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It is my pleasure to welcome you to the Regional Training Workshop on the 

Implementation of the Global Youth Tobacco Survey (GYTS), at the WHO Regional Office 

for the Eastern Mediterranean (EMRO). 

Allow me at the beginning to thank the Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention (CDC) for their continuous efforts in assisting WHO and the Eastern 

Mediterranean Region in tobacco control activities, for without their assistance and support, 

this workshop would not have been possible nor would the GYTS have been so successful. 
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Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Since the launch of the GYTS, it has been completed in 112 countries worldwide, 

repeated in 11 and is being run in a further 34. Moreover, 18 countries are planning to 

conduct the survey in the near future. At the regional level, the GYTS was launched in the 

Eastern Mediterranean Region in January 2001 in Morocco and since then, all 22 countries 

have successfully completed the survey and 6 are currently repeating the process. 

Results from the GYTS in our Region have revealed some alarming findings. The 

prevalence of tobacco use among youth has reached as high as 47% in some countries. In 

others, the data has shown that 80% of students live in homes where others smoke in their 

presence, 69% have parents who smoke and 70% are exposed to smoke in public places.  

Nonetheless, data from the GYTS has also revealed certain positive elements. For 

example, 83% of students acknowledged that smoke from others is harmful to them, 

86% thought smoking in public places should be banned and 92% of those who smoke 

expressed their desire to quit. Moreover, the data collected has also shown that although 

86% and 90% of students, respectively, saw cigarette advertisements on billboards and in 

newspapers or magazines in the 30 days prior to the conduct of the survey, 87% also saw 

anti-smoking media messages. This provides an important insight into the exposure of youth 

to pro and counter tobacco messages in the media. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

These figures should not be taken lightly. Rather, they necessitate stern action. 

Tobacco is a major preventable cause of premature death and disease worldwide; its control 

therefore requires a systematic and efficient surveillance mechanism to monitor trends in 

tobacco consumption, which is precisely what the GYTS aims to achieve nationally, 

regionally and globally.  

Furthermore, WHO is establishing a global information system on tobacco-related 

issues, including data on tobacco consumption and tobacco-related policies and legislation. 

This common database is now operational in three of the six WHO regional offices. This 
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office is actively working on launching the initiative, however, because of funding 

limitations, the process has been temporarily hindered. 

Ladies and Gentlemen,   

Let us all work hand in hand to establish solid programmes for national, regional and 

global surveillance. Such concerted efforts will allow us to think strategically of methods 

and techniques that will help countries in our Region develop and redirect national tobacco 

control plans to include evidence-based activities aimed at saving youth from the health 

hazards of tobacco. At the same time, they reinforce the WHO Framework Convention on 

Tobacco Control (FCTC).  

Finally, allow me to thank you all and to wish you a fruitful meeting, and I hope you 

have a pleasant stay in Cairo.  

 

 


