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Dear Colleagues, 

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to this Technical Consultation on 

Poliomyelitis Eradication in Afghanistan and Pakistan. I would like to express my gratitude 

to the Government of Oman for hosting this meeting, and to all of you for taking the time 

from your busy schedules to attend this consultation, and for your continued guidance in the 

fight against poliomyelitis. 

I wish to also take this opportunity to commend the commitment and the significant 

efforts of the national authorities in both Afghanistan and Pakistan, and to thank the polio 

partners for their continued contributions and support to polio eradication efforts, not only in 

Afghanistan and Pakistan but all over the world. 

 

  

 



 2

Dear Colleagues, 

In the present era of very close communication, I am sure you are closely following 

the situation with regard to occurrence of poliomyelitis cases in Pakistan and Afghanistan. 

The programme of this consultation includes presentations on the epidemiological situation 

of poliomyelitis in both countries. I wish, however, to highlight a few important points. 

After years of hard work, the only remaining focus of endemic transmission in the 

whole WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region is the neighbouring border areas between 

Afghanistan and Pakistan. We have always viewed the two countries as one epidemiological 

unit and believed that joint efforts are essential to overcome the challenges of ongoing viral 

transmission. I wish to commend and encourage the continuing efforts of all concerned to 

ensure parallel, coordinated action, including synchronization of supplementary 

immunization activities and closely coordinated surveillance and exchange of information. 

This joint consultation is one of those efforts in this regard. 

Dear Colleagues, 

Only three days ago, a cross-border meeting was held in Islamabad between the 

Ministers of Health of Pakistan and Afghanistan. Decisions were made by both countries to 

further strengthen on-going cross-border coordination in the fight against poliomyelitis. As a 

reflection of this commitment, I am very pleased to note that the Ministers have agreed to 

inaugurate the coming subnational immunization days (SNIDs), next week, in neighbouring 

border areas. 

I am confident that this effort and your consultation will bring coordination and 

control efforts to the level necessary to stop circulation in this area. 

In Pakistan, the strategic measures adopted by the programme, particularly in the last 

3 years, and especially with regard to ensuring engagement of all political and administrative 

levels and focusing on the identification of high-risk areas and intensifying support to these 

areas, have led to substantial improvements in the quality of supplementary immunization 
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activities. The impact of these efforts on the immunization status of children is beyond any 

doubt. There has also been significant decrease in the genotypes of the circulating viruses. 

We have, however, a new problem, which is causing great concern to the national 

authorities, namely the resurgence of type 3 which is now causing cases after nearly one year 

of having been absent. I am confident you will give this matter your attention and that it will 

be addressed in your recommendations. 

Dear Colleagues, 

Those of you who are following the development of the eradication efforts in 

Afghanistan realize that the excellent efforts of the programme have brought us, more than 

once, very near to success, the last time in 2004. Unfortunately, unforeseen and 

unpredictable political developments have interfered significantly with the final stages of 

eradication and resulted in the delay in achieving the target. The precarious security situation 

has been the major impediment to the progress of polio eradication in the southern region of 

Afghanistan. Active conflict affecting various and widespread areas in the south and the 

prevailing atmosphere of fear, suspicion and intimidation are affecting access to children. I 

wish to take this opportunity to acknowledge the efforts made by the national authorities 

with different national and international security agencies in negotiating days of tranquillity 

to allow safe space for immunization campaigns and by allowing an enabling working 

environment for all those involved in polio eradication activities. I wish also to acknowledge 

the various approaches adopted by the programme to address the different constraints facing 

the programme and to make use of every opportunity to vaccinate children against polio. The 

success of the programme in keeping the poliovirus confined to the areas of active conflict 

and preventing its spread anywhere else in Afghanistan is a great achievement. 

In conclusion, I would like to thank you once again for your commitment and wish 

you a successful and fruitful consultation. I look forward to your views and 

recommendations. 

It remains for me to wish you an enjoyable stay in Muscat.  


