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Your Royal Highness, Your Excellencies, Distinguished Guests and Participants, Ladies and 

Gentlemen, Dear Colleagues, 

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you all on this notable occasion––the 20th 

Anniversary of WHO's Regional Centre for Environmental Health Activities (CEHA). I would like 

to welcome our special guest today, Her Royal Highness Princess Muna Al-Hussein, WHO patron 

for nursing and midwifery in the Region. I wish to extend my deepest appreciation and thanks to 

the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan and its Ministry of Health for hosting the Centre in Amman and 

to the Arab Gulf Programme for United Nations Development Organizations (AGFUND) for 

providing continuous financial support in the past biennia. The substantial financial support 

provided also by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), Islamic Development 

Bank (IDB), Arab Fund for Economic and Social Development (AFESD) and the Islamic 
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Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (ISESCO) to CEHA for meeting the 

environmental health challenges in the Region is acknowledged and greatly appreciated. 

Your Excellencies, 

The countries of WHO’s Eastern Mediterranean Region face a mix of traditional and 

modern environmental burdens. The people of the Region, especially those in the least developed 

countries of the Region, are affected by diseases associated with bacteriological contamination of 

water, absence of sanitation facilities, breeding of disease-carrying vectors, as well as respiratory 

conditions due to indoor air pollution. At the same time they are exposed to untreated wastes, air 

pollution, toxic chemicals (such as pesticide residues), deforestation, desertification and a host of 

other types of environmental degradation. It is estimated that about 19% to 25% of the burden of 

diseases influencing quality of life and economic opportunities in the Region can be attributed to 

environmental degradation. The estimated cost of damage to health and quality of life due to 

environmental degradation is 1.8% to 3.4% of GDP in some countries of the Region. This 

translates into an annual cost of 18.3 to 34.5 billion US dollars of GDP. 

Given the limited human and financial resources available, CEHA, during its 20 years of 

existence as the technical arm and information exchange unit of EMRO’s Environmental Health 

Programme, has played a key and crucial role in reducing the burden of environmental risks to 

health and quality of life, through providing technical support to strengthen national capacities and 

programmes in the Region. CEHA collaborative activities have produced impressive and cost-

effective achievements and results in both quantity and quality. It has raised more than US$ 11 

million from extrabudgetary resources, mainly for country activities. The Centre has so far trained 

about 12 000 national staff as “trainers” in the six technical areas of environmental health; 

undertaken 460 technical assistance missions and supported 72 special studies. CEHA, in 

collaboration with EMRO advisers, has assisted the development of environmental health 

strategies and action plans in 14 countries, drinking-water quality standards in 13 countries, 

wastewater reuse standards in 11 countries, healthcare waste management policies in 7 countries 

and guidelines for environmental health impact assessment in 6 countries. It has developed and 

maintains a regional environmental health information network, CEHANET, which now has 

13 000 documents, 70 periodicals, 3000 training and learning materials, 15 international databases. 
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Furthermore, extensive awareness-raising has been undertaken in the Region and critical technical 

support has been provided to countries in emergencies for the preparation and improvement of 

environmental health emergency situations. This includes the development of an emergency 

“Water and Hygiene Kit” to meet the immediate needs of refugees and displaced populations. 

CEHA has received several awards from regional and national agencies for its services in 

environmental health. 

CEHA collaboration and services have been enormously cost-effective. Financial analysis 

shows that CEHA received a total of 17 million US dollars in the last 20 years from WHO for 

providing technical assistance and services to Member States of the Region. If these services had 

been provided by other competent organizations, such as the World Bank, USAID or the private 

sector, there is evidence that they would have cost countries considerably more. 

While the major role of the Centre is to follow up on the recommendations of technical 

missions and consultation meetings related to environmental health problems in the Region, it 

continues to take on new initiatives, such as the development of the health and environmental 

indicators and linkages, and providing technical support for research and special studies. 

As environmental health is a major concern for WHO in the Region and a crucial factor in 

achieving the goal of Health for All, it is my observation and belief that CEHA has reached the 

stage of development where it will continue to play an important role in meeting the environmental 

health challenges (current and emerging) to achieving this goal. The continuous support from the 

Regional Office, its representatives, other environmental health centres and WHO headquarters has 

played an important role in CEHA’s success. The Regional Office in Cairo will continue to 

provide adequate resources in terms of funding and staff to maintain its minimum core functions 

and operations for meeting the mounting environmental concerns and challenges of our Region. 

The reduction in the availability of WHO’s regular budget to CEHA has in the past posed an 

enormous challenge to CEHA, and will continue to do so. However, the Centre took the lead, with 

full support from the Regional Office, in developing collaboration with external funding agencies 

and has been successful in raising funds for its activities in Member States. 
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At this stage, I would like to invite, indeed urge, all Member States and UN Agencies, 

international organizations and donors, bilateral and multilateral, within and outside the Region, to 

join hands with CEHA to meet the new environmental health challenges, to promote 

environmental health and to strengthen national capabilities and programmes in the Eastern 

Mediterranean Region to create a more sustainable and healthy environment. 

Allow, me, finally, to express my great thanks and appreciation to all of you for being here 

today, and may God bless you. 


