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Ladies and Gentlemen, Dear Colleagues, 
 

On behalf of the World Health Organization, I have the pleasure of welcoming you to 

this joint FAO/WHO Codex Coordinating Committee for the Near East, fourth session. I 

am very pleased to see the strong mutual cooperation and collaboration between WHO 

and the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations in the field of food 

safety at the regional level. I would like to thank FAO for initiating and jointly 

sponsoring this important session. I would also like to thank the Government of Jordan 

for hosting this important event of the Codex Coordinating Committee for the Near East. 

Following the occurrence of a number of extremely serious large-scale food 

emergencies in the recent past, policy-makers and consumers in a large number of 

countries are re-evaluating the existing national food safety strategies. Many of these 

food emergencies, such as that arising out of the avian influenza epidemic, have involved 

more than one country. 

Most if not all countries in the world are involved in international trade of food. 

Indeed, this international trade in food plays an important role in providing safe and 
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nutritious diets for the world’s population. Traditionally, international trade was subject 

to certain tariff and non-tariff barriers at national borders, some of which were required to 

protect the health of the consumers and some of which were established to protect 

domestic economies.  

In the Eastern Mediterranean Region, several regional trade agreements are in place 

including those of the Arab Free Trade Area (1996), Arab Maghreb Union (1989) and 

Gulf Cooperation Council (1981). All of these trade agreements are aimed at facilitating 

regional integration and intra-regional agricultural trade. These agreements have 

stimulated countries to improve their food safety and international trade requirements.  

The work of Codex Alimentarius is recognized as being important for protection of 

consumer health and, at the same time, it ensures fair practices in international trade. For 

future action, the Member States have been urged to integrate food safety matters into 

information programmes for consumers, particularly in school curricula, and to initiate 

culture-specific health and nutrition education programmes for food handlers, producers 

and consumers. In addition, outreach programmes have to be developed for the private 

sector in order to improve food safety at the consumer level, and collaboration developed 

with consumer associations and the food industry in order to raise awareness regarding 

the use of good and ecologically safe farming and good hygienic and manufacturing 

practices. The adoption of Codex standards as scientifically justified norms for the 

purpose of the World Trade Agreements on Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures (SPS) 

and Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT) is of immense significance. It is noteworthy that 

SPS and TBT both acknowledge the importance of harmonizing standards internationally 

so as to minimize or eliminate the risk of sanitary, phytosanitary and other technical 

standards becoming barriers to trade. 

Most Member States of the Region have measures to ensure overall food quality, 

safety and consumer protection through several means, such as foodborne disease 

surveillance; promotion of public awareness of emerging food safety concerns, such as 

biotechnology; and fostering the participation of consumers in risk communication and 

decision-making processes concerning food safety. However, they need to strengthen 

their capacity in managing national food safety through intersectoral and intrasectoral 
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coordination. Although good manufacturing practices and quality assurance systems have 

been introduced throughout the Region, nevertheless, we have received alerts of several 

large outbreaks of Salmonella infection caused by sesame-based foods, halwa and tahini, 

manufactured in the Eastern Mediterranean Region, the latest of which was in November 

2006.  

Ladies and Gentlemen, Dear Colleagues, 

The ever-increasing incidence of various food safety problems worldwide and 

emerging or re-emerging microbial food-borne diseases have initiated a growing interest 

in risk analysis at both national and international levels. The Codex Alimentarius 

Commission has stressed the importance of further international cooperation on the 

agreed principles in risk analysis. I would like to thank our colleagues from FAO for their 

collaboration, and the Government of Jordan for hosting this important event. Finally it 

only remains for me to wish you a successful meeting, and a pleasant stay in this 

beautiful city of Amman. 

 


