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Ladies and Gentlemen, Dear Colleagues, 

It is a great pleasure to welcome you all to the First International Conference on 

Tobacco Control. As you are aware, tobacco is the second major cause of death in the world. 

It is currently responsible for the death of 1 in 10 adults worldwide, which translates into 

about 5 million deaths each year. If current smoking patterns continue, it will cause some 10 

million deaths each year by 2025.  

In order to reduce effectively the global burden of disease and death caused by 

tobacco, Member States in the Region must work hard and remain committed to becoming 

parties to the World Health Organization Framework Convention on Tobacco Control 

(WHO FCTC) and adhere to its principles.  
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Ladies and Gentlemen,  

The WHO FCTC was unanimously adopted by WHO’s 192 Member States in May 

2003. It is the first public health treaty negotiated under the auspices of WHO. It represents a 

turning point in addressing a major global killer and signals a new era in national and 

international tobacco control.  

Since its adoption, countries of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) have set the stage 

in terms of their commitment to tobacco control. Kuwait signed the WHO FCTC on 16 June 

2003, which made it a leader both globally and regionally, as this was the same day the 

Convention opened for signature. Qatar followed immediately, and although Saudi Arabia 

and the United Arab Emirates lagged behind, they still managed to sign the WHO FCTC 

before the official signature closure date of 29 June 2004. Bahrain and Oman are the only 

two GCC countries that have not taken any formal steps towards the Convention, although 

they were active participants in all six negotiation sessions as well as all other WHO FCTC 

related meetings and activities. 

From both the GCC and the Eastern Mediterranean Region, Qatar was the first country 

to show exceptional commitment to tobacco control by ratifying the WHO FCTC, followed 

by Jordan and Pakistan.  

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

The Convention has provisions that set standards and guidelines for tobacco control in 

the following areas: tobacco advertising, promotion and sponsorship; packaging and 

labelling; regulation and disclosure of contents of tobacco products and smoke; illicit trade; 

price and tax measures; sales to and by minors; government support for tobacco 

manufacturing and agriculture; treatment of tobacco dependence; passive smoking and 

smoke-free environments; surveillance, research and exchange of information; and scientific, 

technical and legal cooperation. In short, it is a very comprehensive document that when 

approved will be a powerful tool for tobacco control at all levels. 
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It is for this reason that we should all be pleased to see that we have achieved global 

and regional excellence in terms of signatures and ratifications; 168 of the 192 WHO 

Member States have signed the WHO FCTC. Among these signatures are 18 out of the 22 

Eastern Mediterranean Region Member States. Moreover, of the 36 ratifications that have 

been achieved globally, three are from our Region. These impressive achievements have all 

been attained in just over one year. 

We must be aware, however, that the WHO FCTC will only come into force of law 90 

days after it has been ratified by 40 Member States. It is therefore, essential that the process 

of ratification keep moving forward. I am sure that through our collaboration we will achieve 

this goal sooner than expected. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

In conclusion, I would like to thank the Government of Kuwait for hosting this 

conference and for giving the Organization the privilege of participating in such an 

important event. 

 


