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Your Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen 

 

It is a great pleasure to send this message to the Workshop on Trilateral Medical Technical 

Cooperation for Iraq. Let me take this opportunity to thank the Governments of Egypt and Japan 

for inviting WHO to address this important workshop, where concerned parties have come 

together to work on solutions to improve the plight of the Iraqi people.  

 

This workshop is taking place against a backdrop of growing security concerns in Iraq as 

well as deteriorating health conditions. Currently in Iraq, under-5 mortality is 131 deaths per 

1000 live births, infant mortality is 108 deaths per 1000 live births and more than 16% of 

children are malnourished. The country needs and deserves our help and support. 
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The health of all civilians is given top priority in WHO’s humanitarian response to the 

crisis. There is an optimal synergy throughout WHO (country, regional and HQ offices) in order 

to obtain maximum benefit from the technical resources available in the organization and through 

its partners. Our first strategy is to coordinate the initial humanitarian response. The overall 

situation remains volatile and there is still a potential for a humanitarian crisis. Therefore 

preparedness with pre-positioning emergency supplies is essential. WHO’s second strategy is to 

“jumpstart” the health sector and to immediately restart the most essential health services, such as 

control and prevention of communicable diseases, provision of clean water and safe sanitation, 

and management of trauma, injuries and mental health. 

 

As a third strategy, WHO aims to strengthen the health sector policy and planning in order 

to guide the development of the health system. Analysis of the population needs and the system’s 

capacity are based on collated assessments by all partners. There has been strong health sector 

coordination among all international humanitarian actors during the emergency and rehabilitation 

phase as well as an effective transition towards reconstruction and development. To this end, a 

workshop was conducted in August in Baghdad to review and identify priority issues for 2004. 

Tragically this workshop was coming to a close on the day that the horrific bomb attack on the 

United Nations building in Baghdad occurred.  

 

Your Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen 

 

To address these concerns it is important that a continuous dialogue is initiated and 

maintained, be it through meetings and workshops such as this one. Global partnership and 

regional collaboration with governmental as well as nongovernmental and international agencies 

are imperative to ensure an effective and timely response to the Iraqi crisis.  

 

Your Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to express my profound thanks to all the partners 

attending this workshop and my sincere wish for its successful outcome. 



 3

For its part WHO will continue to provide support and assistance to the Iraqi people, 

working in partnership with the Ministry of Health and other collaborating partners. Let us work 

together to transform hope into reality for the benefit of the well-being of the Iraqi people.   

 

Thank you 

 

 

 


