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Your Excellencies, Distinguished Guests and Participants, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Dear Colleagues, 

 

I am pleased to welcome you to this Regional Workshop on the Health Aspects of 

Wastewater Reuse in Agriculture, convened by the Regional Centre for Environmental 

Health Activities of the World Health Organization Regional Office for Eastern 

Mediterranean.  

 

I would like to take this opportunity to express my gratitude to the government of 

Jordan for hosting this workshop and to His Excellency the Minister of Health Eng. 

Saeed Darwazeh, for agreeing to inaugurate this workshop. I thank the Arab Fund for 

Economic and Social Development (AFESD) for their generous support to the regional 

project on “Wastewater Management and Reuse” which largely supports this workshop. I 
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extend my thanks to the Islamic Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 

(ISESCO) for their joint support to this workshop. I also extend my appreciation and 

thanks to all of the experts who contributed to this project and to the participants for 

sparing the time, and making the effort to contribute to this workshop.  

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

Countries of the WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region, haunted by water scarcity 

and high population growth rates, are under mounting pressure to meet the increasing 

challenges for securing water supplies for the health of their people, while sustaining 

agriculture and food security.  

Many countries in the Region have adopted innovative water resources 

management policies to address their water needs including the utilization of lower 

quality water supplies in agriculture in order to free up fresh water supplies for domestic 

purposes and other health-promoting applications. One of the most viable policies has 

been the utilization of wastewater in agriculture and landscaping applications. However 

in many countries of the Region current wastewater management and reuse practices still 

lack an institutional and legal framework, and to a large extent, are not well planned, 

operated, regulated or assessed to ensure public health. While the reuse of wastewater, 

controlled and uncontrolled, is evidently increasing in the Region, without adequate 

planning and protection safe wastewater reuse remains a challenge and a health concern. 

Health concerns associated with reuse of wastewater in agriculture are many including 

parasitological, viral and bacteriological diseases. These risks increase by many folds 

with uncontrolled reuse of wastewater. 

 

Recognizing the risks associated with wastewater reuse, WHO established the 

guidelines for safe wastewater reuse in agriculture and aquaculture. The guidance was 

first issued in 1973 as a technical report and then revised and issued as guidelines in 

1989. Over the past few years, WHO engaged in a rigorous consultative process to 

review additional evidence and practices to update these guidelines. The revised 

guidelines were launched in September 2006. The guidelines consist of four volumes that 
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address policy and regulatory aspects, wastewater, excreta, and greywater use in 

agriculture and aquaculture. The guidelines provide an integrated approach that 

encompasses quality of reused water, cropping pattern, irrigation methods and level of 

contact with wastewater, excreta and greywater, along with level of acceptable health 

risk. 

 

The WHO guidelines for safe reuse of wastewater are intended primarily to protect 

public health, by serving as the basis for the development of national regulations or 

approaches for controlling public health risks associated with reuse practices, and to 

provide a framework for decision-making for better planning and development of reuse 

projects.  

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

The WHO Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean and its Regional Centre 

for Environmental Health Activities began to promote safe reuse of wastewater in 

agriculture in 1989 with initiatives to develop good practice tools, and provided technical 

assistance and capacity-building support to countries to develop their national standards 

and management capacity. To date, six countries have issued national regulations on 

wastewater reuse.  

 

CEHA, with generous funding from the Arab Fund for Economic and Social 

Development (AFESD) implemented the regional project on “Wastewater Management 

and Reuse”. The regional project supported development of management capacity for 

wastewater reuse in 11 countries namely: Egypt, Jordan, Kuwait, Morocco, Oman Saudi 

Arabia, Sudan, Syrian Arab Republic, Tunisia, United Arab Emirates and Yemen. The 

project contributed to establishing monitoring systems in countries, training personnel, 

development of good practice tools, documenting and disseminating experience, in 

addition to promoting regional cooperation. I am pleased to take the opportunity of this 

workshop to launch several documents that were generated with the support of the 

AFESD project. 
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Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

With the launch of the guidelines for safe wastewater reuse in agriculture, the 

Regional Office and CEHA urge Member States to review the guidelines, adapt them and 

adopt them as appropriate. Countries with existing regulations are encouraged to update 

their regulations. Countries without regulations are encouraged to adapt the guidelines 

and issue their own regulations based on their needs and local circumstances. 

 

WHO will provide capacity-building and technical assistance to Member States to 

develop their own regulations and management capacity for safe wastewater reuse. For 

this purpose WHO will present at the workshop a proposal for a regional project. 

Participating countries at this workshop and representatives of collaborating agencies and 

donors are urged to examine this proposal and support it in order to advance and expand 

safe wastewater reuse practices in the Region as a contribution to alleviating the 

mounting water crisis.  

 

Finally, I hope the time the participants spend here will prove fruitful and 

constructive. I wish you all a pleasant stay in Amman and safe return to your countries. 

May God bless our endeavours. 

 

 


