of what occurs elsewhere as it is in gathering 
information on its own territory,, would look favourably on systematic 

, • • •• • • •. .. : . . “... . • 

organized effort in such a- direction and asks the Executive Board to 
include this subject on thé Agenda of the Third World Health Assembly. 


