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Your Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, Dear Colleagues, 

 

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to the opening of this second meeting of the 

WHO Technical Committee for the Preparation of the Guidance Document on Desalination for 

Safe Water Supply, hosted and generously supported by the Kuwait Foundation for the 

Advancement of Sciences (KFAS).  

 

I would like first to thank the Government of Kuwait, especially His Excellency Sheikh 

Ahmad Abdullah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, Minister of Transport and Health, and His Excellency 

Sheikh Ahmad Al-Fahad Al-Sabah, Minister of Energy – Electricity and Water, and Professor 

Ali Al-Shamlan, Director-General, Kuwait Foundation for the Advancement of Sciences for 

 

  

 



 2

agreeing to host this meeting in Kuwait and for their valuable support, and to thank all of you for 

sparing the time and effort to come and participate in this important consultation. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

 

WHO has consistently advocated that emphasis should continue to be placed upon the 

provision and maintenance of safe and sufficient water supplies and adequate sanitation as the 

first priority for ensuring a sustainable basis for health for all and achieving the millennium 

development goals. Yet, in 2002, 1.1 billion people in the world did not have access to 

improved sources of water. In the Eastern Mediterranean Region, 17% of the population lacked 

easy access to an improved water source.   

 

With the exception of a few countries, scarcity of water resources is the general rule in 

our Region, and 10 countries are already consuming more than 100% of their renewable water 

resources.  In spite of the water scarcity, wastage of water is widespread and the water resources 

available are threatened by salt water intrusion and different kinds of pollution. The cost of 

extending and sustaining water supply services is rising dramatically.  

 

In some countries of the Region, desalination plays a major role in providing a 

supplement to meet water demand, for various uses, and in improving the quality of brackish 

water. This particularly applies in the member states of the Gulf Cooperation Council, where 

the bulk of the world’s desalination capacity is situated and where drinking-water is mainly a 

blend of desalinated water and groundwater.  

  

Upon an initiative from the WHO Eastern Mediterranean Regional Office, the 

recommendation to embark on a WHO desalination guidance monograph was endorsed 

unanimously by the WHO Guidelines Drinking Water Quality (GDWQ) Committee in Berlin, 

Germany in June 2000. It was agreed that the revision process for guidelines for drinking-water 

quality was an appropriate forum in which to develop such guidance material. Certain 

chemicals and microbes needed to be identified as being of particular importance in desalinated 

water, which might not be covered in the WHO guidelines. It was also agreed that Regional 
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Office for the Eastern Mediterranean would lead this process, in collaboration with WHO 

headquarters and other regional offices. 

  

The Consultation for Planning the Preparation of the Water Quality Guidelines for 

Desalination, held in Manama, Bahrain, in May 2001 recommended, among other things, the 

preparation of a WHO guidance document on desalination for safe water supply relating to 

technology, toxicology, microbiology, monitoring, quality assurance, environmental impact 

assessment. This is, then, the subject of the programme to which you have been invited to 

participate as technical experts.   

 

To enable a quick start to the WHO guidance preparation and to confirm that WHO is 

keen on advancing the process in order to attract good support to the initiative, the Regional 

Office invested substantially in the initiative. 

 

Dear Colleagues, 

 

I would like to acknowledge here with gratitude that both UNEP/ROWA and ROPME 

agreed to jointly organize with WHO the Bahrain planning consultation. As a matter of fact, both 

organizations are represented at a high level in the Steering Committee of this initiative. I would 

like to express my appreciation for the kind financial support provided by the Arab Gulf 

Programme for United Nations Development Organizations (AGFUND) to the Regional Office 

to initiate this process. In addition, the following institutions have contributed financially to 

advancing the work: WHO headquarters, the United States Bureau of Reclamation, the United 

States Environmental Protection Agency and the American Water Works Research Foundation. I 

would also like to mention the support provided by the Saline Water Conversion Corporation in 

preparing a background document on water quality aspects of desalinated water in the GCC area 

and the National Institute for Water Research, California, USA, for providing support to the first 

meeting of the Technical Committee which took place in Irvine, California in October 2004. Last 

but not least, I would like to acknowledge the contribution of time, knowledge and expertise of 

all the experts present here, as well as others who could not join us here today. 
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 Other partners are welcome to join the initiative and collaborate in the remaining activities. 

These are the finalization of the guidance, including a final meeting of the Steering Committee of 

the initiative, expert input into the review, submission for public domain comment and 

consolidating this into a final document, and final editing, translation and printing of the 

guidance, which, I am pleased to note, KFAS has already pledged to fund. 

 

Your Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, Dear Colleagues, 

 

I am confident that the deliberations of this group of fine experts will lead to a fruitful 

outcome, namely completion of the drafting of the technical documents that will lead to the 

WHO guidance on desalination for safe water supply.  

 

I would like to finish with a citation from the holy Quran, stressing the great blessing 

bestowed on humans by the Almighty when he gave them freshwater: 

 

“Have you considered the water which you drink? Is it you that send it down from the 

clouds, or are We the senders? If We pleased, We would have made it brackish, why do you not 

then give thanks?” 

 

May God bless your endeavour. 

 

 

 


