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Your Royal Highness Prince Abdulaziz bin Ahmed Al-Saud 

Your Excellencies 

Ladies and gentlemen 

 

It is a great pleasure to be among you here in this beautiful city of Quarzazate to 

celebrate an important achievement, which is the full implementation by Morocco of the 

SAFE Strategy towards the possible elimination of blinding trachoma in five target 

provinces, under the Global Initiative of Vision2020.  

Blinding trachoma, one of the oldest infectious diseases and a preventable cause of 

blindness, remains a public health problem in many developing countries, including many 

countries of WHO’s Eastern Mediterranean Region. The disease is still found in pockets in 

many countries, Egypt and Sudan having the highest burden of this disease.  
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Based on current information, WHO estimates that, globally, around 84 million 

people suffer from active trachoma, most of whom are children; 7.6 million suffer from 

Trichiasis; 3 million are visually impaired; and around 1.4 million are blind due to 

complications of trachoma.  In the Eastern Mediterranean Region around 10 million suffer 

from active trachoma and around 80 million people living in endemic areas are in need of 

treatment for trachoma or its complications. Furthermore, 2 million suffer from trichiasis and 

may go blind if the trichiasis is not surgically corrected. 

 

Blinding trachoma affects rural populations with limited access to clean water. 

Children under five years of age are most susceptible to trachoma infections and women are 

three times more likely to go blind than men are. Many countries of the Region are suffering 

from the effects of civil conflicts, complex emergencies and natural disasters, both ongoing 

and recent. This has resulted in destruction of health care infrastructure, especially in 

Afghanistan, Somalia, Sudan and most recently in Pakistan following the devastating 

earthquake last year. In many of these counties, trachoma control programmes have suffered 

setbacks and blinding trachoma remains a major public health problem.  However, countries 

which enjoy better socioeconomic conditions, including Saudi Arabia, Oman and the Islamic 

Republic of Iran, have witnessed a decrease in the prevalence of blinding trachoma.  

 

Ladies and Gentleman 

 

It is my pleasure to note that the Ministry of Health has taken the necessary steps 

towards adopting the SAFE Strategy to eliminate blinding trachoma. This Strategy focuses 

on surgery, antibiotics, facial cleanliness and environmental change. The SAFE Strategy is 

the hallmark of the trachoma control programme in Morocco, which started in 1997 and 

formed a partnership with the International Trachoma Initiative (ITI) in 1999. This 

collaboration helped Morocco to achieve its ultimate intervention goal in more than 80% of 

the affected area. The results of the data collected from five provinces, Errachidia, Figuig, 

Ouarzazate, Tata and Zagora, were presented in the regional planning workshop for the 

elimination of blinding trachoma, held in EMRO, Cairo, from 28 to 30 November 2005, and 

showed that the goal had been achieved. Trichiasis was reduced to less than 1 per 1000 

population of the affected areas, the prevalence of active trachoma in under 10 year-olds was 

less than 5%, and the antibiotic coverage was more than 80%. One of the main reasons for  
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these achievements was the availability of water and electricity for more than 80% of people 

in the affected areas. 

 

The current challenge for the elimination of blinding trachoma is to establish a 

strong surveillance system. Due to the lack of a surveillance system the disease is emerging 

in many African countries. Therefore, the continuation and strengthening of intersectoral 

cooperation between the Ministry of Health and organizations such as WHO, International 

Trachoma Initiative and other relevant governmental and nongovernmental organizations is 

necessary to achieve total elimination of blinding trachoma in Morocco. 

 

As we all know, trachoma is a disease that is closely linked to poverty. its elimination 

of trachoma cannot be achieved unless we address the root causes of poverty and work 

together by linking the process at the national and regional development levels. In many of 

the countries of the Region trachoma is not a priority, but through poverty reduction and 

linking trachoma to the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) we can easily advance the 

process of elimination of blinding trachoma.  The Regional community-Based Initiatives 

(CBI) programme provides a good approach in this regard. It is designed to tackle poverty 

and ill health at the community level. In this context, the Basic Development Needs (BDN) 

programme has, for almost 20 years now, focused on fostering community action in the 

poorest areas of the Region to directly address inequities in health and in society. The 

community can also be trained and involved in prevention of blindness, follow-up of 

complicated cases, and provide rehabilitation and other social support to the programme. 

 

I would like to thank all of you for your participation in this ceremony, particularly 

Pfizer for its great contribution and donation of Zithromax for the elimination of blinding 

trachoma, the International Trachoma Initiative for its lead role in the elimination of 

trachoma, as well as International Agency for Prevention of Blindness, IMPACT/EMR, and 

national and international organizations working for the elimination of blinding trachoma in 

the Eastern Mediterranean Region.  

 

Finally I would    to thank the Ministry of Health for inviting me, and assure you all 

of our continued cooperation in the field of prevention of blindness in Morocco. 

 

God bless you all. 


