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Cairo, Egypt, 12–14 November 2006 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

First allow me to extend my deepest thanks to Professor Helmi El Gharr, Dean of the Faculty 

of Medicine, 6 October University, for taking up the important issue of road traffic crashes. I would 

also like to extend my gratitude to all the participants in this significant event seeking to foster a 

culture of road safety among our youth. 

Road traffic crashes, are among the most important causes of injuries and deaths, not only 

globally but also in our Region. Every day worldwide thousands of people are killed and annually 

millions are injured who may never be able to lead normal lives again. 

To some it may seem surprising that the health sector should come forward on the issue of road 

safety, but it has become a major public health concern. In addition to causing staggering rates of 

death, injury and disability, road accidents pose a major drain on health and health care system 

resources. The role of the health sector goes beyond immediate care and rehabilitation. The health 

sector should assume an advocacy role for improvement of policies and promotion of proven evidence-

based interventions.  
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Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Worldwide, deaths due to road traffic crashes each year are estimated at almost 1.2 million, 

while the number of those injured could be as high as 50 million – the combined population of five of 

the world’s large cities. The risk of death and disability due to road traffic accidents in the Eastern 

Mediterranean Region is one of the highest in the world. In 2002, the mortality rate from road traffic 

injuries in our Region was 26.4 deaths per 100 000 population, the second highest in the world after 

the African Region. More disturbing still is that road traffic injuries are among the leading causes of 

death among children and people of working age. 

In Egypt, data from the Ministry of Health and Population shows that for the year 2004, more 

that 65% of road traffic injuries were borne by people aged 15–45 years. Of all those injured due to 

road crashes injuries, around 74% are male and 26% are female. This is putting tremendous pressure 

not only on health care services, but is also incurring other direct and indirect costs on national 

budgets. Estimates from the World report on road traffic injuries prevention reveal that for a country 

like Egypt, this cost may be around 1–1.5 per cent of the total gross national product per year. 

Nevertheless, this gloomy picture should not, in any way, deter us from making a fitting 

response. Road traffic injuries and deaths can be prevented. Many effective strategies have been 

identified and implemented in developed countries and a slow but steady decline has been noted in 

these countries. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

In recognition of the critical nature of the situation, the World Health Organization (WHO) is 

endeavouring to mobilize governments, organizations and communities to effectively tackle this 

problem. The theme of World Health Day 2004 was dedicated to road traffic injury prevention. This 

was coupled with the launch of the joint WHO/World Bank World report on road traffic injury 

prevention, a comprehensive overview of the magnitude, risk factors, impact and prevention of road 

traffic injuries. 

 The United Nations General Assembly has also adopted a number of historical 

resolutions on the global road safety crisis over the past two years. The most recent, on 26 

October 2005, designates WHO as a coordinator on road safety issues within the UN system. It 

also recommends and mandates WHO and the UN Economic Commissions to work closely with 
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governments to observe the First UN Road Safety Week in April 2007. The Week’s theme has 

been dedicated to young road users including young drivers. The key event of the Week will be a 

World Youth Assembly for Road Safety, involving young delegations from all over the world. It 

is hoped that the Week will also impact on the regional and national level through the active 

participation of youth throughout the different sectors of society. We hope that you can be part of 

it as well. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Road traffic injury prevention remains a high priority issue for the Regional Office, which is 

currently concentrating on eight priority countries including Egypt, in order to assist them in 

developing plans of action, a surveillance system and the research needed to identify the most effective 

interventions for road traffic injury prevention and control. WHO Regional and Country Offices have 

been closely collaborating with Egypt in its efforts for road safety. Technical assistance has been 

extended to Ministry of Health and Population for building capacity in injury surveillance, 

implementation of injury prevention programmes and strengthening of emergency and pre-hospital 

trauma care. WHO has also been actively participating in related activities conducted by the Ministry 

of Interior that is heading the Egyptian Supreme Road Safety Council, which brings together the 

relevant stakeholders. 

We know that prevention is the key to tackling the road safety crisis, but prevention efforts will 

only bear fruit when all major sectors are actively engaged in a coordinated response. A multisectoral 

approach involving key sectors such as health, transport, education, police and finance, along with 

other stakeholders, most importantly civil society, is vital. Raising the level of awareness of all those 

involved is a prerequisite for road traffic injury prevention. There should be a focus on road users’ 

behaviour, on improved infrastructure and on the safety and maintenance of vehicles.  

It is with this spirit that WHO stands committed to providing support to your efforts for road 

safety. As I salute this important initiative by 6 October University, I hope that this occasion is not a 

one time event, but rather a commitment towards a cause, a dedication to an objective and a promise 

for a better future.  Together, we must push for further action to stop the death toll on our roads.  

May God bless you in your endeavours.  


