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Your Excellency, Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
Dear Colleagues, 

 I welcome you all to this regional workshop on the role of communities in 

awareness-raising on hygiene education and health friendly management of solid waste 

which is being convened by the WHO Regional Centre for Environmental Health 

Activities (CEHA) in collaboration with the Ministry of Health of Jordan. I wish to 

express my sincere gratitude to the Government of Jordan for hosting this gathering, and 

our special thanks to His Excellency the Minister of Health for his kind support in the 

organization of this workshop. My sincere thanks are also due to the other ministries who 

have responded positively and sent representatives to this workshop. 

 

In the past two decades, the Member States of the WHO Eastern Mediterranean 

Region, especially the most urbanized and industrialized, have seen a progressive 

improvement in daily life, but this has also resulted in the production of large quantities 

of solid waste, which, without sound planning and management, are a potential source of 

hazard to human health. 
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  Accumulation of solid waste provides food for insects and rodents, thus 

encouraging infestation, spreads communicable diseases and causes burns and injuries to 

community residents, particularly children in rural and low income areas. The elimination 

or reduction of health hazards and threats to the environment and health caused by solid 

waste is largely dependent upon the level of awareness and behaviour of householders at 

community level and the capacities of municipal waste collection and disposal services. 

In the majority of the cases these services do not have enough resources to cover 

adequately poor urban areas and rural settings. Therefore, empowering the communities 

in deprived areas helps them identify problems and find solutions that respond to their 

needs and are appropriate to local socioeconomic, cultural and political conditions.       

 

CEHA implemented two pilot projects for a community-based solid waste 

initiative, in a poor urban area in Lebanon and a village in Yemen. Special focus was 

placed on the role of the community, and particularly women, in raising awareness and 

promoting change in behaviour in order to improve hygiene and management of solid 

waste. The results show that community awareness and empowerment have changed the 

behaviour of community residents towards hygiene, encouraging health friendly 

management of household solid wastes and strengthening the relation between the 

community and local authorities. Such an achievement was supported by seed funding 

and technical support from WHO and local authorities. CEHA would like to disseminate 

this experience in the Region in order to reduce the burden of disease associated with 

solid waste in poor urban areas and rural settings.  

 

In order to replicate the experience, CEHA has developed a framework for 

establishing sustainable community-based solid waste management, with special focus on 

application through community-based initiatives (CBI) programmes in the Region. The 

framework takes into account socioeconomic, cultural and political conditions at local 

level as well as the recommendations of the Commission on Macroeconomics and 

Health, the regional strategy on sustainable health development and poverty reduction 

(approved in 2003  by  the WHO Regional Committee for the Eastern Mediterranean), as 

well as concerns raised by the WHO Commission on the Social Determinants of Health.   
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The aim of this workshop is to share, exchange and disseminate the lessons 

learned from the CEHA pilot projects and to discuss the framework, and strategies and 

approaches for its implementation within CBI programmes in the Region.   

 

I look forward with interest to your conclusions and recommendations and wish 

you success in your meeting and a pleasant stay in this beautiful city of Amman.   

 


