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Distinguished Guests, Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 It gives me great pleasure to welcome you all to the global malaria staff 

meeting. We welcome the opportunity to host the meeting in our Region. The Eastern 

Mediterranean Region is at the junction of three different eco-epidemiological zones in 

two continents, with a wide variation in socioeconomic and development status. This 

diversity of environment has resulted in variability in malaria problems among and 

even within countries. Our countries pose strikingly dissimilar challenges ranging from 

maintaining malaria-free status to coping with unstable and stable types of malaria, 

thus demanding different malaria control approaches.    

 Fully 50% of the population in the Region, or approximately 300 million 

people, reside in areas of various risk of malaria transmission. Reported malaria 

cases, which were 2.7 million in 2005, represent only a small fraction of true 

incidence. The crude estimated figures are 10.5 million malaria episodes and 49 000 

deaths every year. 

 Good progress has been noted in malaria endemic countries. More countries are 

adopting artemisinin-based combination therapies as their first line treatment for 
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falciparum malaria and more people in risky areas are sleeping under insecticide-

treated nets. However, the coverage level of these interventions is still far below the 

target of 80% by 2010.  

In terms of malaria prevention, the Regional Office is placing high importance 

on strengthening national capacities in vector control through integrated vector 

management. The matter was discussed during the 52nd Session of the WHO 

Regional Committee for the Eastern Mediterranean in 2005, after which the regional 

guidelines for vector control needs assessment were developed.  Eight countries in 

the Region, with financial support from the Global Environmental Facility, used 

these guidelines and developed their integrated vector management strategy. In 

August 2006, a consultation for developing a degree course on medical entomology 

and vector control was held in Cairo. The course will be developed through joint 

collaboration between the WHO Collaborating Centre in Ain Shams University in 

Egypt, Gezira State University in Sudan and WHO, with the technical support of 

other agencies. 

Dear Colleagues, 

 In 1999, all malaria-endemic countries in the Region adopted the RBM 

initiative and committed themselves to the global objective of halving the burden of 

malaria by 2010. Moreover, countries of the Region adopted strategies to eliminate 

malaria in all areas where it was considered feasible, and also to prevent the 

reintroduction of malaria to countries which had been freed from it. Malaria 

elimination was achieved recently in the Oman and United Arab Emirates, and will 

very soon be attained in Egypt, Morocco and the Syrian Arab Republic. Additionally, 

the Islamic Republic of Iran, Iraq and Saudi Arabia have changed the objective of 

their malaria programmes from control to elimination.  

 Our vision in the Region is to expand the malaria-free areas so as to create sub-

regional areas free from malaria. This includes, a malaria-free North Africa and    

malaria-free Arabian Peninsula. In this respect, the Regional Office has established  
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strong partnerships with all Gulf Cooperation Council countries to ensure sustained 

support to the programme in Yemen, where malaria is still endemic.  

 I wish to refer to the relationship between malaria and tourism and the interest 

raised by some countries in certifying malaria-free status. The Regional Office 

worked with WHO headquarters to develop a methodology for certification and used 

it in the United Arab Emirates. We are expecting that a malaria-free certificate will 

be issued soon for the United Arab Emirates.   

 

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

 I would like to emphasize the importance of your vital role, as WHO staff, in 

the fight against malaria. As you well know, the scope of WHO’s work in malaria 

control consists of normative functions, coordination, country support, surveillance 

and monitoring and evaluation. At country level, WHO support focuses on technical 

cooperation with the government and other partners, surveillance, monitoring and 

evaluation systems, quality assurance, integration and capacity-building.  

 In the field of surveillance and monitoring and evaluation, WHO should 

strengthen its activities to enable the provision of regular updates on the estimated 

global malaria burden and progress in achieving agreed goals using standard 

methodologies.  

 I would also like to remind you of the crucial role that local communities can 

play in combating malaria. Active participation of communities in planning, 

designing and implementing programmes leads to effective response to malaria. Civil 

society organizations have a vital role to play in this regard. WHO basic development 

needs projects in the Region can provide the ideal ground for such an approach. 

 The role of the WHO in addressing the need for a health systems strengthening 

is very important.  Malaria control interventions must fit in with the essential public 

health functions of government and should be delivered through private and public 

health and non-health channels. We should ensure that critical issues in health 
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systems such as financing, decentralization, national capacity development and 

human resource development are appropriately addressed in malaria control. 

 
Dear Colleagues,  

 

 I understand that in this meeting you will develop a joint plan of action for 

2007. The participation of partners such as UNICEF and USAID is commendable. Let 

us work together in the coming years to move towards the ultimate goal of eliminating 

malaria as a public health problem.  I wish you every success and a pleasant stay in this 

historic and beautiful city of Cairo. 

 

 

 


