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Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

It is a great pleasure to welcome you to this important workshop on epidemiological 

surveillance of zoonotic and foodborne disease preparedness, response and follow-up. In 

particular, I would like to extend a warm welcome to Dr Aristharios Seimenis, Director of the 

Mediterranean Zoonoses Control Centre, and to representatives of the World Organisation for 

Animal Health (OIE).  

 

Zoonotic and foodborne diseases continue to impose a considerable threat to the health, 

economic and social situation of countries of the Eastern Mediterranean Region. Zoonotic 

diseases such as brucellosis, hydatidosis, rabies and leishmaniasis occur frequently in the Region. 

In addition to causing human morbidity and mortality, such diseases hamper agricultural 

production, decrease availability of food and create barriers to international trade. Joint activities 

by the Regional Office and the Mediterranean Zoonoses Control Programme (MZCP), including 
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training and awareness campaigns, have laid the ground for identifying appropriate strategies and 

approaches for implementing the most effective control and preventive methods for zoonotic and 

foodborne diseases, especially brucellosis.  

 

Salmonellosis is still the most prominent foodborne zoonotic disease. Seroprevalence 

surveys have been conducted in several countries to determine the disease burden and to isolate 

the type of species causing serious epidemics. Intervention activities supported by the Regional 

Office, MZCP, OIE and other international agencies are being implemented by the concerned 

national authorities, whom you represent, to prevent as much as possible the occurrence and the 

virulence of such diseases.   

 

Surveillance systems for zoonotic diseases in the Region face a number of challenges. 

The most important of these is lack of collaboration between the human and animal health 

sectors. Strong, effective and sustainable zoonoses surveillance depends to a great extent on 

collaboration between all related partners and sectors. Joint intersectoral committees should be 

established in countries where lacking and should be revived in countries where frozen. Frankly 

speaking, the lack of intersectoral collaboration is still the major barrier for improving zoonoses 

surveillance and control and preparedness and response activities. Both public health and 

veterinary health services are responsible, and both must be key players in improving the existing 

situation. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

The Regional Office has a long history of collaboration with the MZCP, and in recent years 

collaborative activities have increased. In 2003, the Regional Committee for the Eastern 

Mediterranean issued a resolution on control of zoonotic diseases in which it called upon 

Member States to participate in the Programme. In this respect I am pleased to note that 

cooperation between Member States and the MZCP is continuously increasing. Recent important 

activities of the MZCP include the successful implementation of a project on strengthening 

brucellosis surveillance in the Syrian Arab Republic, and initiation of a similar project in Jordan 

last March. 
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This workshop, together with other similar activities implemented in the Region, is an 

important source of knowledge and, most critical, of understanding the significance of an 

intersectoral strategy and its everyday practice. I am confident that the exchange of experience 

and knowledge on crucial topics such as those included in this training course will lead to 

updated knowledge and fruitful and detailed discussions towards strengthening intersectoral 

coordination at national and international levels for prevention and control of this group of 

diseases. I also hope that your discussions will result in conclusions and recommendations that 

are translated into plans of action for more effective zoonotic and foodborne disease control and 

prevention in the future. Finally, I wish you a very successful training course and a pleasant stay 

in this hospitable and historic city.  


