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Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

 
Once again it is the end of the year. Time to reflect and to take stock of all that has occurred.  

This year saw Dr LEE Jong-wook, a long-standing staff member, take on the leadership of WHO 
and pledge to work more on the ground at country level. He also pledged, among other major 
actions, to ensure that three million AIDS patients receive treatment by the end of 2005. At the 
international level, SARS was handled very well by the Organization, and this increased both our 
visibility and our credibility.  

 
So much has happened across the Region, and there are many challenges to which we must 

all rise. Occupation and economic sanctions have taken a very tangible toll on the health and 
livelihoods of our communities and people have long suffered an unjust burden of conflict and 
unrest. The outrageous act of violence that targeted the United Nations headquarters building in 
Baghdad resulted in the killing and injury of so many of our colleagues: among those, we lost the 
Secretary-General’s special representative to Iraq, Sergio Vieira De Mello, we lost the chief of 
staff for the UN special representative, Nadia Younes, who was also a WHO colleague on loan to 
the UN and we lost as well, Ahmed Shoukri, who died as a result of the bombing of the Jordanian 
mission in Baghdad. 

 
World Health Day was not celebrated this year regionally because of the war in Iraq. I would 

like to thank all the governments in the Region who have given their support to rebuilding the 
health sector in Iraq.  
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With the tragedy in Palestine continuing, and in another show of support, we along with the 
UN systems celebrated here in our office, the UN International Day for Solidarity with the 
Palestinian people. This saw in our Kuwait Conference Hall notable voices from Palestine and 
the Region expressing their stance. 

 
To those countries struggling for peace and development, like Afghanistan, Iraq, Somalia and 

Sudan, I would like to wish the very best for the efforts under way and to assure them that we 
will continue our support. 

 
Our Regional Committee meeting was very special this year, celebrating the 50th anniversary 

of the Committee in the presence of many dignitaries from our Member States. This coincided 
with the 25th anniversary of the International Conference on Primary Health Care which resulted 
in the Declaration of Alma-Ata in which the goal “health for all by the year 2000” was declared. 
There is a need now to renew the fundamental commitment to equity expressed by “ Health for 
All”. With all the challenges before us, and in particular the Millennium Development Goals set 
by the United Nations in 2000, it is imperative that we collaborate and cooperate further with 
Member States, the UN system and civil society. 

 
This year our celebration of World No Tobacco Day saw us forging an alliance with 

television and media, and our Kuwait Conference Hall was studded with many stars, along with 
so many of you. 

 
Perhaps the most striking example of the power of partnership and open commitment to the 

health of future generations has been the campaign to eradicate poliomyelitis. We are nearly 
there. A final push is needed for the Region to be polio free. 

 
We were honoured by visits to EMRO from dignitaries in our Region who are firm believers 

in noble causes: HRH Prince Talal Bin Abdel Aziz , President of the Arab Council for Children 
and Development, HRH Abdel Aziz Bin Ahmed Bin Abdel Aziz, Regional Chair for The 
International Agency for Blindness, and HRH Princess Muna Al Hussein, EMRO Patron for 
Nursing and Midwifery, who all participated in events related to their programmes. 

 
The end of another year is also the time to reflect on family and friends, and I urge you all to 

make time for your loved ones as you go about your business. I am very proud of you all, and I 
hope you will continue your work with love and determination and always strive towards the 
betterment of humanity. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Hussein A. Gezairy, MD, FRCS 
        Regional Director 

 
Cairo, December 2003 


