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Ladies and Gentlemen  

It is a great pleasure to welcome you to the Fifteenth Intercountry Meeting of 

National AIDS Programme Managers. I also would like to welcome the members of the 

AIDS/HIV/STD Regional Advisory Group, who will be with us for another period of two 

years. 

Dear Colleagues 

Although the HIV epidemic is still on the rise in the Eastern Mediterranean Region, 

it is clear that our efforts are starting to bear fruit. All countries of the Region have now 

committed to a strong response to HIV, and most have developed strategic plans or are in 
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the process of developing them. More countries in the Region are scaling up prevention 

and care interventions, providing antiretroviral drugs to their patients, mobilizing 

resources and seeking technical support for capacity building, development of policies 

and technical guidelines and planning. Furthermore, stigma and discrimination related to 

HIV/AIDS are declining in countries of the Region, a fact that will facilitate the success 

of prevention and care activities. 

There is no doubt that HIV/AIDS care has gained momentum with the 

announcement of the 3 by 5 Initiative. Many achievements have been made within the 

framework of the Initiative, both globally and regionally, in the past year. However, 

coverage of antiretroviral treatment to those in need is still very low in the Region, even 

lower than in the WHO African Region. This is a matter of great concern, and concerted 

efforts are needed to improve the situation. In this regard, I am pleased to inform you that 

the Regional Office has recruited a treatment scale-up officer in Sudan beginning in 2005 

and that a second officer is being recruited in Djibouti. More support will be provided to 

countries to scale up HIV/AIDS prevention and care, and this is included in workplans 

under the Initiative. 

Along with the need to provide the highest possible standards of care for people 

living with HIV/AIDS, I would also like to stress the importance of maintaining 

preventive efforts, which are an integral part of the 3 by 5 Initiative. These efforts must 

be strengthened in order to contain the epidemic. Preventive activities should include 

ensuring the highest possible levels of blood safety and injection safety. Although 

enormous progress has taken place in these two areas in most countries, there are still foci 

where stricter measures are required. I am sure you will all agree that gaps in blood and 

injection safety in any country are not acceptable in the twenty-first century. 

Preventive efforts should also cover management of sexually transmitted infections. 

In this regard, the Regional Office is in the process of establishing a network of experts in 

sexually transmitted infections as a regional core group of consultants ready to provide 

technical assistance to countries.  
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Preventive efforts should be scaled up where most HIV transmission takes place, 

which is among vulnerable groups. There are plenty of examples of effective approaches 

to supporting vulnerable groups to adopt preventive behaviours and skills. Special focus 

should be directed to the problem of injecting drug use, which is an increasing threat in 

some countries of the Region, and may spread to other countries.  

Dear Colleagues 

The current Regional Strategic Plan for Improving Health Sector Response to 

HIV/AIDS and STDs will reach its end this year. I believe we have achieved a great deal 

in implementing the Plan at both country and regional level, but we also faced constraints 

and delays. A new strategy is being developed for the period 2006–2010, and you will be 

providing your valuable input and feedback on the draft strategy in a special session of 

the meeting. 

Finally, allow me to remind you that you are the national focal points who carry the 

responsibility of containing the HIV epidemic and bringing it under control in your 

countries. Let us as partners remain firmly committed to this goal. Our countries, indeed 

the whole international community, depend on us to do so. 

I look forward to seeing the practical outcomes of your meeting, and I wish you a 

pleasant stay in Cairo. 

Thank you. 


