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Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you all to the intercountry meeting on 

Surveillance for Public Health Emergencies of International Concern. I would like to thank 

H.E. Engineer Said Darwazeh, Minister of Health, Jordan for hosting this meeting. I would 

also like to express my great appreciation to our colleagues from WHO headquarters in 

Geneva who came to Jordan to share with us their experience in strengthening surveillance 

systems for communicable diseases in different parts of the world. A special word of 

welcome is due our colleagues from the US Naval Medical Research Unit Three (NAMRU-

3), a WHO collaborating centre, for sharing with us their diagnostic and reference experience 

in characterizing pathogens associated with emerging infections in the Region, such as Rift 

Valley fever, dengue fever, influenza and other bacterial and viral infections. A warm 

welcome and congratulations are also due the distinguished members of our Surveillance 

Regional Advisory Group, who will hold their first meeting at the end of this meeting.  
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Ladies and Gentlemen, 

The spread and cost of management of epidemics of known and newly-emerging 

epidemic-prone diseases, facilitated by the explosive increase in international travel and 

trade in the globe, is a challenge for health systems in all countries. The Regional Office has 

a vision that “Our Region must be prepared to respond rapidly to any emerging or re- 

emerging disease threats. The earlier a disease threat is identified, the easier it is to contain. 

With the extension of global air travel, neglected local disease threats can quickly spread and 

become global emergencies”.  

Working closely with its global and regional partners, the Regional Office aims to help 

build global health security following three strategic directions: implementation of the 

International Health Regulations; developing and strengthening specific surveillance and 

response networks to containing known risks associated with leading epidemic and emerging 

diseases; and responding to the unexpected outbreaks rapidly and effectively through timely 

alert and response mechanisms.  

In May 2005 the World Health Assembly adopted the newly revised International 

Health Regulations, known as the International Health Regulations (2005). The purpose of 

the newly adopted Regulations is to ensure maximum security against the international 

spread of diseases with minimum interference with world traffic. Of the changes in the new 

International Health Regulations (2005), the focus is on Public Health Emergencies of 

International Concern meaning events and not diseases.  It has been agreed that a Public 

Health Emergency of International Concern means an extraordinary event which is 

determined, as provided in these Regulations, to constitute a public health risk to other States 

through the international spread of disease and to potentially require a coordinated 

international response.  

Member States should take all appropriate measures, pending entry into force of the 

International Health Regulations (2005), to prepare for their eventual implementation, 

including development of the necessary public health capacities and legal and administrative 

provisions, and, in particular, initiating a process for introducing use of the decision 

instrument contained in Annex 2 of the Regulations. Member States should update their 

national strategic plans to initiate and accelerate the process of strengthening surveillance 

and response of communicable diseases by strengthening epidemiological and laboratory 
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capacities, allocating more funds to run surveillance activities and continuously 

strengthening national human resources.  

WHO has a supportive role in reinforcing the efforts of Member States to implement 

the Regulations according to the national situation. The Regional Office will assist in 

conducting an assessment of current national communicable diseases surveillance activities 

and will update the regional strategic plan to initiate and accelerate the process of 

strengthening surveillance and response for communicable diseases by strengthening 

epidemiological and laboratory capacities.  

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

The Regional Office has created a Surveillance Regional Advisory Group that will 

serve as the most senior advisory body to the Regional Office for technical issues related to 

surveillance. This group will assist in maintaining the overall quality and coherence of the 

surveillance and control activities for communicable diseases in the Region by providing 

high-level technical advice and expertise. This Advisory Group is expected to contribute 

towards regional and global health security by providing guidance on the scope, function, 

and primary responsibilities of the Regional Office. Among other duties, the Group will 

serve as a resource for developing strategies for combating spread of outbreaks of epidemic-

prone diseases with available resources in the Region. 

There are other efforts initiated and supported by the Regional Office to boost 

capacities of Member States in upgrading their national surveillance systems for 

communicable diseases. To realize its vision, the Regional Office is currently establishing a 

Strategic Health Operation Centre (SHOC) to strengthen its response for early detection and 

response to outbreaks of communicable diseases. SHOC will improve the Regional Offices’ 

response to emerging public health emergencies of international concern and strengthen 

networking of human and technical resources to ensure connectivity between different 

countries and WHO. Our SHOC room will be equipped with excellent computing services, 

alternative electronic, tele- and video- communications. We are also creating a web-based 

reporting system which is designed to provide up-to-date surveillance data.  
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Dear Colleagues,  

I would like to thank you all again, and ask all of you to make the utmost benefit of 

this meeting through sound discussions, exchange of ideas and clear planning for enhancing 

the surveillance and preparedness activities in combat of emerging diseases in the Region. I 

wish you a successful meeting and a pleasant stay in Amman. 


