
 
 

 

In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful 
 

Message from 
 

DR HUSSEIN A. GEZAIRY 
 

REGIONAL DIRECTOR 
 

WHO EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN REGION 
 

to the  
 

WORKSHOP ON LABORATORY BIOSAFETY AND BIOSECURITY 
 

Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran, 28–31 October 2006 
 

Excellencies, Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen,  

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you here in Tehran, the capital of a great nation 

that has a strong programme of technical cooperation with WHO in support of health 

development for the Iranian population. I would like to express my gratitude to His 

Excellency the Minister of Health and Medical Education for hosting this meeting. My 

thanks go also to the participants from countries of our Region and to the facilitators from 

WHO headquarters and other partners. The focus of this meeting is the important subject of 

laboratory biosafety and biosecurity. 

Ladies and Gentlemen 

  The WHO laboratory biosafety programme started by providing guidance to 

laboratory workers on how to perform laboratory work safely, to laboratory managers on how 

to set up a managerial approach to biosafety and to regulatory authorities, to help them 

consider necessary aspects for the development of adequate national biosafety regulations. A 

top-down approach associated with bottom-up support for biosafety regulations has been very 

successful in advancing the biosafety agenda. 
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  The programme recently set itself the aim of expanding laboratory biosecurity by 

striking a balance between the long-known biosafety procedures and practices and the more 

recently introduced and broader biosecurity concepts. It also introduced the overarching 

“biorisk management” approach that has resulted from careful thinking, comprehensive study 

of prevailing practices and recommendations, review of international norms and standards, 

and relevant ethical considerations. Shortcomings currently observed in a number of settings 

are discussed, and practical solutions are proposed. 

 

This workshop will also address on the final day the International Air Transport 

Association requirements for transfer of biological samples. This will be a hands-on 

experience needed by most laboratories in the Region. 

 

 A recent WHO publication, intended for the use of relevant national regulatory 

authorities, laboratory directors (or managers) and laboratory workers, all of whom play key 

roles in the field of biosciences and in public health in general, is available in your 

background documents. 

 

 Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

  Apart from focusing on biosafety and biosecurity, this meeting offers a good 

opportunity for national laboratory officers to review their programmes of collaboration with 

WHO, to build on existing strengthens and address the shortcomings, and to learn from other 

countries’ experience. As you all know laboratory networks constitute a major technology 

support to service delivery in all health systems of the Eastern Mediterranean Region and 

represent a priority for health system development and strengthening. WHO facilitates 

networking and partnerships among laboratory professionals in the Region in order to 

develop national and regional capabilities and to provide technical support, particularly to 

countries in need. The focus this time will be on external quality assessment. 

 

 Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

  I am confident that the interaction between participants and facilitators will yield 

fruitful results and will lead to feasible and practical recommendations. Once again I 

welcome you to this beautiful city of Teheran and wish you a pleasant and productive stay. 


