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Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I am pleased to address you today on the occasion of World AIDS Day 2005. The 

theme of this year’s Campaign is ‘HIV/AIDS: Stand up for the challenge. It’s everyone’s 

responsibility’. Through this theme, the World Health Organization, Regional Office of 

the Eastern Mediterranean is trying to motivate all members of the community to play 

their roles in the response to HIV/AIDS. 

As you are aware, the HIV epidemic is slowly and steadily advancing in our 

Region. By the end of 2004, the number of people estimated to be living with HIV/AIDS 

had reached more than 715 000. The number of new infections occurring in that year was 

92 000, the second highest proportional increase in the world when compared with other 

regions. This situation should force us all to realize the size of the challenge, and to stand 

together in facing it. 
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During the past one and a half years, and since the launching of the 3 by 5 

Initiative, more countries have begun to provide free antiretroviral drugs to their patients 

and are applying prevention of mother-to-child transmission strategies. Most countries 

have initiated voluntary and confidential counselling and testing services, and have 

legislation to regulate the safety of blood and its products. Moreover, we feel that the 

barriers to proper HIV/AIDS response, including stigma and discrimination, are being 

lowered, albeit slowly, and this gives us hope that tomorrow will be better than today. 

Dear brothers and sisters 

Despite all these positive indicators, coverage with antiretroviral therapy in our 

Region is still around 5 per cent only. The reasons for this include lack of financial 

resources, lack of skilled health personnel and the existence of emergency situations, 

such as internal conflicts, embargo and political instability. 

We all need to share the responsibility. We all have to know our roles and practise 

them: family members, community leaders, teachers, workers, religious leaders, 

professionals, students, health workers, civil society groups, governmental and private 

health sectors, and last but not least the people living with HIV/AIDS themselves. Only 

then can we reach our goals. 

There is a lot everyone of us can do to share in the response against AIDS: we can 

inform ourselves and talk about HIV with our peers, we can organize awareness 

campaigns, we can give love and compassion to those who live with HIV/AIDS, and help 

them to get the treatment they need. 

I wish you all success in your efforts against HIV/AIDS, and look forward to 

meeting you next year and to seeing what further achievements have been made in 

tackling HIV/AIDS in our Region. 

Thank you. 


